
Details of South African Moon sighting criteria    ––––    By Mufti Ebrahim Desai.  

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

 

1.1.1.1.     How many Ulama are thHow many Ulama are thHow many Ulama are thHow many Ulama are there in the moon sighting committee? ere in the moon sighting committee? ere in the moon sighting committee? ere in the moon sighting committee?     

There are three main organizations in South Africa that are looked upon 
and revered by the Muslim public, namely : Jamiatul Ulama Kwa Zulu Natal, 
Jamiatul Ulama Transvaal, and Muslim Judicial Council in Capetown. All 
these three organizations have a coordinated system regarding the hilal 
sighting.  Each one of this three have their own Hilal Committees and 
coordinate with the other committees around the country. Alhamdulillah, 
every month the committee from each province goes out in search for a 
Hilal. What ever is the outcome, it is communicated to their constituencies 
and the other committees.  

2.2.2.2. Are there local committees or a country wide committee? Are there local committees or a country wide committee? Are there local committees or a country wide committee? Are there local committees or a country wide committee?     

Ref to #1 

3.3.3.3. Is the effort made to sight the moon every month? Is the effort made to sight the moon every month? Is the effort made to sight the moon every month? Is the effort made to sight the moon every month?     

Yes. Ref. to #1 

4.4.4.4. Do you use the knowledge of astronomy? If so to what extent? Do you use the knowledge of astronomy? If so to what extent? Do you use the knowledge of astronomy? If so to what extent? Do you use the knowledge of astronomy? If so to what extent?     

There are certain aspects of astronomy that are absolute. (Qat'i) and 
certain aspects of astronomy are Dhanni. I have elaborated on this in 
previous articles. The general position is that astronomical data is 
persuasive but not conclusive. Ru'yiat is ultimately necessary. 

5.5.5.5. Once a decision has been made, are all the communities united Once a decision has been made, are all the communities united Once a decision has been made, are all the communities united Once a decision has been made, are all the communities united 
throughout S.Africa? throughout S.Africa? throughout S.Africa? throughout S.Africa?     

Yes. Ref. to #1 

6.6.6.6. Do you accept the moon declarations of neighboring countries? Do you accept the moon declarations of neighboring countries? Do you accept the moon declarations of neighboring countries? Do you accept the moon declarations of neighboring countries?     

According to Zahirur Riwayat , Ikhtilaf e Mtalae' is not considered. 
Therefore as a principle sighting from the neighboring countries could be 
accepted, however due to poor infrastructures and coordination in these 
neighboring countries UUCSA (United Ulama Council of South Africa) has 
put a Moratorium on this until a sound structure is put in place. However 
the neighboring countries do accept our sighting due to our sound system 
and structure.  

7.7.7.7. Are the declarations for each month based on actual sighting?Are the declarations for each month based on actual sighting?Are the declarations for each month based on actual sighting?Are the declarations for each month based on actual sighting?     

Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes.     

And Allah knows best     

Wassalam     
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