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Introduction 

 

Alhamdulillah, throughout the U.K. there has been a great awakening as far as the moonsighting 
issue is concerned. The Ulama and many other concerned individuals and groups are making a 
concerted effort at the beginning of each month to sight the moon. In an era where the Sunnats 
of our beloved Prophet Sallallahu alayhi wasallam are slowly being forgotten, it is very 
reassuring to see this {ǳƴƴŀƘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜǾƛǾŜŘΦ LƴǎƘŀΩ!ƭƭŀƘΣ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǿŀȅΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
forgotten Sunnats being revived in the future.  

The revival of this Sunnah is of great importance as many of our obligatory (Fardh) Ibaadaat are 
dependent on the correct sighting of the moon. I congratulate the likes of Moulana Sulaiman 
Gani, Moulana Muhammad Ayyub Qari Bande Ilaahi, Moulana Thamiruddin, Moulana Hasan 
Bodhanwi, Moulana Shoyaib Nurgat, Mufti Zakaria Akudi, Moulana Yaqub Qasmi and the Ulama 
e Batley for having the courage to openly confront this very delicate and emotional, but 
important issue.  

Recently, the Ulama of Batley unanimously agreed to stop following any groups blindly and 
resolved to form a moon sighting committee of their own in order to commence each month 
correctly. This decision of the Ulama e Batley is to be applauded. They deserve great credit for 
the way that they approached this whole issue. They researched the matter for months before 
coming to a unanimous decision. May Allah Almighty accept their sincere efforts and grant them 
steadfastness. 

It is very unfortunate that whenever people rise to uphold the truth and confront Baatil/wrong 
actions, a group of people, often led by ill informed Ulama, come out in opposition. They often 
aim to please rich, influential people or to please governments so that they can continue to 
receive financial rewards, or sometimes these people act out of pure emotions. We are 
witnessing this trend in the issue of Moonsighting in the UK to a great extent.  

ΨhǳǊ Lord! Let not our hearts deviate (from the truth) after you have guided us, and grant us 
ƳŜǊŎȅ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘƻǿŜǊΦΩ !ƳŜŜƴ (Al Imran verse 8) 

On the other hand, we have some senior Ulama who are ignoring the correct Sunnah method as 
they are afraid of losing their followers, or losing funding for their institutions, or perhaps they 
have other reasons that they fail to disclose. They need to be reminded that this Deen of Islam is 
!ƭƭŀƘΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ !ƭƭŀƘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ wŀȊƛǉΦ 

For the sake of funding, or other corrupt purposes, some people are hell-bent on trying to divert 
people away from the correct Sunnah method. They attempt to achieve this by way of monthly 
newsletters and other forms of literature, and often they give out false information and 
retracted or altered Edicts (Fataawaa).  

Until today, our pious elders have turned a blind eye to these trouble makers but there is a limit 
to every wrong and injustice. Thus, Alhamdulillah, some knowledgeable brothers have come out 
and hit back very elegantly at these false allegations and propaganda. How correct is the saying: 
Ψ[ƛ ƪǳƭƭŜ CƛǊƻǿƴƛƴ aƻƻǎŀΩ όŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ CƛǊƻǿƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ aƻƻǎŀύΦ   

One such article criticizing the Ulama of Batley was written by Moulana Ayyub Kholwadia Sahib 
of Batley, for which Moulana Abdullah Ibn Muhiyuddeen Sahib compiled a detailed answer in 
Urdu, this answer was translated by myself, and now Alhamdulillah this is being published as 
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ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ aƻƻƴǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩ. Other articles on this topic are also being included 
for the benefit of the readers.                                                                                                                                     

All the writers ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ vǳǊΩŀƴΣ Hadith and 
from the writings of our Aslaaf RA. May Allah reward them for their efforts and grant 
acceptance to their works.  Recent Fataawaa have also been included in the book in order to 
make it more beneficial and to allow the readers to become aware of the facts. I would like to 
thank the Wifaq ul Ulama for fulfilling my request and giving me permission to print and publish 
ǘƘƻǎŜ CŀǘŀŀǿŀŀΦ LƴǎƘŀΩ!ƭƭŀƘ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǊŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ 
acquire the correct knowledge on this issue. 

More importantly, we as one Ummah should now see this as an important issue that needs to 
be confronted and dealt with. We must clear our minds of emotions, we must understand that 
loyalty is only due to the commands of Allah and to the teachings of our great Nabi, Muhammad 
Sallallahu Alayhi wasallam, and we must pressure the influential Ulama and decision making 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŎƭŜŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ {ƘŀǊΩŜŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦ ¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀŘƻǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ vǳǊΩŀƴ ŀƴŘ {ǳnnah. 
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A response to those who object to local sighting and choose to blindly follow the 

wǳΩȅŀƘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ wƛȅŀŘƘΣ {ŀǳŘƛ !ǊŀōƛŀΦ 
 

óThose who do not follow the Moonsighting announcements of Saudi Arabia are guilty of 

disrespecting the Haramain Shareefain.ô Is this statement correct? 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ǊŘǳ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ!ȅƪ LƭƳƛ aŀŘƘƳƻƻƴΩΣ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

author on this question, but in view of keeping the answer short, I would like to confine the 

answer to a few quotes from the original article.  

IŀŘƘǊŀǘ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ {ŀǊŦǊŀȊ YƘŀƴ {ŀŦŘŀǊ w! Ƙŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΥ Ψ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ŘƻǳōǘΣ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾƛǊǘǳŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IŀǊŀƳŀƛƴ {ƘŀǊŜŜŦŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ vǳǊΩŀŀƴ ŀƴŘ {ǳƴƴŀƘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǳǊ 

forms of evidence accepted by our Holy Shariah:  

мύ ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ vǳǊΩŀŀƴΦ нύ IŀŘƛǘƘΦ оύ LƧƳŀŀ Ŝ ¦ƳƳŀǘΦ  пύ vƛȅŀŀǎΦΩ1 

 (The amal and practices of the Haramain Shareefain are not ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǊΩŜŜ ŘŀƭŀŀΩƛƭκŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ 

Translator) 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ aƛǎƘƪŀŀǘΣ aǳƭƭŀ !ƭƛ vŀǊƛ w! Ƙŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΥ ΨLƴ ǘƘŜ Haramain Shareefain, 

injustice is rife, ignorance is widespread, there is a lack of knowledge, sins are prevalent, Haram 

ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜŘΦΦΦΩ2  

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƛƴ aǳƭƭŀ !ƭƛ vŀǊƛ w!Ωǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ōǳǘ 

do these comments make him a person who disrespects the Haramain Shareefain? Or is it 

necessary to highlight these sinful acts so that the effort of rectification can take place? 

Translator 

The practice or amal of the Haramain Shareefain has never been classified as hujjat/daleel by 

any Scholars of the Ummah, past and present. Hence, it is incorrect and Baatil to claim that 

ΨƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ wƛȅŀŘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ aƻƻƴǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ 

ƻŦ ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ IŀǊŀƳŀƛƴ {ƘŀǊŜŜŦŀƛƴΩΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇarture of Prophet (sallahu alayhi 

wassallam) from this world, a great number of Sahabah RA emigrated to other countries for 

ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ 5ŀΩǿŀƘΦ ¸Ŝǘ ƴƻ {ŀƘŀōƛ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ tǊƻǇƘŜǘ όsallahu alayhi wassallam) 

ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wǳΩȅŀƘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ the  Haramain Shareefain, choosing instead to 

Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴƴŀƘ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨIŀŘƛǘƘ ƻŦ YǳǊŀƛōΩΦ ²Ŝ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 

from the books of Seerah that many a time the lunar calendars of Makkah and Madinah were 

different. So one can clearly conclude that those who are acting upon the Sunnah of Prophet 

(sallahu alayhi wassallam) by trying to sight the Hilal locally before going elsewhere, are in 

                                                           
1
 Raah e Sunnah Page 167 

2
 Mirqaat Volume 3 Page 217, from Raah e Sunnah Page 167 
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reality on the path of truth and to label them anything else is Slander. May Allah protect us 

from such major sins. Aameen. Translator 

Are astronomical calculations acceptable in our Holy Shariah? 

It is very unfortunate that many people have misunderstood this point completely, as we can 

clearly observe from the writings of Moulana Yaqub Miftahi and Moulana Ayyub Kholwadia 

Saheb. These Ulama must revise their opinions and in order to do so, they must begin by 

understanding what the majority of Ulama and the Muslim astronomers are saying. 

All the Ulama agree on the fact that the decision of hilal will be based on SIGHTING alone and 

ƴƻǘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎŀō ƻǊ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ !ƭƭŀƳŀ {ƘŀƳƛ wΦ!Φ Ƙŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΥ Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǊŜƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ 

the astronomers, meaning that the fast will not become Wajib on the people on the basis of the 

ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳŜǊǎΦΩ 3 HaŘƘǊŀǘ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ aǳŦǘƛ bƛȊŀƳǳŘŘƛƴ w! ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ ΨLǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŦƛȄ 

the first day of Shawwal as Eid, or the first day of Ramadhan for fasting on the basis of scientific 

ƻǊ ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦΩ4 

This means that if the astronomers say, for example, that on the 3rd of April there is a possibility 

of sighting the moon of Ramadhan, and the moon is not sighted, then it is not correct to rely on 

the opinion of the astronomers to fix the date of Ramadhan for the 4th of April. Or if, for 

example, the astronomers say that there is a possibility of sighting the Hilal of Shawwal on the 

3rd of May, but no Hilal is sighted, then to fix the day of Eid on the 4th of May on the basis on of 

ǘƘŜ ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳŜǊǎΩ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦ  

This is indeed correct, but one should not misinterpret this in the way that Moulana Miftahi and 

Moulana Kholwadia have. Their interpretation is that there is no basis whatsoever of calculations 

ƛƴ {ƘŀǊƛŀƘΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ¦ƭŀƳŀΣ ƛŦ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ƻŦ wǳΩȅŀƘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘ is 

astronomically possible to sight it, especially if the skies are clear, then the (impossible) 

testimony should be accepted and no significance should be given to the research of 

astronomical experts. Our Shariah is not blind, if this Deen is to remain in this world until 

Qiyamah, it can not only accept the claims of the astronomers (e.g. it is impossible to sight the 

moon before New Moon conjunction time/Waqth al-Iqthiran or after the moon has set before 

the sun) but can rule against it (e.g. when the moon is not sighted due to clouds, even though 

scientifically it could be possible to be sighted). This means it can not only agree with science but 

can overrule it when necessary. 

According to Majority of the edicts the distance after which one becomes a Musafir/Traveller is 

пу ƳƛƭŜǎΦ Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ пу ƳƛƭŜǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ōȅ ΨbŀǎΩ όŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ vǳǊΩŀŀƴƛŎ ƻǊ {ǳƴƴŀƘ 

evidence)? 

                                                           
3
 Shami Volume 2 Page 15/126 

4
 Muntaqabaat Nizam ul Fataawaa Volume 1 Page 131 
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It seems from the writings of Moulana Ayyub Kholwadia Saheb that the knowledge of Falakiyaat/ 

Astronomy is useless and worthy only to be classed as rubbish. I would like this Moulana and 

others like him to consider that if this knowledge is so useless, then why did Allamah Ruhani Bazi 

RA (whom Moulana Ayyub has described as; the greatest expert in astronomy, Muhaddith 

Aazam, !ǊƛŦ ōƛƭƭŀƘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ Yƛǘŀō ΨbŜǿ aƻƻƴ YŜŜ {ƘŀǊΩŜŜ IŀƛǘƘƛȅŀǘΩ tƎ рύ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ eighteen 

ōƻƻƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΚ ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ aǳƘŀŘŘƛǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǊŀ ǿŀǎǘŜ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ΨǘƘŜƻǊŜǘƛŎŀƭ 

ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΩ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ !ƘŀŘƛǘƘΚ ²Ŝ Ŏŀn thus conclude 

that this knowledge of astronomy has definitely got some importance. 

IŀŘƘǊŀǘ !ƭƛ w! ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ŀ ΨIŀƳƛƭ Ŝ vǳǊΩŀŀƴΩ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳȅ όIŀȅΩŀǘύΣ 

ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ Ƙƛǎ LƳŀŀƴΦ !ǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŎƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊǎŜΥ Ψ±ŜǊƛƭȅ, in the alternation of 

ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŀȅΩ5Φ !ōŘǳƭƭŀƘ Lōƴ !ōōŀǎ w! ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ ΨLƭƳ bǳƧƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ IŀȅΩŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

¦ƭƻƻƳ Ŝ bǳōǳǿǿŀǘΣ ƛŦ ƻƴƭȅ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ ƛǘΦΩ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀƛŘΥ ΨLǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

knowledge of the seven stars and the twelve big sǘŀǊǎΩ6. It is written in the Manaqib of Imam 

Malik RA that amongst the books he has written is a book on astronomy. In this book he has 

discussed the stages of the moon and the calculation times (of Salah). It is written in a book by 

ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ Ψ¢ŀǉǊŜŜō ǳƭ .ŀŜŜŘΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ 

astronomy is to determine the orbit of the sun and the moon, through which one can gain the 

knowledge of how to establish the direction of the Qiblah, Salah times, etc. Hence it is necessary 

to acquire this knowledge. It is a well known fact that in the same manner that Salah is Fardh in 

Shariah, to acquire the knowledge of its correct times and correct direction is also Fardh. All the 

Ulama are unanimous on this.7 

Allamah Sayyad Muhammad Aloosi .ŀƎƘŘŀŘƛ w! ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ ΨL ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ 

ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎΤ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ bǳǎƻƻǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ vǳǊΩŀŀƴ ŀƴŘ {ǳƴƴŀƘΦΩ8 (If this so 

called theoretical knowledge was useless, why would the Mufti of Baghdad Allamah Aloosi spend 

time and effort researching it?) 

!ƭƭŀƳŀƘ ¢ŀǉƛǳŘŘƛƴ {ǳōƪƛ w! ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ ΨLǘ ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ vŀŘƘƛ ǘƻ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ 

astronomy in order that he can judge the testimonies of the sighting of Hilal correctly. If he 

himself is not familiar with this knowledge, then he must remain in contact with an expert in 

!ǎǘǊƻƴƻƳȅΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ƧǳŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻƻƴ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅΦΩ9 This is 

what Allamah Jowhari Tantawi has written as well. 

Moulana Ayyub Saheb, you may be aware that the Fuqahaa have relied upon and trusted the 

ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ aŀǎŀŀΩƛƭΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΥ ŀύ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƛŎƪ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ŀǎ 

ΨŜȄŎǳǎŜŘΩ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōύ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ aǳǎƭƛƳ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ 

treatment with Haram medicine. You may also be aware that the Ulama of this era have given 

                                                           
5
 !ƭ vǳǊΩŀŀƴ {ǳǊŀƘ ¸ǳƴǳǎ ±ŜǊǎŜ сΦ 

6
 Burooj 

7
 Islami Maah Awr Ruyat e Hilal Shariat Awr Ilm Falakiyaat Kee Roshnee Mai. Page 39 

8
 aŀΩŀǊƛŦǳƭ vǳǊΩŀŀƴ ±ƻƭǳƳŜ с tŀƎŜ пул 

9
 Al Ilm ul Manshoor Page 26, Islami Maah Awr Ruyat e Hilal Shariat Awr Ilm Falakiyaat Kee Roshnee Mai. Page 39 
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the ruling that a fast will not be broken by putting medicine into the ears, contrary to the view of 

the past Fuqahaa.  

Now read the views and opinions of our Akaabir, through which one may conclude that one 

should not totally discard the research of the experts in astronomy: 

IŀŘƘǊŀǘ aǳŦǘƛ {ŀȅŜŘ !ōŘǳǊ wŀƘŜŜƳ [ŀƧǇǳǊƛ w! ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ Ψ9ŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻƻƴ 

ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦΩ IŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ 

moon will ōŜ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴƴŀǘ Ŝ bŀōŀǿƛȅŀƘΦΩ10 (Hadhrat Mufti Saheb has 

ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘΥ Ψƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛǘ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ {ǳƴƴŀƘΩΦύ Cŀ 

Tadabbar 

Mufti Nizamuddin, Mufti e Aazam and Muhaddith of Darul Uloom Deoband, writesΥ ΨLŦ ŀ Ƴŀƴ 

testifies that he has sighted the crescent before the Waqth al-Iqthiran (New Moon conjunction 

time), then his testimony must be rejected, as it is against logic and observation. Conjunction 

occurs before the moon is present in the sky, so the new moon cannot be sighted, and if this 

ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ IŀŘƛǘƘΦΩ ά¢ƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛǎΧέ11 

!ƭƭŀƳŀƘ {ǳōƪƛ wΦ!Φόтрс !Iύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ ΨΧƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƛƴ ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳȅ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎƭȅ 

state that there is no possibility of sighting the crescent then the testimony (of those who claim 

ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǘύ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǊǊŜŘ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ ƭȅƛƴƎΧΩ12 This was also the view of the 

CŀƳƻǳǎ ¢ŀŀōƛΩŜŜ aǳǘŀǊǊƛŦ Lōƴ !ōŘǳƭƭŀƘ w!Φ13 

Hadhratjee Moulana Enamul Hassan Saheb RA wrote in a letter addressed to the Dewsbury 

¢ŀōƭƛƎƘƛ aŀǊƪŀȊ {ƘƻƻǊŀŀΥ  Ψ²ƘŜƴ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻŦ Ƴƻƻƴ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘŜǎǘ 

possibility of sighting, no credit should be given to these claims and this position is in accordance 

with the actions of Jamhoor/maƧƻǊƛǘȅ ¦ƭŀƳŀΦέ 

Let me quote the resolution passed by the Fiqh Academy based at Jeddah, documented by Mufti 

aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘ ¢ŀǉƛ ¦ǘƘƳŀŀƴƛ {ŀƘŜōΥ ΨCƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘΣ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΣ 

but help can be taken from astronomical calculations and observatories. This ensures that the 

IŀŘƛǘƘ ƛǎ ŀŎǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŦŀŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘΦΩ14 

IŀŘƘǊŀǘ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ ¸ǳǎǳŦ [ǳŘƘȅŀŀƴǿƛ w! ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭǳƴŀǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛǎ 

dependent upon the sighting of the moon. One can take help from the astronomers as to 

ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΩΦ15 

IŀŘƘǊŀǘ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ aǳŦǘƛ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘ ¢ŀǉƛ ¦ǘƘƳŀŀƴƛ {ŀƘŜō ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ Ψ!ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛ ¦ƭŀƳŀΣ 

it is the view of the Ulama of this era, that if a testimony is given when sighting the moon is not 

logically possible, then that testimony is suspicious. On the basis of suspicion, this testimony 

                                                           
10

 Fataawaa Rahimiyah Volume 9 Page 417 
11

 aŀǎΩŀƭŀƘ wǳΩȅŀǘ Ŝ Iƛƭŀƭ ŀǿǊ LǎƭŀƳƛ aŀŀƘ tŀƎŜ мфф 
12

 Fataawa As Subki Vol 1 Page 209 
13

 Commentary of Sahih Muslim-Al Minhaaj Volume 1 Page 347 
14

 Sharee Faislay Page 95 
15
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Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅΩΦ 

Lƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ Cŀǘǿŀ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎƛƎƴŜŘΣ ƛǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ ΨhǳǊ ƻǇƛƴƛon is that not every testimony is 

ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ όvŀǘΩŜŜύΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŜǊǊƻǊΦ !ǎǘǊƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΣ 

whereas there could be an error in the deductions made in their testimony. Hence if the 

testimony is against the opinion of ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳŜǊǎΣ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘΦΩ 

IŀŘƘǊŀǘ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ .ǳǊƘŀƴǳŘŘƛƴ {ŀƴōƘƭƛ w! ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ ΨhƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ 

addition to simplicity and the natural way, Islam also embraces logic and reason. The famous 

Maaliki scholar Allamah Abu LǎƘŀǉ {Ƙŀŀǘōƛ w! Ƙŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ŀƭ aǳǿŀŀŦŀǉŀŀǘΥ Ψ!ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 

ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ {ƘŀǊƛŀƘ ƻǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƎƛŎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŎǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴΩΦ .ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƛǘ 

is not against the Holy Shariah to reject those decisions, which are impossible and Mahaal, and 

which go against clear logic and intelligence. The astronomers say that calculations regarding the 

ƻǊōƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴ ŀƴŘ aƻƻƴ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ vǳǊΩŀŀƴƛŎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ όΨ¢ƘŜ 

sun and the moon rotate on an exactly computed coursŜΩ {ǳǊŀƘ ррΣ ǾŜǊǎŜ рύΦ IŜƴŎŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 

be wrong to say that if a claim of sighting was made when it was logically impossible to sight it 

(for example, at the time of conjunction, or before. Translator), then the claimant has erred.16 

There is an accepted ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ǘǊǳǎǘǿƻǊǘƘȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ 

testimony on this, would not be accepted but rather rejected, on the basis that the person has 

erred.  It is on this basis that there is an important principle of Usool e Hadith, that a Hadith 

which is logically impossible and against common sense is fabricated. 

CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ IŀŦƛȊ Lōƴ IŀƧŀǊ !ǎǉŀƭŀŀƴƛ w! Ƙŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΥ Ψ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀȅ 

ŘŜŜƳ ŀ IŀŘƛǘƘ ŀǎ ŦŀōǊƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜΥ ǘƘŜ IŀŘƛǘƘ ƎƻŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ bŀǎ ƻŦ vǳǊΩŀŀƴΣ {ǳƴnat e 

aǳǘŀǿŀŀǘƛǊŀƘΣΣ LƧƳŀŀ Ŝ vŀǘΩŜŜΣ ƻǊ {ŀǊŜŜƘ !ǉŀƭΣ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƭƻƎƛŎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ !ƭƭŀƳŀ {ǳȅƻƻǘƛ w! ŀƴŘ LƳŀƳ !ōǳ .ŀƪŀǊ Wŀǎǎŀǎ w!ΦΩ 

 

Is it necessary to follow the Madaaris and Maraakiz of UK or the Holy Shariah? 

Moulana Ayyǳō YƘƻƭǿŀŘƛŀ ŎƭŀƛƳǎΥ Ψ!ǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aŀŘŀŀǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǊŀƪƛȊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ƛǎ 

ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ {ŀǳŘƛ wǳΩȅŀƘΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǎǳƛǘΩΦ  

We would like to bring to the attention of Moulana the fact that until today we have studied only 

FOUR principles/Usool in Fiqh. Where has this fifth one cropped up from? Is there any standing 

in the Shariah for this fifth principle? If, in light of strong evidence, the practice of all the 

Madaaris is incorrect in the eyes of a group (comprising of Senior Ulama, Translator), should they 

follow the Madaaris or the Shariah? 

IŀŘƘǊŀǘ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ ¸ǳǎǳŦ [ǳŘƘȅŀŀƴǿƛ w! ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ άƳƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎκ!Ƴŀƭ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ aŀǎƘŀŀƛƪƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ {ƘŀǊƛŀƘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘέΦ17 
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 aƻǿƧƻƻŘŀƘ ½ŀƳŀŀƴŀȅ Yŀ {ƘŀǊΩŜŜ Iŀƭ tŀƎŜ тсΣттΣту 
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IŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ ά¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ clearly, the president of Pakistan, the King of Saudi Arabia, 

political leaders, Ulama and Mashaaikh are all Ummati. Their opinions and actions are not 

{ƘŀǊΩŜŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦΦΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǉǳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ {ƘŜƛƪƘ 

and that {ƘŜƛƪƘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ !ƭƭŀƘ !ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅέΦΩ18   

It could be the Mufti Aazam of the UK or the reminder of our Aslaaf, no ones actions or opinions 

are Hujjat/Evidence. There are only four forms of evidences accepted by our Holy Shariah: 1) The 

Iƻƭȅ vǳǊΩŀŀn. 2) Ahadith. 3) Ijmaa e Ummat. 4) Qiyaas. 

Moulana should be made aware that the majority of these institutions are Hanafi ul Maslak 

ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ IƛŘŀŀȅŀƘΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻƴ Ψwǳȅŀǘ Ŝ IƛƭŀƭΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ 

NOT being adhered to in Saudi Arabia as their school of thought is either Salafi or Hambali. 

Should these Madaaris now discard these strict principles and replace the whole chapter with: 

Follow Saudi Blindly? Principles/Muhtamims of these institutions also take note. Translator 

Minority and Majority is not proof of falsehood and truth 

Moulana Ayyub Saheb and many others are of the view that the opinion of the majority is Haq 

and truth, and the minority view is false. As though following the majority and the larger group is 

Deen. If anyone goes against the majority view, then he is seen as guilty of causing disunity. 

This way of thinking is indeed regrettable. If these opinions are coming from senior Ulama who 

are also authors of books, then it is a source of even greater regret. But there again, it states in 

the Hadith, that as we come nearer to the Qiyamah, there will be a decrease of Ilm/knowledge. 

hƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ vǳǊΩŀŀƴƛŎ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ !ƭƭŀƘ {²¢ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

minority or the majority as a criterion for determining truth and falsehood. These verses are very 

ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘǎ ƛƴ vǳǊΩŀŀƴƛŎ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ƴƻǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƭƛƎƘǘŜǎǘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜǊǊƻǊΦ .Ŝƭƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ όǘƘŜ !ǊŀōƛŎ ǿƻǊŘ ΨvŀƭŜŜƭΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

mentioned in all verses): 

And none believed with him, except a few (Qaleela). (Surah 11 Verse 40) 

None knows them but a few (Qaleel).  (Surah 18 Verse 22.)  

But few (Qaleelum) of my slaves are grateful. (Surah 34 Verse 13) 

Except those who believe and do righteous good deeds and they are few (Qaleelum) 

(Surah 38 verse 24)  

But when fighting was ordered for them, they turned away, all except a few of them (Qaleelum).   

. (Surah 2 Verse 246)  

Had it not been for the grace and mercy of Allah upon you, you would have followed Satan save 

a few (Qaleela) of you. (Surah 4 verse 83) 
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And they do not remember Allah but little (Qaleela) (Surah 4 Verse 142) 

Little (Qaleelum) is that you remember! (Surah 69 Verse 42) 

If only there had been among the generations before you, persons having wisdom, prohibiting 

όƻǘƘŜǊǎύ ŦǊƻƳ ά!ƭ-CŀǎŀŘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ - except a few (Qaleelum) of those whom we saved from 

among them. (Surah 11 Verse 116) 

And of knowledge, you (mankind) have been given only a little (Qaleela). (Surah 17 Verse 85) 

They used to sleep but little (Qaleelum) by night. (Surah 51 Verse 17) 

.ǳǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƪƴŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻǊŘΣ ǎŀƛŘΥ ΨIƻǿ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀ small 

group (Qaleelatin) ƻǾŜǊŎŀƳŜ ŀ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ Ƙƻǎǘ ōȅ !ƭƭŀƘΩǎ ƭŜŀǾŜΚΩ !ƴŘ !ƭƭŀƘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΦ 

(Surah 2 Verse 249) 

bƻǿ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ vǳǊΩŀŀƴƛŎ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜƴ 

judge for yourselves: can this majority be deemed a principle of Haq and truth, as Moulana 

Ayyub Saheb and others are claiming? Read through the verses below, (the Arabic word 

ΨYŀǘƘŜŜǊΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴύΥ  

And your forces will be of no avail to you, however numerous (Kathurat) it be, and verily, 
Allah is with the believers. (Surah 8 Verse 19) 

¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΥ άh bƻŀƘΗ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ much have (Fa-aktharta) you prolonged 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΣ ƴƻǿ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ ǳǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘŦǳƭΦέ 
(Surah 11 Verse 32) 

And made therein much mischief.  (Fa-aktharoo). (Surah 89 Verse 12) 

Even though the abundance of evil (Kathratul) may please you. (Surah 5 Verse 100) 

Many of the people of the scripture wish that if they could turn you away as disbelievers 
(Katheerun) after you have believed. (Surah 2 Verse 109) 

There is no good in most of their secret talks (Katheerim) save him who orders sadaqa, or 
aŀΩǊǳŦΣ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ 
of Allah, We shall give him a great reward.   (Surah 4 Verse 114) 

There are from among them people who are on the right course but many of them do evil 
deeds (Katheerum). (Surah 5 Verse 66) 

And ǎƻ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƳǳǎƘǊƛƪǳƴΩ όYŀǘƘŜŜǊƛƳύ ǘƘŜƛǊ όǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ !ƭƭŀƘΩύ άǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎέ ƘŀǾŜ 
made fair-seeming the killing of their children.    (Surah 6 Verse 136) 

But there are many (men) on whom the punishment is justified (Katheerun). And 
whomsoever Allah disgraces, none can honour him. Verily! Allah does what He will.   (Surah 
22 Verse 18) 

And Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǿŜǊŜ ΨCŀǎƛǉǳƴΩ όYŀǘƘŜŜǊǳƳύ. (Surah 57 Verse 16) 
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 ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ !ƭƭŀƘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜΚέ .ȅ ƛǘ ƘŜ misleads many (Katheera), and many he 
ƎǳƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅΦ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ƳƛǎƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŦƻǊǎŀƪŜ !ƭƭŀƘΩǎ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜΦ ό{ǳǊŀƘ н 
Verse 26) 

And indeed, there came to them our messengers with clear proofs, evidences, and signs, 
even then after that many of them continued to exceed the limits in the land! (Katheerum) 
(Surah 5 Verse 32) 

And you see many of them (Jews) hurrying for sin and transgression (Katheeram), and 
eating illegal things. Evil indeed is which that they have been doing. (Surah 5 Verse 62) 

Verily, that which has been sent down to you (Muhammad Sallallahu alayhi wassallam) from 
your lord increases in many of them their obstinate rebellion and disbelief (Katheerum). 
(Surah 5 Verse 68) 

And surely, we have created many of the jinns and mankind for hell (Katheerum). (Surah 7 
Verse 179) 

Verily, there are many of the rabbis and monks who devour the wealth of mankind in 
falsehood (Katheerum), and hinder (them) from the way of Allah. (Surah 9 Verse 34) 

And verily, many among mankind are heedless (Katheeram) of our Ayat. (Surah 10 Verse 
92) 

tƻƴŘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ vǳǊΩŀŀƴƛŎ ǾŜǊǎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ 
as: Fasiqun (constant sinners), astray, ignorant, residents of hell, ungrateful, negligent, and 
neglecters of the truth...the list could go on. Now we could ask Moulana Ayyub Saheb and 
others, is the constant clamour of the majority correct or are the conclusive verses of the 
Iƻƭȅ vǳǊΩŀŀƴ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΚ These are only a few examples that come to mind but if one was to 
ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ vǳǊΩŀŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ Ƴind, a clear conscience, and without a shred of arrogance 
ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ vǳǊΩŀŀƴΦ 

bƻǿΣ ƭŜǘǎ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ !ƘŀŘƛǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƭŦ ƳŀŘŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛƻƴΣ ΨǘƘŜ 
majority is Haq, whereas the minoritȅ ƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ .ŀŀǘƛƭΩΣ ƛǎ indeed false and incorrect.  

A Hadith of Prophet (sallahu alayhi wassallamύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ŀ Ψ¢ŀŀΩƛŦŀƘΩ 
group from my Ummah that will be helped on the truth, their enemies will not be able to 
harm them, until the oǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ !ƭƭŀƘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜǎΣ όƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ vƛȅŀƳŀƘύΦΩ19 

¢ƘƻǎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǊŀōƛŎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ¢ŀŀΩƛŦŀƘΩ means a small group. 
Therefore, this Hadith clarifies that the minority group, even if it is one individual, can be on 
the path of truth, even if the whole world is opposed to them.  

Lǘ ƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ aŀƧƳŀ ǳƭ .ŀƘŀǊΥ  Ψ¢ŀŀΩƛŦŀƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΦ ¢ŀŀΩƛŦŀƘ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊ 
future Deen will reach such a point, that those who are steadfast on Deen will number 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘΦΩ20 This Hadith gives solace and comfort to the minority by saying they 
should not be overcome by the majority on the path of Baatil. 
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There is clear evidence in this that the majority could be on the path of falsehood, whilst the 
minority could be on the path of truth. Lƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǎŀŀΩƛƭ ƻŦ {ƘŀǊƛŀƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
majority is not necessarily the Haq and the truth. 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ IŀŘƛǘƘ ƛƴ {ǳƴŀƴ Ŝ ¢ƛǊƳƛȊƛΥ Ψ¢Ƙŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ǊŜǾƛǾŜǎ ŀ {ǳƴƴŀh that has been 
forgotten after me (my death), for him is the same reward as the person who is practicing 
ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴƴŀƘέΦ tƻƴŘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜΣ ΨǿƘƻ ǊŜǾƛǾŜǎ Ƴȅ {ǳƴƴŀƘΩΥ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ 
individual as well as others. If a Sunnah has been abandoned and forgotten, the reviver 
could be one individual, or a small group. Through this, one can conclude that the majority 
opinion is not in any way a form of evidence or proof. 

The Prophet Sallallahu alayhi wassallam Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘΥ Ψ! ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŦƛǊƳ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛme when 
Ƴȅ ¦ƳƳŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ōŀŘ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢Ƙŀǿŀŀō ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ƳŀǊǘȅǊǎΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ 
Hadith, we can understand that there will come a time when the majority of the Ummah 
will be involved in mischief and the followers of the Sunnah will be in a minority. Hence, 
there will be greater virtue for those who are obedient to the Sunnah, in the era mentioned, 
as they will be in a minority while the majority of people will be on the wrong path. Thus, 
the majority of Ulama will also not be evidence of truth ŀƴŘ IŀǉΦΩ 

Prophet (sallahu alayhi wassallamύ Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘΥ Ψ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜ IŀƭŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘ 
according to the Sunnah, and people remain safe from him, he will enter into Jannah. A 
person replied, O Prophet of Allah, today there are many like these! Prophet (sallahu alayhi 
wassallam) replied, in the near future, after my time there will be some people like these.21 
This Hadith shows that people who are obedient to the Sunnah will be in a minority in the 
future. This is further supported by the HadithΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǊŀ ƛǎ ƳƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ƛǎ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŦŀƭǎŜƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΩΦ Lǘ ƛǎ 
ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǊŀόǿƘŜƴ ŦŀƭǎŜƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇǊŜŀŘύǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ψ!ƘƭŜ 
.ŀŀǘƛƭΩΣ !ƘƭŜ Iŀǉ ǿƛƭƭ be in a minority, hence how can one say that the majority or larger 
group is evidence of Haq and truth? 

¢ƘŜ tǊƻǇƘŜǘ όǎŀƭƭŀƘǳ ŀƭŀȅƘƛ ǿŀǎǎŀƭƭŀƳύ Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘΥ Ψbƻ ¦ƳƳŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ tǊƻǇƘŜǘ 
after his departure except that the Ahle Baatil has overcomeκƻǾŜǊǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘŦǳƭΦΩ22 

This Hadith also makes it clear that when there will be a difference between the people of 
falsehood and truth, the people of falsehood will be in the majority. Thus, it is clear that the 
view of the majority is not the criterion of Haq and truth. 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ IŀŘƛǘƘΥ  Ψ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀƭƛǾŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜΣ ƻǊ ŎƻƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ όLƪƘǘƛƭŀŀŦύΦ IƻƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ Ƴȅ {ǳƴƴŀƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴƴŀƘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ YƘǳƭŀŦŀŀΩΦ 
This Hadith clarifies that when differences appear in the Ummah, the obedience to the 
Sunnah of the Prophet (sallahu alayhi wassallam) and the Sunnah of the Khulafaa RA is 
obligatory. There will be no dependence on a majority group or a minority group. Even if 
only one person remains on the path of Sunnah, he will not be affected by the whole world 
turning against him.  

From many Ahadith we come to understand that on the day of judgement, there will only 
be two or three people with some Ambiyaa, meaning that the majority disobeyed and 
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rejected the invitatƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ŀΩǿŀƘ ƻŦ ǘŀǳƘŜŜŘΦ bƻǿ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜΣ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƭƛŜ 
with the minority or the majority?  

IŀŘƘǊŀǘ !ƭƛ w! Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǳƴƛǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ !ƘƭŜ Iŀǉ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ǳƴƛǘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
small in number, and the uniting of Ahle Baatil is in reality differing, even if they are greater 
ƛƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊΩΦ23  

LƳŀƳ {ǳŦȅŀŀƴ ¢ƘƻǿǊƛ w! ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΥ ά!ŎŎŜǇǘ Ƴȅ ²ŀǎƛȅŀƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƘƭŜ 
{ǳƴƴŀƘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƛƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊέΦ 

 LƳŀƳ !ōǳ .ŀƪǊ !ȅŀŀǎƘ w! ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ Ψ/ƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƘƭŜ {ǳƴƴŀƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ of innovators 
ŀǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦΩ24 LƳŀƳ {ŀƘŜō ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ƘƭŜ {ǳƴƴŀƘΩΦ 

Moulana Ayyub Saheb! During the battle of Uhad, when fifty archers were fixed on the 
valley, there was a difference of opinion amongst them as to whether they should leave the 
valley when they witnessed the Muslims overcoming the enemies. Forty of them left the 
valley. Moulana Saheb, was the opinion of the majority correct, or the opinion of the 
minority?  

After the death of Prophet (sallahu alayhi wassallam), some tribes refused to give Zakat. 
Was it not the case that, except for Hadhrat Abu Bakr RA, the opinion of all the Sahabah RA 
in the beginning was not to wage Jihad against them?25 Which opinion was correct, that of 
the majority or the minority? 

The opinion of Hadhrat Umar RA and Hadhrat Saad Ibn Muaz RA as regards to the prisoners 
of Badr was different to all the Sahabah RA, even differing to the high opinion of Prophet 
(sallahu alayhi wassallam). One must be aware that through revelation and Wahi, the 
opinion of Hadhrat Umar was agreed upon by Allah Almighty Himself. 

Lǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ LƳŘŀŘ ǳƭ !ƘƪŀŀƳΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ IŀŘƛǘƘΣ ΨŦƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΩΣ means that in matters of 
ΨLΩǘƛǉŀŀŘΩ ŀƴŘ !ǉŜŜŘŀƘΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ !ǉŜŜŘŀƘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ 
aƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨYƘŀƛǊ ǳƭ vǳǊƻƻƴΩ όōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŜǊŀǎύΦ26 

 

Is every unity acceptable and good? A direct answer to Moulana Ayyub 
Kholwadia Saheb DB. 

Moulana Ayyub Saheb and others persist in talking about unity endlessly! Unity! Is all unity 
good and acceptable? And is all Ikhtilaaf bad? Then, may I ask unity amongst whom? All the 
Muslims of the UK, or only Ahle Deoband? Or do they mean the unity of the town, city or 
borough? 

If you mean only Ahle Deoband, then would you reject the Ahle Brelwi from Islam? If you 
want the unity of the entire United Kingdom, then you are incapable of achieving it. Many 
people have tried and failed. However, Moulana Ayyub Saheb, if unity is so important in 
your eyes, then why did you differ when all the Imams of Batley agreed on one 
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Moonsighting criteria? Should you not have held firm to the unity that you claim to hold so 
dearly? You attended those meetings, and promised to agree on the final decision, which is 
on record. Hadhrat! If you promise to abide by the decision of a gathering of Ulama, then to 
go against it, is not correct at all. You have enjoyed the company and guidance of our most 
senior Akaabir, hence, this type of behaviour from you and people like you is totally 
unacceptable. 

Moulana! It seems that you are holding on to this opinion so strongly that you have 
forgotten what you have written yourself. You have written regarding Moulana Yaqub 
vŀǎƳƛ {ŀƘŜōΥ ΨŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ {ŀǳŘƛ 
decisions, and giving speeches, and handing out literature against them: this two way 
ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŀōƭŜΩΦ27 

Moulana! For you to sit with the Ulama of Batley, promising to abide by their decision, then 
ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƘƻƭŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜƳ 
aƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ ΨƘȅǇƻŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭΩΦ ¸ƻǳ 
may want us to forget what you said, but what is written can never be forgotten! 

aȅ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǊŜŀŘ ȅƻǳǊ vƻǿƭ Ŝ CŀƛǎŀƭΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿǊƛǘŜΥ ΨL Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ the two 
Imams of the Jamia Masjids of Batley and Dewsbury, with their own research and honesty, 
announce Eid on two different days, i.e. one Imam announces on a Friday whilst the other 
on a Saturday, then with total faith I can say that the Eids of both these places will be 100% 
ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ Cŀǘǿŀ ŀƴŘ !ƘŀŘƛǘƘΩΦ28  

Moulana! Not only the Imam of Jamia Masjid, but all the Imams of Batley made a 
unanimous decision on the issue of Hilal, after much research, and in light of the writings of 
the Fuqahaa. Why did you go against them and perform your Eid Salah at Markaz (a day 
before)? Why are you now causing mayhem in Batley because you wish to perform Eid Salah 
ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛ ŘŀǘŜΚ ²ƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ Ψмлл҈ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΩ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻΚ Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ 
ΨŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΩ ƴƻǿ ΨƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΩΚ                      

 (Should we now also provide facilities for people to perform their Salah according to the 
Salah times of Saudi, especially the Asar Salah at Mithle awwal?) Translator 

In your book you quote Sheikh Ali Mia Nadǿƛ w!Υ Ψ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ 
cause differences/Ikhtilaf in the UK should go to India and Pakistan and fulfil this desire 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩΦ29 Moulana Ayyub, if only you acted upon your own advice and left for India and 
Pakistan, leaving the people of Batley in peace and unity, to celebrate one Eid without 
confusion. If you are not going to act upon the principles of your own book, how can you 
expect others to act upon it? 

¸ƻǳ ŀƭǎƻ ǉǳƻǘŜ IŀŘƘǊŀǘ aŀǎƛƘ ǳƭ ¦ƳƳŀǘ w!Υ Ψ5ƻ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ aŀǎƭŀƪΣ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
cǊƛǘƛŎƛǎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ aŀǎƭŀƪΦΩ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅƻǳ ǿǊƛǘŜΥ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ malfooz, it is the 
conclusion of this book and life. If one acts upon this, he will taste the pleasures of paradise 
ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΩΦ30 Moulana! You yourself have not acted upon this valuable advice that you 
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claim will help you to enter Paradise. By writing a whole book, Qowl e Faisal, you have 
ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ aŀǎƭŀƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǿŀȅǎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ vǳǊΩŀŀƴƛŎ ǾŜǊǎŜΥ Ψ!ƴŘ ȅƻǳ enjoin good to the other 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΩΦ31 

If unity is so important to you, then you might want to start a movement to discard the 
Mazahib of the Four Imams, and adopt the Salafi method, as this Four Madhab concept is 
against unity.    Then ponder over this, was there always agreement amongst the Sahabah, 
Tabieen, Tab e Tabieen and the Fuqahaa? There is a difference of opinion amongst the 
Sahabah as regards to Qiraat behind the Imam; would you say that by this difference they 
have created mischief? 

 

An important point for your attention! 

Moulana Ayyub Saheb, you continue to quote Moulana Ruhani Bazi RA: now read what he 
has written, in order that you may become aware of whether the Saudi stance is right or 
ǿǊƻƴƎΗ IŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ Ψ¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ aware that the moon orbits one degree approximately 
every two hours. According to this calculation, at the end of the month, the moon will not 
be visible for at least forty-eight hours. For twenty-four hours, the moon will be to the West 
of sun. Then, the sun and the moon will come to point zero, the conjunction time, which is 
also the point of the birth of the new moon. Then within twenty four hours it will move 
towards the East until it reaches twelve or thirteen degrees, then only can it become visible. 
Through this one can understand that for the moon to be visible, it has to be at least twenty 
ŦƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻƭŘΩΦ32   

From the writings of Moulana Bazi RA one can understand that at the end of the month, the 
moon cannot be seen for at least forty eight hours, and that the moon has to be at least 
twenty four hours old to be visible. Now Moulana, you must find out yourself, what is the 
age of the Saudi moon each month? Sometimes the age is irrelevant as IT IS CLAIMED THAT 
THE MOON HAS BEEN SEEN BEFORE ITS BIRTH! (AND THIS LUDICROUS CLAIM WAS 
ACCEPTED. Translator). If the moon is invisible for at least forty eight hours at the end of the 
month, then look at the Saudi situation: on the morning of the 29th of Ramadhan the moon 
was seen, and in the evening the decision was announced that it would be Eid on the next 
day!  

This information was not acquired by hearsay; rather this is what Hadhrat Sheikh Ul Hadith 
aƻǳƭŀƴŀ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘ ½ŀƪŀǊƛŀ w! Ƙŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΦ IŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ Ψ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ 
Monday the 29th of Ramadhan, after Fajr, Molvi Ihsan brought the news that the moon is 
high and very easily visible. We all became satisfied that we had one more day for 
Ramadhan. But when Molvi Aftaab heard the news, he said straightaway that the manner of 
thinking of India/Pakistan does not work here. He said: I have been here for 28/30 years; 
there was one Eid after the 28th fast, one after the 30th, and all the rest after the 29th. I had 
heard that it is common for Ramadhan to last for 29 days here. But I was satisfied with the 
InŘƛŀƴ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΩΦ ό¢ƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǎΥ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 
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month after Maghrib on the 29th, if you have seen the moon in the morning. This is an 
unalterable fact. TranslatorύΦ IŀŘƘǊŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΥ ΨLǘ ŦŜƭǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ in the Nawaafil 
after Maghrib and Salat ul Isha was delayed for ten minutes compared to Ramadhan. After 
the Faraaidh I quickly started with my Sunnat...but in my first Rakaat I heard the Head 
Imam, who is also the Qadhi ul Qudhat here, make an announcement with the Salam and 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΦΦΦŀǘ ƻƴŎŜΣ L ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊŜ ό{ŀǳŘƛύ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻƴΩΦ όhǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
truth. Translator).33  

Moulana Ayyub! Moulana Bazi RA, (who according to you is the most qualified man in the 
field of astronomy in the whole of Asia, who is the Muhaddith e Aazam and Arif billah, and 
who has supposedly written eighteen books related to astronomy in the Arabic language) 
has said that the moon remains invisible for 48 hours. Yet, in Saudi Arabia the moon was 
sighted after Fajr on the morning of the 29th, and in the same evening a testimony was 
received and the decision of Eid was declared. Who should we believe?  The writings of 
IŀŘƘǊŀǘ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ wǳƘŀƴƛ .ŀȊƛ w!Σ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴΚ  bƻǿ ΨQowl e CŀƛǎŀƭΩ is in your 
hands. Using HadhǊŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
the sighting of the moon is made two days beforehand. 

Moulana! If only there was a Imam ul Haramain in Islamic countries who would give out an 
edict against the King, so that the Eid of Ramadhan could be on the correct day. Once, 
during the era of Imam Ul Haramain Abdul Malik Al Juwainy, King Saljooty announced the 
day of Eid but in the eyes of the Imam Ul Haramain, the Sighting was unreliable. At once, he 
ordered an announcement to be made ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ !ōǳƭ aŀΩŀŀƭŜŜ ƛǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƛǎ 
still Ramadhan therefore those who act upon my Fatwa must fast. When the King enquired, 
he told him that the people must be obedient to the King over matters of the kingdom, but 
as for that which is connected to Fatwa, the King must ask the Imam. According to the ruling 
of the Shariah, the Fatwa of the Ulama is in the same category as the orders of the king. 
Fasting and declaring Eid is dependent on Fatwa and it is nothing to do with the King. Hence 
the King announced that his ruling was wrong and the ruling of the Imam proved to be 
ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦΩ34  

Through this incident we can conclude that the Kings like the Ramadhans and Eids to be 
declared early from the beginning! Yes, now there is no such Imam Ul Haramain who will 
dare give an edict against the King, and make us commence the Ramadhan and Eid at the 
correct dates. Rather at this present time, it is not only the Ulama of Saudi but also the 
Ulama e Britannia and Molvi Adam Satatarayly Afriqi who are giving their lives to impose the 
incorrect decisions of the Saudi authorities upon us! (The people of U.K.)   

 

Further Points To Ponder  

aƻǳƭŀƴŀ !ȅȅǳō {ŀƘŜō ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ ΨhǳǊ LōŀŀŘŀŀǘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ŀǳŘƛ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǾŀƭƛŘΣ млл҈ 
ǾŀƭƛŘΩΦ Ψ¢ƘŜ LōŀŀŘŀŀǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ όǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ aƻǳƭŀƴŀΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ 
¦ǊŘǳύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǾŀƭƛŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΩΦ aȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎΥ ǿƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
other Ulama you mention accept the decision of the Haramain Shareefain by performing 
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your Isha at 18 degrees? Would this rejection also be seen as disrespecting the Haramain 
Shareefain? 

 aƻǳƭŀƴŀ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ aǳŦǘƛ !ŀȊŀƳ ƛǎ aǳŦǘƛ LǎƳŀƛƭ YŀŎƘƻƭǾƛΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ aǳŦǘƛ LǉǊŀƳ ǳƭ 
IŀǉΩΣ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ aǳŦǘƛ Ŝ !ŀȊŀƳ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ȅƻǳ. (I 
am not aware whether this is through knowledge and research or just for unity. However, it 
is necessary for the Mufti Saheb to research this issue in depth, and act accordingly. Is it 
permissible to go against your research simply for the sake of unity? The answer to this can 
be given by Mufti Saheb alone. Further, there are many Ulama in the UK who have become 
aware through their research that Saudi decisions are incorrect, but they are acting upon 
ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛ wǳΩȅŀƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǳƴƛǘȅΦ L ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƘŜm to find out from the Muftiyaan 
ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦ {ƘŀǊƛŀƘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ {ŀǳŘƛ ŦƻǊ ǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǎŀƪŜΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ōŜƛƴƎ 
ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛ wǳΩȅŀƘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦύ Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
deduced from your writings that Mufti Ŝ !ŀȊŀƳ ¢Ƙŀŀƴƛ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ {ŀǳŘƛ ŦƻǊ ǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
ǎŀƪŜΣ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǿƘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǿǊƛǘŜ ΨŦƻǊ ǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
ǎŀƪŜΩΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀǎǘƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƛŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ aǳŦǘƛ Ŝ !ŀȊŀƳ ¢Ƙŀŀƴƛ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ 
you, but what about the support of the first Mufti e Aazam UK that you previously 
mentioned?  

Ponder over his Fatwa. Mufti Ismail Kacholvi Saheb DB writes in one of his answers 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ vǳǊōŀƴƛΥ ΨCƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ .ŀǘƭŜȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ¸ƻǳƳ ǳƴ bŀƘǊΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ фth of Zil Hijjah 
or Yowm ul Arafah according to the unanimous decision of the Imams, Rabitah and the 
IMWS. All the people of Batley must accept this decision, and it would be against the 
{ƘŀǊƛŀƘ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ǳǇƻƴ ƻƴŜǎ ƻǿƴ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΩΦ 

Moulana, if there is only one Mufti e Aazam, what is the meaning of this second Mufti e 
Aazam? There are principles that must be used to determine the status of a Mufti e Aazam, 
principles which you may not have come across, and to give this position to someone, 
people in the UK must at least know him. Mufti Ŝ !ŀȊŀƳ Ψ¢ƘŀŀƴƛΩ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƴƻǘ ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ 
at all. Perhaps even your own children and other Ulama e Batley do not know him, never 
mind the public.  

aƻǳƭŀƴŀ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ 5ŀǊǳƭ ¦ƭƻƻƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΤ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
founders, Sheikh ¦ƭ IŀŘƛǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƭƭ Ǝƻ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦΦΦΩ aƻǳƭŀƴŀΣ 
ōȅ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ΨŀƭƭΩ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƛǎƘƻƴŜǎǘΦ L Ŏŀƴ ǿǊƛǘŜ ƴƻǘ 
one but many names of the teachers of Darul Ulooms who do not support you in practice, 
and as far as thinking is concerned, there are lots more! 

aƻǳƭŀƴŀΗ ¸ƻǳ ǿǊƛǘŜΥ Ψ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ Ƴƻƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƻ 
the extent that if a group of trusted, pious Ulama and other trustworthy people were to 
testify that they have sighted the Hilal, then their naked eye sighting would be thrown into 
the dustbin as the observation of this trusted group is going against the new moon 
ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛƻƴΩΦ  

Moulana, after reading this I concluded that you are indeed troubled by this moon issue at a 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜȄǘŜƴǘΣ ŀǎ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ΨLΩƛǘƛŘŀŀƭΩ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ 
this to the extreme. Pardon me, but this is dishonesty, can you support your statement with 
any evidence? Can you recount even one incident where the trusted Ulama, Sulahaa(pious 
people), and a group of other trustworthy people have seen the Hilal before the new moon? 
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If not a large group, a few pious people will suffice. (At the time of Eid last year, 2008, Molvi 
Yakub Miftahi Sahib printed the names of a few people in Bradford and Blackburn in his 
monthly letter who claimed sighting. Upon research, we found that either they did not exist, 
or they backed out of the claim. Translator). 

Moulana, go out and do some research for a few months. Can the Hilal really be seen before 
its Imkan/ possibility? Do not believe a few dodgy claims, observe yourself. You will come to 
ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻǊ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ΨLƳƪŀƴ Ŝ 
wǳΩȅŀƘΩΦ  

Moulana, the time we are living in is such that lies and falsehood are on the increase, 
ŘƛǎƘƻƴŜǎǘȅ ƛǎ ǊƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŦƻǊŜǘƻƭŘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ !ƘŀŘƛǘƘΣ Ψ¢ƘǳƳƳŀ ¸ŀŦǎƘǳƭ YŀȊƛōΩΦ Lƴ ŀƴ ŜǊŀ 
of falsehood, the skies are clear yet a few people claim to sight the moon: to accept such a 
testimony is against all logic. This is the reason why Imam Abu Bakr Jassas RA has written in 
Ƙƛǎ !ƘƪŀŀƳ ǳƭ vǳǊΩŀŀƴΥ ΨhǳǊ LƳŀƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ Cŀǘǿŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ 
for Ramadhan and Eid the testimony of one or two people is not enough. The group 
testifying must be so great in number that there is no possibility of error. The reason for this 
is that by accepting the testimony of one or two people, it is as if we are claiming that the 
ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ōƭƛƴŘΩΦ35 

(I must remind Moulana of the Birmingham conference, that after the mischief created by 
himself and his host Qari Zubair Baleshwari, and members of the Jamiat in the original 
conference, according to reports from a reliable source, a further conference was held in 
vŀǊƛ ½ǳōŀƛǊΩs Masjid, where Mufti Abu Zafar was addressing the gathering, he was asked by 
Moulana Imdad ul Hasan Saheb from Birmingham a similar question, that Moulana! The 
people in Dubai claimed sighting, yet the people in Pakistan reported negative. Not only on 
that day but the next day as well. The time difference between the two countries is just one 
hour, hence either the eyes of the people of Dubai are very, very strong, or the people of 
Pakistan are blind? Can you explain this? The whole gathering was silent, no one could 
answer this query, eventually leading to Moulana Ibrahim Khan saying that your question is 
valid, and we need to think on this further. I wonder if that thinking is completed as yet or 
not). Translator. 

Moulana you should sit in alone one day and ponder that there was unity when we were 
following Morocco, when the decision was made to follow Saudi; this is when the disunity 
crept in. A person who came from London, told me that once upon a time there was unity in 
Dewsbury, until Markaz was built, then they started to do their Eids and Ramadhan 
separately. Now you may want to tell us who created this disunity? Amazingly those guilty 
of causing disunity are now claiming to be the ones who are promoting unity, and those 
who were always for unity are now being portrayed as causing disunity! 

These are only a few basic points in response to your (Moulana Ayyub Kholwadia {ŀƘŜōΩǎύ 
article, that I conclude on, as in reality much more could be written. 

 
 

                                                           
35
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Two questions and their answers 

There is this constant criticism by the pro Saudi followers directed at the Ulama making an 
effort to promote Haq that these Ulama should abandon the effort on rectifying the Hilal 
issue and move on to other issues. And many a times this objection is coming from those 
people (some are Ulama), who themselves are doing absolutely nothing, or teaching two 
hours in the Maktab in the evening, choosing to spend the rest of the time in gossip here 
and there, or sleeping till late. I request these people that the effort and fikr on the moon 
issue is being undertaken by some Ulama, and Alhamdulillah they are also making a great 
effort in other fields aswell, hence those who are in possession of all that free time, why do 
they not get involved in the other issues? 

If the objectors are those, who are working in some field, then I request them that they 
must not see this noble effort as useless and a waste of time. If one makes an effort to 
ensure that our fast, our Eid is performed at the correct time, then can one class this effort 
as useless? And to say that more attention should be given to the youth of the Ummah, 
then why not give up what you are doing and confront the greatest Baatil, meaning Kufr? 
The reality is, only objection/criticism is the intent.   

Then another excuse that we hear ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ΨLƧǘƛƘŀŀŘƛ aŀǎΩŀƭŀƘΩ ƘŜƴŎŜ 
there is room to act upon any of the two views. If this is the case, then why not act upon 
one view, one year and the other view the next year. Or some people say it is a matter of 
ΨwŀƧƛƘ όǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊύŀƴŘ aŀǊƧƻƻƘόƛƴŦŜǊƛƻǊύΩΣ L ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
guides and responsible for the Ummah, why are you intentionally discarding and 
abandoning the superior and the cautious view? If the leaders and guides of the Ummah are 
going to take thŜ ƭŜǎǎ Ŏŀǳǘƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ΨaŀǊƧƻƻƘΩ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǊŜ !ƴƎŜƭǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ 
ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨwŀƧƛƘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀǳǘƛƻǳǎ ǾƛŜǿΚ ό!ƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ LǎƭŀƘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
Taqwa and piety is preached, if the teacher/Sheikh himself is not acting on Taqwa, how will 
ƘŜ ǊŜŎǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŜ Ƙƛǎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΚύ ¢ǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƻǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ƛƴ ¦ǎƻƻƭ Ŝ CƛǉƘΤ Ψto 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ Ŏŀǳǘƛƻǳǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƛƴ LōŀŀŘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƻǊȅΩ which many of you may 
have read or even taught repeatedly, why have you discarded, neglected and abandoned 
the Amal on this? 

 

Your acceptance that the Saudi decision is doubtful 

Moulana, finally I will conclude this article with a short speech you gave in front of Mufti 
Rashid Ahmad Ludhyaanwi RA, it is in my file dated 1st September 1994, at Madinah Masjid 
.ŀǘƭŜȅΣ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ άǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ aƻƭǾƛ ¸ŀǉǳō vŀǎƳƛΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ 
five years since we have been here. At this time we are in agreement that the Saudi 
5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƻǳōǘŦǳƭΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ¦ƭŀƳŀ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴέΦΦΦΦΦΦȅƻǳ further write 
άLǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Řƻǳōǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ ƘŜƴŎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
ǘǊƻǳōƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀȅΦΦΦέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎŀǎǎŜǘǘŜΦ 

Moulana there is a clear contradiction in your speech and your writings, you may have 
ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǘƘŜ LƧǘƛƳŀ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ½ƛŘǎέ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜǎΚ 
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Moulana! Despite a great effort not to insult you, if you are hurt by my writing then I seek 
your forgiveness. I do not hold any grudges or enmity against you, but reading your present 
article and Qowl e Faisal before, has made me want to write this. Especially after seeing that 
only one category of articles are coming from you, I thought of responding in this way. I 
hope for the sake of Allah you ponder over the points mentioned with an open mind and 
honesty.  

Abdullah Ibn Muhiyuddin  
London UK 

 

The Announcement of the Hilal by Saudi Arabia and the Ulama of Batley 

By Moulana Ashraf Ali Saheb- Bradford 

This is the translation of the detailed response to the allegations of Moulana Ayyub 

Kholwadia Saheb 

Today I have had the opportunity to read the booklet written by Moulana Muhammad 

Ayyub Kholwadia Soorti Saheb, who is a strong advocator and supporter of following Saudi 

Arabia on the issue of Moonsighting. I personally read the booklet thinking that it would 

respond to all the questions related to Saudi announcements. 

 I thought that the author would present evidence that would remove all doubts and 

objections attached to the Saudi moonsighting decisions, and clear the minds of the 

renowned Ulama of the Ummah and the experts in Saudi Arabia itself. I expected this 

evidence to prove that criticisms of the {ŀǳŘƛ wǳΩȅŀƘ are all wrong and incorrect. 

Regrettably, the booklet failed to remove any doubts or respond to criticism. 

The Moulana (author) in his booklets has put forward three main points, through which he 

has argued that the people of the UK and Europe should follow Saudi Arabia: 

1. !ǎ ǘƘŜ ΨbŜǿ aƻƻƴΩ ƘƻƭŘǎ ƴƻ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ {ƘŀǊƛŀƘΣ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƛǘ ƛƴ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ 

moonsighting is not permissible. 

2. As all the Darul Ulooms, Tablighi Marakiz and a group of Ulama are following the 

wǳΩȅŀƘ ƻŦ {ŀǳŘƛ silently without saying anything; the other group (non Saudi 

followers) should not be followed. It seems that there is unity in following Saudi, and 

this decision is correct. 

3. ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛ wǳΩȅŀƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IŀǊŀƳŀƛƴ 

Shareefain and the Arabs in general. Otherwise our young generation will lose the 

respect for the Holy Cities, which is the plan of the enemies of Islam. 

bƻǿ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ǳǘƘƻǊΥ 
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There is no doubt that in matters of moonsighting, calculations has no significance in Islam. 

Sighting with the naked is eye is essential. This is unanimously agreed by both parties. It 

should be noted that the Ulama who do not follow the Saudi authorities have NEVER said 

that only calculations should be followed, and visual sighting should be rejected. If anyone 

has said this, then the Ulama e Deoband have never agreed to it. 

There is a ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƭƻƻƳƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΤ Lǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƻŦ wǳΩȅŀƘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛΩǎ ŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ 

any form of doubt and suspicion? Regrettably the answer is NO. The criticism of the Saudi 

ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻŦ wǳΩȅŀƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƭŀƳŀ ŀƴd Muftiyaan of UK, or the larger institutions 

of the sub continent and their Ulama and Muftiyaan, but also from the experts and Ulama of 

the whole world. There are many Ulama/experts in Saudia itself who question the Saudi 

ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻŦ wǳΩȅŀƘΦ 

It should be remembered that the experts/Ulama in Saudia who have questioned the Saudi 

sightings are of the same opinion in issues of Madhab, Maslak and politics, and are 

ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻŦ wǳΩȅŀƘΣ 

then we should agree on the fact that the announcements of sightings are being made in an 

ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǳōǘΦ ²Ƙȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ {ŀǳŘƛŀ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

questions of the experts of the world and remove their doubts. Why the silence? If there is 

nothing to hide why not remove the doubts and suspicion. This is not an issue of the past 

few years, rather its been there for years, these doubts now are transforming to certainty, 

ƘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ά ŀǎ ǘƘŜ IŀǊŀƳŀƛƴ {ƘŀǊŜŜŦŀƛƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘέ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜr acceptable. The better way is to remove all doubts, which are 

increasing day by day. 

Respected Moulana Ayyub Saheb is an educated man; I fail to understand why he has 

turned to refusing factual information and realities. What he has described as theories are 

ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ΨŦŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǊŜŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŎȅŎƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ wǳΩȅŀƘΣ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ƻŦ CƛǉƘΚ LŦ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƳŀȅōŜ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

turn to the Ulama who are really praiseworthy in his eyes, Moulana Mufti Ikram ul Haq 

Saheb and Moulana Mufti Inayatullah Saheb, and ask them whether all these are theories or 

realities. 

Moulana Ayyub Saheb may want to ask these two praised Buzrugs and tell us that, if two 

people were to claim sighting of the hilal after Maghrib in very clear atmospheric conditions, 

when the experts had said that the Moon had already set a few hours before sunset, then 

would the claims of these two individuals be acceptable? Or would they be subjected to a 

serious investigation to verify their claim? And how should this investigation take place? 

Also remember that these two are claiming sighting in an Islamic country, where Millions 

have not seen it, or even heard about it. 
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Moulana should also ask the two Buzrugs about the distance between Saudi and 

LƴŘƛŀκtŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΚ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ wǳΩȅŀƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎΣ ǿƘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

ōƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴƛΩǎ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭŀƭΚ !ƴŘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¢²h 5!¸{Κ 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏƻƴǘinuous difference strengthen the 

doubts in our hearts? 

aƻǳƭŀƴŀ !ȅȅǳō {ŀƘŜō ƛǎ ŀ .ǳȊǊǳƎΣ ǿŜ ŀƎǊŜŜ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ .ǳȊǊǳƎȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ aŀǎΩŀƭŀƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 

buzrugy, it is about reality and factual information, it is very unfortunate that Moulana is 

failing to understand these realities. 

I doubt there is anyone who refuses to accept that there is the Gunjaaish to follow the Saudi 

sighting (this is not Fardh or Wajib neither is it a question of Deen and Imaan), but in an 

atmosphere of doubt surrounding the announcements should we disregard facts and 

ǊŜŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΚ {ƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ŘŜŜƳ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƎƻΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ aǳŦǘƛȅŀŀƴ ŀǎ ΨŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŀǊŀƳŀƛƴ 

{ƘŀǊŜŜŦŀƛƴΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 

evidence to back their claim?   

There is no room for using calculations in our Holy Shariah, and no one is saying that we 

should, but if the claim of sighting is doubtful, and there is strong evidence backing this 

doubt then what should we do? What is the guidance of the Ulama and Fuqahaa in this 

instaƴŎŜΚ IŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƭŀƳŀ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ΨImkan e wǳΩȅŀƘΩ όpossibility of 

ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΚ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƎƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ¦ƳƳŀƘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ΨCŀƭŀƪƛȅŀŀǘΩ 

(astronomy) to settle the issue? A mistake is continuously being made, and there is hard 

evidence pointing in this direction, should we still convince ourselves and convince the 

ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǘ ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘΣ άǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻǳǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ IŀǊŀƳŀƛƴ {ƘŀǊŜŜŦŀƛƴΗΗΗΗ ά 

Moulana Ayyub Saheb has invited us to study the resolutions passed by the Ulama of Batley, 

let us go through them: 

 /ƭŀƛƳ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ LƳƪŀƴ Ŝ wǳΩȅŀƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ 

 /ƭŀƛƳ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ LƳƪŀƴ Ŝ wǳΩȅŀƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΣ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 

Moulana points out that άaŀƧƻǊƛǘy of the Ulama of the Ummah has rejected 

the new moon theory. 

Moulana has quoted the names of many prominent Ulama under this point, whose piety 

and knowledge is well accepted, but Moulana has failed to tell us, that those, who reject the 

ƴŜǿ Ƴƻƻƴ ΨǘƘŜƻǊȅΩ, what do they reject? Is it to base the Islamic months on the New Moon? 

Or do they reject the reality of moon birth and new moon altogether? My honest opinion is 

that they reject the first point, and I agree with this aswell. We do not agree with those that 

base their Islamic months on new moon only, and this is the view of our Akaabir. 

(Unfortunately this is the practice of the Saudi authorities for the months from Muharram to 

{ƘŀΩōŀŀƴΦ ¢ǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƻǊύΦ 
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As far as new moon is concerned, there may only be a few from the Ahle Ilm that reject it, 

one should pick up a book of Fiqh, one will see the details of this in the chapters of 

ƳƻƻƴǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΦ ¸Ŝǎ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŀŘŀƳŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǘƘŜƻǊȅΣ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 

accept the birth of the moon nor the conjunctionέΣ L ŀƳ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŦƻǊ 

arrogance and stubbornness. 

Whatever is written in the resolutions passed by the Ulama of Batley is nothing new. Ulama 

before them have written the same thing many times in their Fataawaa. Look at the Fatwa 

of Mufti Nizamuddin Saheb RA, the Mufti e Aazam of Darul Uloom Deoband, he writes; If 

someone testifies before the time of conjunction, that they have sighted the moon, then 

this claim will be rejected as this is against logic and reality. 

Look at the writings of Ameer e Tabligh, Hadhratjee Moulana Inaam ul Hasan Saheb 

YŀƴŘƘŜƭǿƛ w!Σ ƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ άȅŜǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƛƴ !ǎǘǊƻƴƻƳȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ LƳƪŀƴ Ŝ wǳΩȅŀƘ ƻƴ 

ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ όǘƘŜ LƳƪŀƴ Ŝ wǳΩȅŀƘύ ǘƘŜƴ ƴƻ 

credit will be given to this claim. And this (accepting an impossible sighting) is against the 

practice of the Jamhoor. (Both these Akaabir are renowned for the depth of their 

knowledge. Translator) 

The position and stance of one of the most prominent personalities of ǘƘŜ ¢ŀōƭƛƎƘƛ WŀƳŀΩŀǘΣ 

and world renowned Muballigh Hadhrat Moulana Muhammad Umar Palanpuri Saheb could 

be clearly understood from the Ulama close to him. He met the Ulama of Haramain 

Shareefain to rectify the minor mistakes being made in the timings of Salah. He was very 

ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǎΩŀƭŀƘ ƻŦ wǳΩȅŀǘ Ŝ IƛƭŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Cŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ 9ƛŘŀƛƴ 

of the Muslims must be performed at the correct time. Ponder over the letter Hadhrat 

Moulana wrote  to Moulana Burhanuddin Saheb {ŀƴōƘƭƛΤ ά¢ƘŜ aŀǎΩŀlah of Shahadah 

όǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅύ ƛǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ŀƴ ΨŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǳǇƻƴΩ aŀǎΩŀƭŀƘ ƛƴ {ƘŀǊƛŀƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ōŀŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ōȅ bŀǎ Ŝ 

vŀǘΩŜŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƭŀƳŀΣ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ 

goes against logic, but what is necessary is that the present attitude of completely 

overlooking and disregarding logic should be looked at carefully and the attention of the 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ vǳǊΩŀŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƘŜ {ǳƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

aƻƻƴ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜŘέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊǎŜ and its Fiqhi standing should 

ōŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘέΦ IŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΤ 

άLǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ LƳƪŀƴ Ŝ wǳΩȅŀƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ 

conjunction, new moon times for each and every country of the World. Then, this 

information is passed on to the people responsible for deciding and announcing the sighting 

of the moon, in order that those who are responsible become aware that, if on any day 

there was ƴƻ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ όLƳƪŀƴ Ŝ wǳΩȅŀƘύΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǾŜǊȅ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀǳǘƛƻǳǎ 

ƛƴ ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƻŦ {ƛƎƘǘƛƴƎέΦ 
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The late Hadhrat Moulana made a lot of effort in this field, he had in his possession a record 

ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ LƳƪŀƴ wǳΩȅŀƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ mentioned in a letter he wrote to Dr 

Muhammad Ilyas the renowned expert Astronomer of Malaysia. In the letter he wrote; 

ά L ǿƛǎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōƻƻƪ ōŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ Ƴƻƻƴ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

next SIXTY YEARS, which is WHAT I HAVE, this record is there, plus an article from Moulana 

Burhanuddin Sanbhli. With this you should compose some simple rules, which tell us, at 

what age is the moon visible and how long after sunset will the moon be visible. Also write 

what differences could occur with the difference in longitude and latitude, and how weather 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ƛǘέΦ36 

What Moulana Muhammad Umar is drawing our attention towards is before our eyes, that 

the mistakes and discrepancies attached to the sighting of the moon in this present era 

must stop, there must be rules and procedures present to scrutinise and examine 

ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎΦ bƻǿ ƻƴƭȅ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ !ȅȅǳō {ŀƘŜō Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ǿƘŀǘ ΨǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜΩ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ 

Moulana came out with. 

If only this Moulana, a great Aalim (Moulana Muhammad Umar) who took the mission of 

Tabligh throughout the world, found out that in the eyes of Moulana Ayyub Saheb and 

Janab Miftahi Saheb this is only a theory, they would have been saved from wasting their 

time in this effort! (It is worth noting here that once Moulana Muhammad Hasan Saheb 

from Walsall requested Moulana Muhammad Umar Palanpuri RA to guide the Shooraa of 

Dewsbury Markaz on this issue, the great Aalim e Deen replied άL made Hadhratjee Moulana 

Inaam ul Hasan write a letter to the Shooraa (which is widely available) instructing them to 

ŦƻǊǎŀƪŜ {ŀǳŘƛ {ƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΣ ƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŘƻέΦ wŜƎǊŜǘǘŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ LǘŀŀΩŀǘ Ŝ !ƳŜŜǊ όƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜŜǊύ Ƙŀǎ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

this day to obey the Ameer, no wonder that this noble work is at a terrible decline. 

Translator)  

Observe the answer of Shaheed e Millat Hadhrat Moulana Muhammad Yusuf Ludhyaanwi 

Saheb RA; άǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭǳƴŀǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

moon, yes one can take the guidance from the astronomers as to whether there is the 

Imkan/possibility of sighting or notΦΦΦέ37 

hōǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ {ƘŜƛƪƘ ǳƭ IŀŘƛǘƘ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ .ǳǊƘŀƴǳŘŘƛƴ {ŀƴōƘƭƛΥ  άǘƘŜ ŎȅŎƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Sun and Moon is fixed and determined, they will never ever deviate from this fixed cycle. 

Keeping this in mind if someone was to claim a sighting when it was impossible to sight, 

meaning according to the experts the sighting was impossible, then it should be said  that 

ΨǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜƴΩ όƛŦ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭȅƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅύ ǎome times these type of claimants has 

ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜέΦ 
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 Biography of Moulana Muhammad Umar RA Pages 212-214 
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Hadhrat Moulana has also written in the introduction of his Kitab:                                                  

ά5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜd to take 

testimony on it according to Shariah.   If it is proven that logically sighting of the moon is 

ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ bh¢ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴέΦ  

This book also clarifies the views of the experts as regards to when the moon is sightable 

and when it is not.38 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ wǳΩȅŀǘ Ŝ Iƛƭŀƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ 

Centre London, around thirty years ago. Renowned Ulama e Kiram from the Indian 

subcontinent and UK attended this Seminar. There final decision was published with the 

ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ ΨaǳǘǘŀŦƛǉŀƘ CŀƛǎƭŀƘΩ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦ [Ŝǘǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ                                                                

ά¢ƘŜ aǳǎƭƛƳǎ ƻŦ ¦Y ŀǊŜ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ adopt the guidelines of Shariah in determining 

Ramadhan and Eidain. These guidelines will be as follows: 

a) The effort of sighting the moon in UK will be made according to the Geographical 

Imkan, and a committee of Ulama will make the effort to sight the moon.                                     

[ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ΨDŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ LƳƪŀƴΩ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŀ ǘƘŜƻǊȅΤ ǘƘŜƴ L Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ 

understand why the great Ulama of the time went into these theories. We have the 

ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƭŀƳŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ψ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΩΣ ōǳǘ L ǿƛƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿǊƛǘŜ 

the name of one, and that is Faqih Ul Asr Hadhrat Moulana Abdur Raheem Lajpuri 

RA. (There were other Jibal e Ilm present who agreed with this historic decision, 

amongst them were Hadhrat Moulana Abrar Ahmad Saheb, Sheikh Ul Hadith 

Hadhrat Moulana Muhammad Radha Ajmeri Saheb RA, Hadhrat Moulana Ibrahim 

Desai RA. Translator). 

We would like to ask Moulana Ayyub Saheb that he ask the opinion of Mufti Ikram ul Haq 

Saheb Blackburn as regards to this decision. Mufti Ikram ul Haq Saheb, regarding whom 

Moulana has ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴέǘƘŀǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ IŀŘƘǊŀǘ aǳŦǘƛ !ōŘǳǊ wŀƘŜŜƳ [ŀƧǇǳǊƛΩǎ 

company he gained great experience and expertise in the field of Fatwa. In the eyes of 

Moulana (Ayyub) he is also the Mufti e Aazam of UK. Maybe he can tell us whether this 

decision of the Akaabir Ulama is in accordance to our Shariah or whether these Akaabir (Na 

oozu billah) were also lost in the world of theories. 

Observe the words of Justice Mufti Muhammad Taqi Uthmani Saheb, he writes: compared 

to the Ulama e Saudi, majority of the Ulama of this Era are of the opinion that if the sighting 

of the moon is not logically possible, and testimony is received, then that testimony is 

ΨǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ŘŜcision 

should be made based on this suspicious testimony. 

Look at the answer given by Moulana Mufti Ashraf Saheb on which there is the sign of Mufti 

aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘ ¢ŀǉƛ ¦ǘƘƳŀƴƛ {ŀƘŜōΥ aȅ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ vŀǘΩŜŜ 
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(conclusive), rather there is the possibility of a mistake. The rules and calculations of 

astronomy are conclusive but there is the possibility of mistake in its deduction (istikraaj). 

Hence if the testimony is against astronomical calculations, it will be rejected on the 

condition that the astronomical calculations have been given by the experts. But if the 

testimony of a large group is against astronomical calculations then the testimony will be 

accepted and it will be said that there was a problem in deducing the astronomical 

calculations. 

Moulana Mufti Faisal Saheb of Darul Iftaa Karachi has written in an answer: If according to 

astronomy the moon has set before the sun, then it will be possible to reject a testimony on 

the basis of calculations, because if the moon is below the horizon, there is no possibility 

whatsoever of it being sighted. In other words it can be said that one cannot decide only on 

astronomical calculations, but if after continued scrutiny and test, one is certain that 

sighting is not possible, then, with cross examination the testimony could be rejected. 

There are many references of this kind which could be shown upon request, hence IF THE 

ULAMA OF BATLEY HAVE SAID WHAT THE AKABIR ULAMA HAVE ALREADY SAID, THEN TO 

DEEM THEM AS TERMINATORS OF THE RESPECT OF HARAMAIN SHAREEFAIN IS INDEED AN 

INJUSTICE. 

нύ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ !ȅȅǳō {ŀƘŜōΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wǳΩȅŀƘ ƻŦ {ŀǳŘƛ !Ǌŀōƛŀ 

is that the Darul Ulooms of UK, Tablighi Marakiz and other Ulama are silently following the 

decisions of Saudi, hence people should also follow suit and show unity. The question is, 

why not ask the same Muftiyaan and Ulama e Kiram, that if a large group of Muslims of UK 

and a large group Of Ulama and Muftiyaan e Kiraam who are not following the Saudi 

Authorities (based in Riyadh) due to the vast and strong evidence they have of discrepancies 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wǳΩȅŀƘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻŦ {ŀǳŘƛΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΚ 

Everyone is aware that until the time the reality of the Saudi announcement was not clear, 

there was no real opposite voice, as there was no concrete evidence against the Saudi 

wǳΩȅŀƘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƭŀƳŀ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ 

also gave the permission, but when the reality was opened up before them, and it became 

clear that these announcements were not correct, this permission was withdrawn. Should 

we remain silent now after the mistake has become apparent? Should we not change our 

position once we become aware of a mistake? Maybe Moulana can tell us. If some people 

who are connected to Darul Ulooms or Tablighi Markaz see this way (following Saudi, 

ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ Řƻǳōǘǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎύ ŀǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ƛǎ 

correct. Their remaining silent also does not imply that following Saudi is not a mistake.  

One should not go round telling other people that despite knowing what is wrong, they 

should continue following the wrong, and never speak out against it. 
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¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ .ǳȊǊǳƎǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŀǘΣ άŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 

silently following Saudi, directing ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀǎǿŜƭƭέΦ wŜƎǊŜǘǘŀōƭȅ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ ƛǎ 

ŘǊŀƎƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ aŀǎΩŀƭŀƘΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ 

Akaabir or not, to mention their names, we are not aware. But surprisingly, what Moulana 

Ayyub Saheb has accepted is ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ .ǳȊǊǳƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ {ŀǳŘƛ ΨŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƪŜ ƻŦ 

ǳƴƛǘȅΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ Masajid, NOT because they think that following Saudi is 

ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦ .ȅ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ άŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǳƴƛǘȅέ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ Ƙŀǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ .ǳȊǊǳƎǎ ŀƎǊŜŜ 

with our view. Although it is worth pondering that for the sake of unity is it permissible to 

conceal the reality, as to when the actual date of Ramadhan or Eid is? Are these two 

.ǳȊǊǳƎǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ aǳŦǘƛΩǎ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 

evidence guided us not to follow Saudi, are wrong? Are they really of the opinion that the 

announcements of Saudi are free of any doubt and suspicion? Has the fear of Allah departed 

from their hearts? Are they trying to destroy the respect of the Haramain Shareefain?  Can 

Moulana Ayyub Saheb ask these Buzrugs and reveal the answers in writing. 

It is good that Moulana accepts Mufti Ismail Kacholvi Saheb as beyond others in Ilm. The 

question is, is Mufti Ismail Saheb in agreement with the Saudi announcements? Is he not 

ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎǎΚ Lǎ ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ΨƎǳƛƭǘȅ ƻŦ 

ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ IŀǊŀƳŀƛƴ {ƘŀǊŜŜŦŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΚέ 

As far as unity is concerned, is it logical to call the people towards acting upon a clear 

ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ άȅŜǎ ŀ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŀŘŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǳƴƛǘƛƴƎ ǳǎΣ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŘƛǎǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǘǊǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅέΦ  Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛŦ 

despite all this, one remains adamant on acting upon what is wrong, and calls others 

towards it aswell, and Ulama despite their knowledge of the mistake, become the inviters to 

the mistake? 

оύ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ !ȅȅǳō {ŀƘŜō Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛ wǳΩȅŀƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ 

respect for the Haramain Shareefain and the Arabs in general. Otherwise our young 

generation will lose the respect for the Holy Cities, which is the plan of the enemies of 

LǎƭŀƳέΦ                         

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ wǳΩȅŀǘ Ŝ Ƙƛƭŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŀǊŀƳŀƛƴ {ƘŀǊŜŜŦŀƛƴΚ 

aŀȅ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛ wǳΩȅŀƘΣ Řƻ 

they not go to Saudi? Do they not have the love and greatness of the Haramain in their 

hearts? Are they rejecting the greatness of the Haramain? Have they stopped going to the 

Haramain Shareefain? Can anyone show me one Muslim who shows disrespect to the 

Haramain Shareefain on the basis of him not agreeing to the Moon announcements of Saudi 

!ǊŀōƛŀΚ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ IŀǊŀƳŀƛƴ {ƘŀǊŜŜŦŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ wǳΩȅŀǘ Ŝ Hilal, 

then why bring this into it anyway? We have not heard that the Ulama e Deoband have 

been deemed as disrespecters of the Haramain Shareefain, when ever they saw the need to 

write against the Ulama e Wahabiyah, (Sheikh Muhammad Ibn Wahab and his followers). 
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Even today the Ulama e Deoband are highlighting their mistakes when ever they make 

them. This does not make them anti Haramain Shareefain. 

There have been many books written in Saudi Arabia against the Ulama e Deoband, which 

have been responded to by the Ulama e Deoband; does this deem the Ulama e Deoband as 

anti Haramain Shareefain? 

If Moulana Ayyub is telling us that whatever is happening there in terms of Deen and 

Madhab, let it happen, do not deem it as wrong, even if it is wrong, remain silent and accept 

what is happening there, then Moulana must also give up his Maslak and in order to save 

the Younger Generation of Europe from disrespecting the Haramain Shareefain, give his 

blessing to the younger generation to adopt the Maslak/practices prevalent there. If they 

ŀǊŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ¢ŀǎŀǿǿǳŦ ŀƴŘ YƘŀƴǉŀƘΩǎ ŀǎ YǳŦǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƛǊƪΣ ǘƘŜƴ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ Ƴǳǎǘ 

also agree to it, if they are deeming our Akaabir to have left the fold of Islam, then Moulana 

can join them, if they are declaring the Tafseer of our Akaabir (Tafseer e Uthmaani) as 

incorrect and banning it, then Moulana has no right of objection, because (ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊŘǎύ άƛŦ 

ȅƻǳ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !Ǌŀōǎ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ IŀǊŀƳŀƛƴ {ƘŀǊŜŜŦŀƛƴέΦ 

We are not going to into discussing Mufti Taqi Sahibs articles as we can see from his and his 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Cŀǘŀŀǿŀŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ wǳΩȅŀƘΦ !ǎ 

far as the Glasgow Fatwa is concerned, that is the writing of Molvi Uthman Saheb; many 

leading Ulama have done a scholarly critique on it, with a request for a reply.  Although two 

years has passed, no reply has yet been given, through which one can conclude that the 

Fatwa was of no real significance. 

Moulana has accused a very great number of Ulama from Batley of creating disunity, and 

Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘΣ άǿƘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ {ŀǳŘƛ wǳΩȅŀƘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ 

ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦέ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƴŜ ƻƴ 

ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀǳŘƛ wǳΩȅŀƘ άŀre acting against the wishes and 

desire of Allah and his Rasool, and are dragging the Muslims towards the fire of disunity, to 

the extent that they have finished off the respect and peace between father and son in their 

ƘƻƳŜǎΦέ 

We cannot fully understand MƻǳƭŀƴŀΩǎ ǾƛŜǿΣ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ aƻǳƭŀƴŀ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ {ŀǳŘƛ ƛǎ 

the will of Allah and his Rasool? Or is he just mentioning that disunity is disapproved of in 

ǘƘŜ vǳǊΩŀŀƴ ŀƴŘ IŀŘƛǘƘΚ 

This twenty two years that Moulana is mentioning, is it not the case that in this twenty two 

years the Ulama and renowned researchers of the world have cast their doubts on the Saudi 

announcements in the same way as people are doing today?  

It is correct that the Ulama of Batley, or rather the Ulama e Deoband were following the 

RuΩȅŀƘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ {ŀǳŘƛ !ǊŀōƛŀΦ [ŀǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛ 

announcements became clear, and there was evidence of discrepancies in these 
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announcements, many Ulama, acting upon the new evidence changed their stance. Yet the 

Ulama of Batley decided to investigate this matter further, and after further research and 

consultation with the senior Ulama, when it became crystal clear to them that there is 

ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǇŀƴŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛ wǳΩȅŀƘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ LƘǘƛȅŀŀǘ ŀƴŘ 

caution demanded that they must move away from this present criteria, this is what they 

did. Now if these Ulama (Eighty Five in number, translator), in total honesty decided on 

following a more cautious approach, then how can it be permissible to accuse them of 

breaking up the relationship of respect between the father and son?  

This is the same as performing Salah in a Masjid at particular direction thinking without any 

doubt, that this is the Qiblah. Then after twenty two years someone told them that the 

direction you are facing for your Salah is incorrect and, this is the correct direction of the 

Qiblah. Now after finding out the truth, the trustees of the Masjid corrected their mistake, 

but now some people are taunting them and blaming them, that why have you sown the 

seed of disunity in the community, by changing the direction? Why have you corrected the 

direction of the Qiblah? Why did you not just leave it as it is, as, we have faced that wrong 

direction for the past twenty two years? With your decision you are guilty of making the 

young generation of Europe rebel against the Masjid. The respect and sanctity of the Masjid 

will come to an end. Decide for yourself what answer should one give to such taunts?                                                                                                          

Yes those who really want to understand, we can tell them that the Salah you performed in 

the wrong direction for this long period, will be valid, as you were unaware, at the time, our 

honest opinion was that this was the Qiblah, but as soon as we found out that this is not the 

case and with evidence we were made aware, we changed. Not to change despite knowing 

the truth is indeed wrong. If despite knowing the truth, if someone still wants to perform 

their Salah in the wrong direction then it is upto them, but they have no right to say that it 

will cause disunity, and a difference between father and son. It is easy to understand that it 

would be incorrect to follow what is totally wrong just for the sake of unity and peace 

between the father and son. 

We humbly request Moulana Ayyub Saheb that he removes the doubts present in the minds 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƭŀƳŀ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŀǊŘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŀǊŘΩΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘƻǳōǘǎΣ 

suspicions and objections that are presenǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wǳΩȅŀƘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

removed with evidence, then please go ahead, as it would open the way not only for the 

people of UK but also for people of the Indian sub continent. There must be a reason why 

the great Ulama like Faqih un Nafs Hadhrat Moulana Rasheed Ahmad Gangohi RA, Mujaddid 

e Millat Hadhrat e Aqdas Thanvi RA, Hadhrat Sheikh ul Islam Madani RA and Faqih ul Asr 

IŀŘƘǊŀǘ aǳŦǘƛ !ōŘǳǊ wŀƘŜŜƳ [ŀƧǇǳǊƛ w! b9±9w ƎŀǾŜ ŀ Cŀǘǿŀ ƻŦ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ {ŀǳŘƛ wǳΩȅŀƘ 

announcements despite knowing that it was permissible to follow Saudi. They never said 

that, as Haramain Shareefain is there, and Arabs reside there, we have to follow them. ( The 

prominent of Ulama of Saudi like Ibn Uthaimeen, and Bin Baaz RA were  and are of the 

opinion that you should be doing your own sighting and not following us, and rightly so, as 
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this is the instruction of our Holy Shariah. Translator). This, despite the fact that India is 

much closer in distance to Saudi than UK, and there was not much time difference between 

Saudi and India. Think, there status as far as knowledge, practice and spirituality are 

concerned was Alhamdulillah renowned. Think, those realities that are before us today, if it 

was before them, what would be there decision? Would they be adamant on following 

something wrong? Or would they have taken the path of caution? 

Wa Maa Alaina Illal Balagh 

Our duty is to propagate. 

Khaadim Ashraf Ali. 17th February 2009 

 

! 5ŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ aǳŦǘƛ ¢ŀǉƛ {ŀƘŜōΩǎ Cŀǘŀŀǿŀ ƻƴ aƻƻƴǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΦ 

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem 

Over the past few months in the Ulama circles, the topic of Moonsighting has been under 
constant discussion, as the Holy month of Ramadhan draws near I suppose this discussion 
will further intensify. 

We are seeing two criteria are being floated around by the respective parties concerned. 

One criteria being the criteria of the Wifaq ul Ulama. Can be seen on their website: 
www.wifaqululama.co.uk 

Second is the criteria of Hizb/Jamiat Ul Ulama, and that is to follow Saudi Arabia, as it is a 
Muslim country, and news could be relayed here in the UK very quickly. The stance of this 
party is also backed up by Fataawa, but most of the Fataawa seem to be now, outdated and 
ǊŜǘǊŀŎǘŜŘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƭŘ ŜŘƛŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ aǳŦǘƛΩǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
not aware of the true position of Saudi Arabian Moonsighting. We now know for sure that 
ŜƛƎƘǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŦǊƻƳ aǳƘŀǊǊŀƳ ǘƻ {ƘŀΩōŀŀƴΣ ƴƻ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
predetermined Ummul Qura calendar is followed. Sighting is only attempted in the months 
of Ibaadaat, i.e. Ramadhan, Shawaal and Zil Hijjah. If this fact was known to the Muftiyaan 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ CŀǘǿŀΩǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ 

LŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ {ƘŀΩōŀŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜŘ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅΣ ŀǎ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ όмпнф !Iύ 
then there is every possibility of the holy month of Ramadhan being commenced at the 
wrong day. 

A lot of emphasis is laid on the Fatwa of Hadhrat Mufti Taqi Saheb DB by these groups, but it 
seems his writings have been misunderstood by many, and it also seems that he is used only 
ǿƘŜƴ Ψƛǘ ǎǳƛǘǎ ƻƴŜΩ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŜŘƛŎǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 
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LŦ ƻƴŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜŘƛŎǘǎ ŀǎ ΨHarf Ŝ !ŀƪƘƛǊΩ or final word, then up to 2006 we should not 
have been following Saudi at all, as all his previous Fataawa are quite clear on this, for 
example he writes in a Fatwa dated 19th Rabi Al Thaani 1413 AH. 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ Lƴ 
summary, I would like to say that the inhabitants of Britain in the present circumstances 
should not consider the moon sighting criteria of Saudi Arabia as sufficient, and they 
should contact Morocco in case of the weather not being clear. In Saudi Arabia the sighting 
of the moon has been accepted even before the birth of the moon on many occasions 
which is impossible in my view. I have discussed the situation with many Saudi Ulama and 
they are also disturbed by these occurrences, however since this is in the hands of Majlis 
vŀŘƘŀ ¦ƭ !ΩŀƭŀŀΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭǇƭŜǎǎΦέ όWǳǎǘƛŎŜ aǳƘammad Taqi Uthmaani DB. 19th of Rabi Al 
Thaani 1413 AH) 

After this ruling another Fatwa was issued by Darul Uloom Karachi, dated 10/04/1419 AH, 
written by Mufti Ismatullah Saheb, and countersigned by Hadhrat Mufti Taqi Saheb (this 
Fatwa has been printed, and is being sent to date to any person requesting guidance on the 
Moonsighting issue in the UK, (my friend and colleague received this printed version as an 
answer to the question he sent on the 22nd Muharram 1428 AH, which would mean that this 
is the official view even now.) In this printed Fatwa amongst other things written, the 
conclusion consists of two points; 

ά5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
Morocco rather than Saudi Arabia: 

1. Because Morocco is near, communication is easier. 

2. By acting upon the sighting of Saudi Arabia, there could be a difference of two days, 
regarding which it has been previously written, that to act upon this sighting is not 
permissible. This danger does not exist in the sighting of Morocco. 

 

The instruction of this Fatwa is very clear, and as I have mentioned that although there was 
ŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ΨDƭŀǎƎƻǿΩ Cŀǘǿŀ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŘŀǘŜŘ мрκлпκмпнтΣ ǘƘƛǎ мпмф !I Cŀǘǿŀ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ 
by the Darul Iftaa of Darul Uloom Karachi. 

Any how after thiǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨDƭŀǎƎƻǿΩ Cŀǘǿŀ ƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ IŀŘƘǊŀǘ aǳŦǘƛ {ŀƘŜō ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎƛƎƴŜŘΥ 

ά¢ƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ wŀƳŀŘƘŀƴ ŀƴŘ 9ƛŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ŀǳŘƛ !Ǌŀōƛŀ ƛǎ ŀƴ LƧǘƛƘŀŀŘƛ 
aŀǎΩŀƭŀƘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 
according to Astronomical calculations, but a large group of Jurist has, even in this situation 
ǎŜŜƴ Ψ{ƘŀƘŀŘŀǘΩ ƻǊ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ŀǎ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜΦ bƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƭŀƳŀ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƘŀǾŜ 
agreed on this [i.e. acting on Saudi sightings], then keeping in mind the existence of 
interpretational difference on the issue, and with the objective of bringing about unity 
ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ aǳǎƭƛƳǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ {ƘŀǊΩŜŜ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜ ƛƴ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛǘΣ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ 
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those who act according to Morocco seems more cautious, it does not seem advisable in 
my opinion to remove oneself from the body of the vast majority of Muslims and become a 
source of discord solely for the sake of adopting a path of caution." (Extracted from 
Bartanniah main Ruyat e Hilal ka Taarikhi pas Manzar by Molvi Musa Karmadi pg 35) 

If one looks at the writing above one can deduce a few important points, the Mufti Saheb 
answering the question writes άǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ aǳǎƭƛƳǎέ 
there has never been unity on this matter nor does it seem, there ever will be unity if a 
criteria of following Saudi Arabia is insisted upon. Hence this Gunjaaish simply cancels 
itself out. Another important point is that when a large group of Ulama, (If one counts the 
number of Ulama (Deoband) now not following Saudi it could be between 250-300. If one 
was to include Ulama of all schools of thought then clearly the Majority of Ulama and 
Masajid are NOT following Saudi Arabia.)  and many Masajid are following the more 
cautious (ahwat) approach then why should this more cautious approach be sidelined or 
abandoned? 

Anyhow even after the Glasgow Fatwa I have in my possession an answer hand written by 
Mufti Taqi Saheb himself dated 18/08/1427 AH. This was sent to a colleague of mine with 
the printed Fatwa mentioned earlier by the Darul Iftaa of Darul Uloom Karachi. In this 
answer Hadhrat Mufti Saheb writes: 
ά ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ aŀǎΩŀƭŀƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ 
is impossible on a particular day, then, is the testimony of a sighting acceptable or not? The 
vast majority of the earlier jurists are of the opinion that the testimony will be accepted. But 
some earlier Jurists and majority of present day Ulama do not accept the testimony in this 
case. [I.e. when according to astronomical calculations sighting is impossible on a particular 
day]. My own personal opinion is that in order to accept such a testimony, the same 
condition will apply as is necessary when the skies are clear, meaning a large group must 
ǎƛƎƘǘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǎǘƛŦȅΦέ IŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ άŀǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ aŀǎŀŀΩƛƭ ŀǊŜ mujtahad feehaa and the 
disunity and confusion within the Ummah should be avoided, hence if a Marjooh opinion 
ǿŀǎ ŀŎǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŎǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴΦέ 
If one even with an unbiased view takes a clear look at the above, one can conclude from 
Hadhrat Mufti Sahibs words, that the Marjooh decision could be acted upon for the sake of 
unity, but now, we are all 100% aware that the unity cannot be achieved by following Saudi, 
hence there is no need to act upon the Marjooh, rather act upon the Rajih/superior. Also we 
are all aware that this condition of Jamme Ghafeer does not exist in the Fiqh, Saudi Arabia 
follows. 

After this, is the document on the website: deeniislam.com in which he writes: 

"If the Saudi Ruyat was correct I would have accepted it for Pakistan, but as the Reality 
(Haqiqat) there is that 'we will look at Shahadat, irrespective of the fact that logically the 
sighting is impossible as the moon is not even born, and the difference between Saudi and 
other countries is of 2 days, as I (Mufti Taqi) do not agree with this Mowqaf/opinion, I 
don't act upon it," he states further "otherwise we would have agreed with the Saudi 
judgment" 
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When Mufti Saheb does not see it fit for Pakistan to follow Saudi due to the doubt, why 
should we follow something doubtful? Especially when we now have an alternative which 
is 100% correct and ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜŘ ōȅ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ aǳŦǘƛΩǎΣ IŀŘƘǊŀǘ aǳŦǘƛ ¢ŀǉƛ {ŀƘŜō 
himself. 
In the same article of deeneIslam.com he writes: 
"To remove the Ikhtilaf, if Saudi was made the Me'yaar, then, the Gunjaaish," 

It seems obvious that the following the Saudi opinion is not going to remove that Ikhtilaaf, 
hence the Gunjaaish that Mufti Saheb talks about is not really an option for the people of 
UK. 

The option in my humble opinion: 
The criteria proposed by Wifaq ul Ulama has been accepted and endorsed by all the major 
institutions of India and Pakistan, it encourages reviving the original Sunnah of Local 
sighting, and if moon is not sighted locally then to turn to those places and countries where 
actual sighting is attempted throughout the year, and the decision is taken, taking into 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊƛŎǘ IŀƴŀŦƛ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎΦ aŀƴȅ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ¦ƭŀƳŀΣ aǳŦǘƛΩǎ ƻŦ ¦Y ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ 
endorsed the decisions of this group of Ulama. 

Recently we read the essay of the Mufti Sacha Saheb and his fellow Ulama from Batley, that 
seemed a fairly acceptable solution, if implemented UK wide, we  would be acting upon the 
original Sunnah as well of local sighting, there is no anti Saudi rhetoric, in the Essay, all 
points are backed up,  by fiqhi principles and reliable sources, and again if we all want to 
agree on Mufti Taqi Saheb as 'harf e aakhir' then, he has fully endorsed this essay, if now 
we are all sincere about unity and following Mufti Saheb we should be approaching Mufti 
Sacha Saheb DB, himself a prominent Mufti of UK, and I think, the only one, from the 
prominent Mufti's who has now come out in the open on this subject,  asking him, seeking 
his guidance for the much needed and hoped for unity. May Allah SWT guide us.   AAMEEN. 

Shamshuddin ibn Badre Aalam 
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The Wifaq Ul Ulama Moon Sighting Criteria for UK 
 

1. All efforts will be made to sight the moon locally, acting upon the clear instruction of 
our beloved Nabi sallŀƭ ƭŀƘǳ ŀƭŀƛƘƛ ²ŀǎǎŀƭƭŀƳ ΨΨŘƻƴΩǘ Ŧŀǎǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 
ƳƻƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǊŜŀƪ ƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΦ LŦ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ is cloud over you, count in 
ŦǳƭƭΩ (Sahih Al Bukhari Volume 1 Page 256). 

 
2. To achieve this, help, can be taken from the experts in the field of astronomy, but 

the judgement will never ever under any circumstances be dependent upon them. 
The Judgement will always be upon actual sighting. 

 
3. If there is possibility of a sighting in U.K. (Imkan-e-wǳΩȅŀǘύ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нфǘƘ Řŀȅ 

after Maghrib, if the moon is on the horizon, all efforts will be made to sight the 
moon locally. 

 
4. If the moon is not sighted in the U.K. then we can accept the sighting of another 

country to the East of UK or Morocco, On the condition that the actual sighting 
information is correct, reliable and verified (Muhaqqaq Ru'yat e Basari) and the 
Moonsighting criteria followed by that country, is accepted by our Holy Shariah. 

 
5. If at the end of the 29th day, there is no possibility of sighting the Moon in the UK. 

i.e. the Moon is not on the horizon, we will still follow the Sunnah and exhaust all 
efforts in trying to sight the Moon. However on this occasion, the testimony of one 
or two witnesses will not be deemed as acceptable, rather, the testimony of a large 
group will be necessary (Jamme Ghafir) as is the case, when the skies are clear. If this 
condition does not exist (i.e. if the moon is not sighted anywhere or when there was 
no possibility of moon being sighted and testimony of a large group is not there), or 
if we do not receive correct sighting report (Muhaqqaq Ru'yat e Basari) from another 
country to the East of UK or Morocco then thirty days will be completed for that 
Month. 

 

Endorsements of Major Institutions and Ulama: 
 

 ά¢ƘŜ criterion mentioned is correct and according to {ƘŀǊƛŀƘέΦ aǳŦǘƛ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘ 
Tahir. Fatwa issued by Mazahir ul Uloom Saharanpur 22/2/1428 H 

 

 άLƴ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻƻƴ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ƘŜƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǿŀȅ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŀƭΣ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜέ aǳŦǘƛ !ƘƳŀŘ YƘŀƴǇǳǊƛΣ 5ŀǊǳƭ LŦǘŀŀΣ WŀƳia 
Islamia Dabhel. Fatwa issued 6/4/ 1428 H 

 

 ά¢ƘŜ [ƻŎŀƭ Ulama should guide the laymen after gathering testimony and proof of 
Moonsighting 
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 According to Shariah. To seek help from the Astronomers and then the Ulama 
deciding in light of the according to Shariah. To seek help from the Astronomers and 
then the Ulamaa deciding in light of the evidences present staying within the limits 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘŀǊƛŀƘ ƛǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊέΦ Mufti Mahmood Balandshahri, Darul Uloom 
Deoband. Fatwa issued 20/02/1428 H 

 

 ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ nothing wrong in seeking help from the astronomers for possibility of 
ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻƻƴέ 5ŀǊǳƭ LŦǘŀŀΣ WŀƳƛŀ CŀǊƻƻǉƛŀΣ YŀǊŀŎƘƛ 
Fatwa issued 19/04/1428. 

 

 ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳŜǊǎ ƻƴƭȅ, rather on 
actual sighting, then there is no difference of opinion on using astronomy as a tool or 
ƘŜƭǇέΦ 5ŀǊǳƭ LŦǘŀŀ WŀƳƛŀ !ƭ wŀǎƘŜŜŘΦ Cŀǘǿŀ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ лмκлсκмпну I 

 

 άIŜƭǇ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
sighting or not? !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎέΦ !ŀǇ ƪŀȅ 
aŀǎŀŀΩƛƭ ŀǿǊ ǳƴ ƪŀ IŀƭΦ ±ƻƭ о tƎ нснΦ Moulana Muhammad Yusuf Ludhyaanwi 
Shaheed R.A. 

 
 

 It is Wajib Alal Kifaayah to make the effort to sight the moon locally. Fat hul Qadeer 
Vol 2 Pg 242, Maraaqi ul Falah Pg 354_ I have gone through the write-up about 
sighting the moon in U.K. The principles explained therein are correct. Justice 
Muhammad Taqi Usmani. Thursday, September 27, 2007 
 

The above are only extracts from detailed Fataawa we have received. These can be obtained 
in full from the website: www.wifaqululama.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wifaqululama.co.uk/
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Translation of the answer received from Mazahir ul Uloom Saharanpur 
 
The answer and the Towfeeq is in the hands of Allah. 
In the eyes of the Shariah, to become obedient or dependent on moonsighting news 
requested from other countries is not necessary. If the moon is not visible on the twenty 
ninth day, the order given in the Hadith is to complete thirty days, as one can understand 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ƘŀŀŘƛǘƘ ƛƴ {ŀƘƛƘ !ƭ .ǳƪƘŀǊƛ ŀƴŘ {ŀƘƛƘ !ƭ aǳǎƭƛƳ ǘƘŀǘΣ ΨLŦ ƛǘ όƳƻƻƴύ ƛǎ ƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŜƴ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘƛǊǘȅΩΦ 
There is also the Hadith in Sunan e Tirmizi Volume 1 page 88:  
 
²ƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ƘŀǊΩŜŜ ǘŀƘǉŜŜǉ όƛƴǾŜǎǘƛgation verified by our Holy 
Shariah), whatever day people commence the Fast, and whatever day people finish the Fast, 
ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ vǳǊōŀƴƛΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ōȅ !ƭƭŀƘ ¢ŀΩŀŀƭŀ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ 
of Fast, or the day of Eid, or the day of Qurbani. One will receive complete Thawaab 
(reward). 
 
In the question put forward, if in Saudi Arabia the moon sighting is verified then it (moon 
sighting news) could be relied upon in Britain, but the reality is, that Saudi authorities claim 
that moon has been sighted, yet, the moon is not seen in the whole of the African 
Continent, nor could it be seen in America. This gives reason to doubt. The Fuqahaa (jurist) 
are united that, when the skies are clear, it is necessary for a large group of Muslims to sight 
the moon, for the testimony to be deemed as acceptable. 
 
¢ƘŜ ƘŀǊƳǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŀǳŘƛΩǎ ƛƴ Ƴƻƻƴ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ 
in the question, itself proves that reliance on Saudi authorities on moonsighting news is, 
without doubt, against Ihtiyaat (caution). 
An ordinary Muslim is aware that our Eid is just not a customary celebration like other 
Religions or Nations, but rather it is the end of one form of Ibaadaat (worship) and the 
beginning of another, in which it is not permissible to stray away from the principles laid 
down by our Holy Shariah. It is for this reason, obligatory upon the Ulama that they ponder 
and think on this matter, and create a formula in light of principles laid down by our Holy 
Shariah, and on which the Ulama and the ordinary Laymen are satisfied. 
 
The formula mentioned in the question is correct and in accordance with our 
Holy Shariah, hence the Muslims of U.K. should at first base the decision on 
moon sighting on their own local sighting and if the skies are not clear then on 
those countries whose horizon is the same as U.K. 
 

And Allah Knows Best 
Al Abd Muhammad Tahir (Mufti) 22/02/1428 A.H. 

The answer is correct Maqsood (Mufti) 23/02/1428 A.H 
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