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Introduction

Alhamdulillah, throughout the U.K. there has been a great awakening as far as the moonsighting
issue is concerned. The Ulama and manyeottoncerned individuals and groups are making a
concerted effort at the beginning of each month to sight the moon. In an era where the Sunnats
of our beloved ProphetSallallahu alayhi wasallarare slowly being forgotten, it is very
reassuringtoseethig dzy y I K 60 SAy3 NBOAOBSR® LyakKl Q! ffl KX
forgotten Sunnats being revived in the future.

The revival of this Sunnah is of great importance as many of our obligatory (Fardh) Ibaadaat are
dependent on the correct sightingf ohe moon. | congratulate the likes doulana Sulaiman

Gani, Moulana Muhammad Ayyub Qari Bande llaaMpulana Thamiruddin,Moulana Hasan
BodhanwiMoulanaShoyaib Nurgat, Mufti Zakaria AkulflpulanaYaqubQasmi andhe Ulama

e Batley for having the coage to openly confront this very delicate and emotional, but
important issue.

Recently, the Ulama of Batley unanimously agreed to stop following any groups blindly and
resolved to form a moon sighting committee of their own in order to commence eachhmont
correctly. This decision of the Ulama e Batley is to be applauded. They deserve great credit for
the way that they approached this whole issue. They researched the matter for months before
coming to a unanimous decision. May Allah Almighty accept tirese efforts and grant them
steadfastness.

It is very unfortunate that whenever people rise to uphold the truth and confi®estifwrong
actions, a group of people, often led by ill informed Ulama, come out in opposition. They often
aim to please richinfluential people or to please governments so that they can continue to
receive financial rewards, or sometimes these people act out of pure emotions. We are
witnessing this trend in the issue of Moonsighting in the UK to a great extent.

Yh doxd! Let ot our hearts deviate (from the truth) after you have guided us, and grant us

YSNOD& FTNRY &2dz @&2dz (AINBnverge®) 0 Sai26SNPQ ! YSSy

On the other hand, we have some senior Ulama who are ignoring the correct Sunnah method as
they are afraid of losig their followers, or losing funding for their institutions, or perhaps they
have otherreasons thathey fail to disclose. They need to be reminded that this Deen of Islam is

A

lffFKQAa YR y2 2yS StasSQasx FyR GKFG Ad Aa 1t

For the sakef funding, or other corrupt purposes, some people are-belit on trying to divert
people away from the correct Sunnah method. They attempt to achieve this by way of monthly
newsletters and other forms of literature, and often they give out false infaionaand
retracted or altered Edicts (Fataawaa).

Until today, our pious elders have turned a blind eye to these trouble makers but there is a limit

to every wrong and injustice. Thus, Alhamdulillah, some knowledgeable brothers have come out
and hit back ery elegantly at these false allegations and propaganda. How correct is the saying:
WA (dzZ £ S CANRGYAY az22alQ 0F2N) SOSNE CANRGY

One such article criticizing the Ulama of Batley was written by Moulana Ayyub Kholwadia Sahib
of Batley, fo which Moulana Abdullah IbMuhiyuddeen Sahilzompiled a detailed answer in
Urdu, this answer was translated by myselhd nowAlhamdulillahthis is being puldhed as
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LI NI 2F WeE¢KS a2?2y i DtHK drticlgsDn thisitdpiz@re dlsg bgiimél&ed! Y Q
for the benefit of the readers.

All the writersK I @S LINB&aSYGSR | 02y aARSNJI of Hadithraddizy
from the writings of our Aslaaf RA. May Allah reward them for their efforts and grant
acceptance to their worksRecent Fataawaa have also been included in the book in order to
make it more beneficiahnd to allow thereaders to become awaref dhe facts. | would like to
thank the Wifaq ul Ulama for fulfilling my request and giving me permission to print and publish
GK2aS Clratlgll o LyaklIQ!fflK GKA& 0221 6Aff
acquire the correct knowledge on thissue.

More importantly, we as one Ummah should now see this as an important issue that needs to
be confronted and dealt with. We must clear our minds of emotions, we must understand that
loyalty is only due to the commands of Allah and to the teachuofigair great Nabi, Muhammad
Sallalahu Alayhiwasallam and we must pressure the influential Ulama and decision making
O2YYAlGSSa G2 0O02YS OfSly 2y GKA&a AYLRZNIIyI

e A

27

LI

{ K

GKAOK A& Ay I OO0O2NRI yn&h. G2 (K | 2f & vd2NRIY | yR



A response to those who object to local sighting and choose to blindly follow the
wdzQ& | K RSOA&A2VE 2F GKS IdziK2NRGA

6Those who do not follow the Moonsighting a
disrespecting the Haramain Shareefain.o |Is this

Ly GKS ! NRdz @OSNBAZ2Y 2F Wl @l LEfYA al RKY22YyQ:
author on this question, but in view of keeping the answer short, | would like to confine the
answer to dew quotes from the original article.

| F RKNI G az2dzZ Iyl {FNFNIT YKIY {FFRIN w! KIa
allddza Aa 3AAGSy (2 GKS 1 FNIYIFIAY {KFENBSTFIAY

forms of evidence accepted by odoly Shariah:

MO ¢CKS 1 2tf8& vdNRFIFYy® wo | FRAGK® o0 LY § !

(The amal and practices of the Haramain Shareefaimatéf N2 Y (1 KS aKIF NQSS RI
Translator)

¢CKS O02YYSyidlFd2N] 2F aAakK{ll iz akHuahdin Shateafainy | NJ
injustice is rife, ignorance is widespread, there is a lack of knowledge, sins are preMalemt

A& 0SAYy3 202y &dzYSRPDDQ

tKSaS O2yRAGAZ2Y & Yl @& KIFI@GS 06SSy LINBGIFfSyd Ay
do these commentsanake him a person who disrespects the Haramain Shareefain? Or is it
necessary to highlight these sinful acts so that the effort of rectification can take place?
Translator

The practice or amal of the Haramain Shareefain has never been classifiédijgg/daleel by

any Scholars of the Ummah, past and present. Hence, it is incorrect and Baatil to claim that
W2yS gK2 R2Sa y20 F2tt26 (GKS {FdzZRA | dziK2NR (A
2T RAANBaAaLISOGAYy3a GKS | I NlaNurerof Proptiet gslEHs alaykhiy Q @
wassallam from this world, a great number of Sahabah RA emigrated to other countries for
0KS LiJzN1}2asS 2F 51 Qgl Ko , S sdlahy alagHi waksallajF 2 dz
AYAAAGSR 2y TF2tf2¢AynE Harkn&in Ghdr@aiain KchoBshi@iksiead2o/ a
F2ft29 GKS {dzyyl K 2F 20t aA3IKAIAYy3I +a Al Az
from the books of Seerah that many a time the lunar calendars of Makkah and Madinah were
different. So one canlearly conclude that those who are acting upon the Sunnah of Prophet

(sallahu alayhi wassallam by trying to sight the Hilal locally before going elsewhere, are in

! Raah e Sunnah Page 167
2 Mirgaat Volume 3 Page 217, from Raah e Sunnah Page 167



reality on the path of truth and to label them anything else is Slander. May Allah protest u
from such major sins. Aameeff.ranslator

Are astronomical calculations acceptable in our Holy Shariah?

It is very unfortunate that many people have misunderstood this point completely, as we can
clearly observe from the writings of Moulana Yaqub Miftand Moulana Ayyub Kholwadia
Saheb. These Ulama must revise their opinions and in order to do so, they must begin by
understanding what the majority of Ulama and the Muslim astronomers are saying.

All the Ulama agree on the fact that the decision of hildl be based on SIGHTING alone and
y2G 2y KA&alo 2N OFftOdzZ FdAz2yad 'ffFYF {KFEYA v
the astronomers, meaning that the fast will not become Wajib on the people on the basis of the
GASsa 2F IPHRKRNNFAY SNEI#BHQ Y1 adzFGA bATFYdZRRAY w
the first day of Shawwal as Eid, or the first day of Ramadhan for fasting on the basis of scientific
2N FaAaGNRYy2YADLE OFtOdA I GA2y&aoQ

This means that if the astronomers say, for examplat tin the 3° of April there is a possibility

of sighting the moon of Ramadhan, and the moon is not sighted, then it is not correct to rely on
the opinion of the astronomers to fix the date of Ramadhan for tffeod April. Or if, for
example, the astronomrs say that there is a possibility of sighting the Hilal of Shawwal on the
3 of May, but no Hilal is sighted, then to fix the day of Eid on fhe#May on the basis on of
GKS 'AaGNRPY2YSNEQ LINBRAOGAZ2Y Aa y2i O2NNBOG®

This is indeed correct, but onealid not misinterpret this in the way that Moulana Miftahi and
Moulana Kholwadia have. Their interpretation is that there is no basis whatsoever of calculations
AY {KENAIFIK® ! OO2NRAY3I (G2 GKSAS ! ftFYlIX AiF 2y ¢S
astronomically possible to sight it, especially if the skies are clear, then the (impossible)
testimony should be accepted and no significance should be given to the research of
astronomical experts. Our Shariah is not blind, if this Deen is to remathis world until
Qiyamabh, it can not only accept the claims of the astronomers (e.g. it is impossible to sight the
moon before New Moon conjunction time/Waqth-ajthiran or after the moon has set before

the sun) but can rule against it (e.g. when thean is not sighted due to clouds, even though
scientifically it could be possible to be sighted). This means it can not only agree with science but
can overrule it when necessary.

According to Majority of the edicts the distance after which one becomesisalit/Traveller is
ny YAfSaod La GKA&A ny YAfSa 2dzad | OFf Odz | GA2
evidence)?

% Shami Volume 2 Page 15/126
4 Muntagabaat Nizam ul Fataawaa Volume 1 Pade 13



It seems from the writings of Moulana Ayyub Kholwadia Saheb that the knowledge of Falakiyaat/
Astronomy is useless and whby only to be classed as rubbish. | would like this Moulana and
others like him to consider that if this knowledge is so useless, then why did Allamah Ruhani Bazi
RA (whom Moulana Ayyub has described as; the greatest expert in astronomy, Muhaddith
Aazam! NAFT oAttt K Ay KAa YAGlI0 WbSg az2dgfieeNSS |
0221a 2y (KAa adzwa2SO0K 2Keé RAR | 3INBIFG adKl
1y26ft SRAISQ AyaidSIR 2F Sy3dl 3Ay3a Kmihusicanvigle Ay
that this knowledge of astronomy has definitely got some importance.

| F RKNI G !'tA w! adlrasa GKIFG AT I WIEFYAE S vdz
KS gAff AYONBIFAS KA& LYFIyd | &,iS@haRednytiorSoaE K S
GKS yAIK® | §RdzRE B Loy ! o6ola w! &dldsSay WL
'£22Y S bdzodzel G AF 2yfte L 02dz R | OljdzA NB
knowledge of the seven stars and the twelve higlsINJ& iQwritten in the Managib of Imam

Malik RA that amongst the books he has written is a book on astronomy. In this book he has
discussed the stages of the moon and the calculation times (of Salah). It is written in a book by
GKS yIYS 2F WYeESHBREBSAKHzG GKS YIFAY Lldz2N1}R2asS |
astronomy is to determine the orbit of the sun and the moon, through which one can gain the
knowledge of how to establish the direction of the Qiblah, Salah times, etc. Hence it is necessary
to acquire this knowledge. It is a well known fact that in the same manner that Salah is Fardh in
Shariah, to acquire the knowledge of its correct times and correct direction is also Fardh. All the

Ulama are unanimous on this.

Allamah Sayyad Muhammad Aloasit 3 KRl RA  w! gNARGSAY WL KI @S
FE&GNRY2YAOLE LINAYOALX SA&T (KSe& | NB y2fithidsal Ay e
called theoretical knowledge was useless, why would the Mufti of Baghdad Allamah Aloosi spend
time and efbrt researching it?)

lffFYFK ¢FIjAdzZRRAY {dzo1A w! @gNROISAY WLG Aa vy
astronomy in order that he can judge the testimonies of the sighting of Hilal correctly. If he
himself is not familiar with this knowledgehdn he must remain in contact with an expert in

' A0NRYy2YE&>X AY 2NRSNI GKIFIG KS OFy 2dzRIFhidikS i
what Allamah Jowhari Tantawi has written as well.

Moulana Ayyub Saheb, you may be aware that the Fugahaa héiee rgopon and trusted the
2LIAYAR2Y 2F (KS SELISNIAa Ay Ylyé alall QaAts ¥Fz
WSEOQOdzZASRQ FTNRY FlLadAy3d FyR o600 (GKS | 00SLIt y
treatment with Haram medicine. You may also be avtirat the Ulama of this era have given

1t vdaNRFFY {dzN} K ,dzydza +SNBS co

® Burooj

" slami Maah Awr Ruyat e Hilal Shariat Awr llm Falakiyaat Kee Roshnee Mai. Page 39

Bal QF NRFdzf vdzNDRI Ly +2fdzyS ¢ tF38 nyn

° Al llm ul Manshoor Page 26, Islami Maah Awr Ruyat e Hilal Shariat Awr Ilm FalakeyRasKeee Mai. Page 39



the ruling that a fast will not be broken by putting medicine into the ears, contrary to the view of
the past Fugahaa.

Now read the views and opinions of our Akaabir, through which one may conclude that one
should rot totally discard the research of the experts in astronomy:

| F RKNI & adzZFGA { @SR ! 6RdzNJ wit KSSY [ I 2LJzNRA w!
FOO2NRAY3I (2 3IS23INI LKAOFIE LIRaaArAoAtAGASadQ |
moon wil6S Ay | OO02NRI yOS 4A (K™ @Hadbrat Mufty Saheb haS b |
YSYGA2ySRY WAy fA3IKG 2F 3IS23INILKAOIET LI2&AAAO
Tadabbar

Mufti Nizamuddin, Mufti e Aazam and Muhaddith of Darul Uloom Deoband, wWritesVL ¥ |
testifies that he has sighted the crescent before the Wagtihgtidiran (New Moon conjunction

time), then his testimony must be rejected, as it is against logic and observation. Conjunction
occurs before the moon is present in the sky, so te&moon cannot be sighted, and if this
GSatAavyzye ¢l a (G2 0SS | O0OSLIISR G(KSy AW g2dzx R o
lfE€FYFK {dzo]1A wod! d6Ttpc 10 adGlFradSay WXAT G(KS
state that there is no possibility of sitifig the crescent then the testimony (of those who claim

G2 KIFI@S &aS8SSy AGO Ydzald 0S5 NBEBB WS Rsoltha vielv kf$he K I
ClY2dza ¢l 6AQSS adAdil NNAT Loy ! 6RdzZ I K w! &

Hadhratjee Moulana Enamul Hassan Saheb RA wrote in e letidressed to the Dewsbury
¢FofAIKA al NJFT {K22N} Y w2 KSy OflFAYa 2F Y
possibility of sighting, no credit should be given to these claims and this position is in accordance

with the actions of Jamhoor/n@2 NA G & ! f | YI ¢

Let me quote the resolution passed by the Figh Academy based at Jeddah, documented by Mufti
adzKlI YYIFR ¢FljA ' GKYFIFYA {FKSoY WC2N GKS Y2yl
but help can be taken from astronomical calculations abdevvatories. This ensures that the

|  RAGK A& +FOGSR dzll2y FyR GRS aO0ASYGAFTAO FI O
| F RKNJ G a2dzf Iyl , dzadzF [ dzRK@FIFYygA w! gNRGSAY
dependent upon the sighting of the moon. One can take help from dlstronomers as to
GKSGUKSNI GKSNB A& || L'RaaroArftArde 2F aA3IKGAy3D 2
| F RKNI G az2dzZ 'yl adzZFiA adzKlIYYIFIR ¢FIA ! GKYLF Y32
it is the view of the Ulama of this era, that if a testimony is given when sighting the moon is
logically possible, then that testimony is suspicious. On the basis of suspicion, this testimony

¥ Fataawaa Rahimiyah Volume 9 Page 417

YalaQlftrK wdzQeld S TAfLf FaNILAfFYA alblK tIF38 Mmoo
2 Fataawa As Subki Vol 1 Page 209

3 Commentary of Sahih Musli#l Minhaaj Volume 1 Page 347

!* Sharee Faislay Page 95
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OFlyy2id 0SS FFOOSLIWilFotSET YR I 2dzRISYSYy U aKz2dz F
Ly Fy20KSNJ ClFigl KS KI & OcdhdgythatSbtEeved yeStimany id (i &
O2y Of dzAA@BS o6vIGiQSS0UY GKSNB Aa GKS LI2aaAroAfta
whereas there could be an error in the deductions made in their testimony. Hence if the
testimony is against the opinion & E LIS NI | a0 NRYy2YSNAZ AlG akKz2dz R

| F RKNI G az2dzZ 'yl . dz2NKFydzZRRAY {FyoKEtA w! GNAIQ
addition to simplicity and the natural way, Islam also embraces logic and reason. The famous
Maaliki scholar Allamah Abud K lj { Kl F §6A w! KIFa gNRGOGSY Ay

O2yUNINE (2 (GKS LINAYOALX Sa 2F {KIFENAIFK 2N NBI
is not against the Holy Shariah to reject those decisions, which are impossible andlMaith

which go against clear logic and intelligence. The astronomers say that calculations regarding the
2NDAG 2F GKS {dzy FTYyR a22y | NS O2yOf dzaAAQB3Sd ¢ F
sun and the moon rotate on an exactly computed c@uz { dzNJ K pp> GSNES po
be wrong to say that if a claim of sighting was made when it was logically impossible to sight it
(for example, at the time of conjunction, or befofEranslatoj, then the claimant has erre@.

There is an accepteddINA Yy OA LX S (KIFG>X 6KFGSOSNI Aa 2340l
testimony on this, would not be accepted but rather rejected, on the basis that the person has
erred. It is on this basis that there is an important principle of Usool e Halithi#th a Hadith

which is logically impossible and against common sense is fabricated.

C2NJ SEFYLX ST 1 FFAT Loy 1 lF2FNJ talrerlryAaA w! F
RSSY 1T ITRAGK A& FIONAROFGSR INBY GKSatel RAG
adzil 61 F GANYKZZ La2YFF S vIGiQSSs 2NJ {FNBSK ! |l
GNAGAYy3Ia 2F EtF Yl {d2220A w! IYyR LYIY ! 06dz

Is it necessary to follow the Madaaris and Maraakiz of UK or the Holy Shariah?

Moulana Aygzd YK2f ¢l RAF Of FAYay wia (GKS adalyoS Gl
G2 F2tt26 {I dzZRA wdzQeél KX S@OSNE2YyS &aK2dzZ R F2ff

We would like to bring to the attention of Moulana the fact that until today we have studied only
FOUR principles/Usb@ Figh. Where has this fifth one cropped up from? Is there any standing
in the Shariah for this fifth principle? If, in light of strong evidence, the practice of all the
Madaaris is incorrect in the eyes of a group (comprising of Senior Ulamanaslata), should they
follow the Madaaris or the Shariah?

| FRKNJ G az2dzf |yl |, dzadzZF [ dZRKe&l FygA w! GgNAGSaY
GKS al aKIFIFA1K A& y2i {KINAIKEZ "AKSNBF2NBE Al R

Yaz2g222RIK %EYLEFylFe YI {KFENRSS 11t tF-3S TcETTEITY
" Aap ke Masaail Awr un ka hal Volume 10 Page 261



| S FdzNI KSNJ ¢ NR G Sléany, thie prgdri&nidi BakisfaR, the KidgBof Saudi Arabia,
political leaders, Ulama and Mashaaikh are all Ummati. Their opinions and actions are not
{ KI NDRSS S@PARSYyOSoddd 2SS | NBE 3AdzAiftde 2F | Yl a2
andthat{f KSA1 K F3FAyad GKS "™Noz Ay3a 2F ' ffFK | YA
It could be the Mufti Aazam of the UK or the reminder of our Aslaaf, no ones actions or opinions

are Hujjat/Evidence. There are only four forms of evidences accepted by our Holy Shariah: 1) The
| 2t e w dylREadith. 3) jmaa e Ummat. 4) Qiyaas.

Moulana should be made aware that the majority of these institutions are Hanafi ul Maslak
GSFOKAY3 o6221a tA1S IARFIFI@FTK® 'ff GKSasS 0221
NOT being adhered to itsaudi Arabia as their school of thought is either Salafi or Hambali.
Should these Madaaris now discard these strict principles and replace the whole chapter with:
Follow Saudi Blindly? Principles/Muhtamims of these institutions also take ndteanslator

Minority and Majority is not proof of falsehood and truth

Moulana Ayyub Saheb and many others are of the view that the opinion of the majority is Haq
and truth, and the minority view is false. As though following the majority and the larger group is
Deen. 1 anyone goes against the majority view, then he is seen as guilty of causing disunity.

This way of thinking is indeed regrettable. If these opinions are coming from senior Ulama who
are also authors of books, then it is a source of even greater regrethBre again, it states in

the Hadith, that as we come nearer to the Qiyamah, there will be a decrease of Iim/knowledge.
hyS &aK2dzZ R GF 1S F Oft2aSN)ft221 |04 (GK2&aS vdNQI
minority or the majority as a criteriofor determining truth and falsehood. These verses are very

Of SINE FtYR a 2yS &aK2dzZ R 6S |46 NS UGKSNB | NJ
aft A3KGSald OKIFIyOS 2F SNNR2ENW» .Sf2¢g IINB az2yvys
mentioned in all veses):

And none believed with hingxcept a few (Qaleela)Surah 11 Verse 40)

None knows thenbut a few (Qaleel) (Surah 18 Verse 22.)

But few (Qaleelum)of my slaves are grateful. (Surah 34 Verse 13)

Except those who believe and do righteous good deettithey are few (Qaleelum)

(Surah 38 verse 24)

But when fighting was ordered for them, they turned away, all excdptvaof them (Qaleelum)
. (Surah 2 Verse 246)

Had it not been for the grace and mercy of Allah upon you, you would have followenl S3ata
a few (Qaleela)of you. (Surah 4 verse 83)

18Aap ke Masaail Awr un ka hal Volume 10 Page 310
10



And they do not remember Allabut little (Qaleela)(Surah 4 Verse 142)
Little (Qaleelum) ighat you remember! (Surah 69 Verse 42)

If only there had been among the generations before you, persons havswpmi prohibiting
020 KSNELCFBNRE & ylexdept & fe\8 (QnEelkiradf those whom we saved from
among them. (Surah 11 Verse 116)

And of knowledge, you (mankind) have been gigaly a little (Qaleela) (Surah 17 Verse 85)
They used to sleeput little (Qaleelum)by night. (Surah 51 Verse 17)
cdzii GK2aS K2 (1yS¢g gAGK OSNIFAyde GKI dmaliKSe

group (Qaleelatin2 S NOI YS | YAIKGeEe Kzad oe !fflKQa f
(Surah 2 Verse 249
b2g GF1S I 221 4 GKSaS @SNE Of SI NJ vdz2NQI |y

judge for yourselves: can this majority be deemed a principle of Hag and truth, as Moulana
Ayyub Saheb and others are claiming? Read through the verses bélmvAfabic word

WYl §KSSNDR KIFa 0SSy YSyidiAz2ySR GAYS FyR F3FAYOD
And your forces will be of no avail to yduwpwever numerous (Kathuratjt be, and verily,

Allah is with the believers. (Surah 8 Verse 19)

¢KSe AFARY 6dh b2l KH . 2ndehHate ¢Féakiiataiybddpioriveds A G K o

GKS RAALMzGS GAGK dzaxs y2¢ ONRYy3A dzZLl2y dza gKI
(Surah 11 Verse 32)

And made thereirmuch mischief. (Faktharoo). (Surah 89 Verse 12)
Even though the@bundance of evil (Kathratl) may please you. (Surah 5 Verse 100)

Many of the people of the scripture wish that if they could turn you away as disbelievers
(Katheerun)after you have believed. (Surah 2 Verse 109)

There isno good in most of their secret talks (Katheerirsave him o orders sadaqga, or
al QNHzF X 2NJ O2yOAfAlLdGA2Y 06SG6SSYy YIFIY]lAYR |yR
of Allah, We shall give him a great reward. (Surah 4 Verse 114)

There are from among them people who are on the right coursentarty of them doevil
deeds (Katheerum)(Surah 5 Verse 66)

Andda2 G2 Ylryeée 2F (KS WRERMNNRadRY QO & Y FSIRK S!SENEA YR
made fairseeming the killing of their children. (Surah 6 Verse 136)

But there aremany (men) on whom the punishment is jtifed (Katheerun) And
whomsoever Allah disgraces, none can honour him. Verily! Allah does what He will. (Surah
22 Verse 18)

AndYl ye 2F GKSY ¢SNB .yS0rahsk Vedsy 1) o Y I G KS S NHzY 0
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G2 KId RAR
3dzA RSa (K
Verse 26)

And indeed, there came to them our messengers with clear proofs, evidences, and signs,

even then after thamany of them continuel to exceed the limits in the land(Katheerum)
(Surah 5 Verse 32)

And you seamany of them (Jews) hurrying for sin and transgression (Katheeraard
eating illegal things. Evil indeed is which that they have been doing. (Surah 5 Verse 62)

I K Ay (S yileatimam Katheera) AndNthadyth8 K¢ . @
0ed !'yR KS YAaftSIFIRa GKSNXoe 2yf e

&

!
SN

Verily, that whch has been sent down to you (Muhammad Sallallahu alayhi wassallam) from
your lord increases imany of them their obstinate rebellion and disbelief (Katheerum)
(Surah 5 Verse 68)

And surely, we have createdany of the jinns and mankind for hell (Katheam). (Surah 7
Verse 179)

Verily, there aremany of the rabbis and monksvho devour the wealth of mankind in
falsehood (Katheerum)and hinder (them) from the way of Allah. (Surah 9 Verse 34)

And verily,many among mankind are heedless (Katheeraaf)our Ayat. (Surah 10 Verse

92)

t 2y RSN 2@0SN) 1KSaS vdaNDIFFyAO @SNESas (KS YI 2z
as: Fasiqun (constant sinners), astray, ignorant, residents of hell, ungrateful, negligent, and
neglecters of the truth...the list could gsmoNow we could ask Moulana Ayyub Saheb and
others,is the constant clamour of the majority correct or are the conclusive verses of the

| 2f & v dzNI) I Thege a@>MNyNaBely iextémples that come to mind but if one was to
addzRe (KS v dzNX)ind, § clearicdngcierice/ ang WwilBoyit a ¥hred of arrogance
GKSY 2yS ¢2dzf R 6S JIdzZARSR o0& (K2dzalyRa 2F @SN
b2g> €SGa ddzNy (2 ! KFRAGK (GKNRBdJzZZIK gKAOK 2yS
majority is Hag, whereas the minait A & ¢ NP y 3 indegiRalse dnd incdrrec® > A &

A Hadith of Prophets@llahu alayhi wassallam &l §SayY We¢KSHNBI GATIEKQ
group from my Ummah that will be helped on the truth, their enemies will not be able to

harm them, untilthe N RS NJ 2 F ! f f F K | NNNGFS&aZ o0YSIYyAy3a vAE
¢K2aS FFYAEAFINI gAGK (KS @ NI ©mdhskamaBgidud S NEF
Therefore, this Hadith clarifies that the minority group, even if it is one individual, can be on

the path of truth, even ithe whole world is opposed to them.

LG Aa adraGdSR Ay alayYl dz . KIFNY Wel I QAFEK
dzZaSR FT2NJ 2yS AYRAGARdAzZ fd ¢+ QAFFIK A& dzaASR ¥
future Deen will reach such a pojnthat those who are steadfast on Deen will number

I NB dzy R I ({iis2Hdaiitth givBsds6lace and comfort to the minority by saying they
should not be overcome by the majority on the path of Baatil.

'¥ sahih Bukhari/Muslim
2 Majma ul Bahar Volume 1 Page 330
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There is clear evidence in this that the majority ebbké on the path of falsehood, whilst the
minority could be on the path of truthLy G KS al alF | QAf 2F { KI NRA I |
majority is not necessarily the Haq and the truth.

LG Aa aidladSR Ay | I FRAGK Ay { dzyhtfathBs beéeh N AT A"
forgotten after me (my death), for him is the same reward as the person who is practicing
dzLI2y (GKS {dzyylI Kéd t 2y RSN 20SNJ 0KS aSyiSyoOSsx
individual as well as others. If a Sunnah has been abandonddaxgotten, the reviver

could be one individual, or a small group. Through this, one can conclude that the majority
opinion is not in any way a form of evidence or proof.

The PropheSallallahu alayhi wassallaft- & al A RY W! LIS NE sgwhénkK 2 &
Y& !'YYFI(diQa O2yRAGAZ2Y A& oO0FR ¢gAff 3IFLAYy (GKS
Hadith, we can understand that there will come a time when the majority of the Ummah
will be involved in mischief and the followers of the Sunnah will be inreonity. Hence,

there will be greater virtue for those who are obedient to the Sunnah, in the era mentioned,
as they will be in a minority while the majority of people will be on the wrong path. Thus,
the majority of Ulama will also not be evidence of trith/ R | | lj @ Q

Prophet gallahu alayhi wassallam Kl & alF ARY W¢K2aS gK2 O2yGAyd
according to the Sunnah, and people remain safe from him, he will enter into Jannah. A
person replied, O Prophet of Allah, today there are many like thesephet callahu alayhi

wassallan) replied, in the near future, after my time there will be some people like thése.

This Hadith shows that people who are obedient to the Sunnah will be in a minority in the

future. This is further supported by the Hadith W¢ KS o6Said 2F (GKS SNI A3
Ada FR2FOSyd G2 Adzr GKSYy GKFIG 6KAOK Aa IR2kO
SOARSYG GKFG Ay GKFIG SNIY6gKSY FlLfaSKz22R |yl
P GAT QI  beKrt aSninbrity)jhengehhiovi can one say that the majority or larger

group is evidence of Haq and truth?

¢KS tNRPLKSG oatrftflKdz FfFr@8KA glaakrttlryo KIFa 3
after his departure except that the Ahle Baatil has overcen2e@S N1LJ2 6 SNB B (1 KS {0 N

This Hadith also makes it clear that when there will be a difference between the people of
falsehood and truth, the people of falsehood will be in the majority. Thus, it is clear that the
view of the majority is not the critesn of Haq and truth.

LG A& adlFrdiSR Ay | 1 FRAGKY WeK2aS GKFG NBYLI
RAFFSNBYyOSa O6LIKOGAELIEFTFOod | 2fR 2y (2 Yeé {dzyl
This Hadith clarifies that when differences app@a the Ummah, the obedience to the

Sunnah of the Prophet (sallahu alayhi wassallam) and the Sunnah of the Khulafaa RA is
obligatory. There will be no dependence on a majority group or a minority group. Even if

only one person remains on the path of Suhnhe will not be affected by the whole world

turning against him.

il
¢

From many Ahadith we come to understand that on the day of judgement, there will only
be two or three people with some Ambiyaa, meaning that the majority disobeyed and

2 Tirmizi
2 Tabraani
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rejected the invitak 2y (2 GKS 51 Q¢ K 2F Gl dzZKSSRd b2g 2
with the minority or the majority?

| FRKNF G !''fA w! KIFI& &FARY W¢KS dzyAldAy3d 2F ! K
small in number, and the uniting of Ahle Baatil is initgaliffering, even if they are greater
AY ydF¥o SND

LYY {dzZFelly ¢K2gNR w! alFAR (G2 KAA& aiddzRRSyda
{dzyyI KX a G4KS& NS @OSNE avYlrtft Ay ydzyoSNE®

LYFY 1'6dz . F{NJ!&FlakK w! @gNRGSaY ovihmvathds NS R
I NE YdzOK INBHFEBNYAY K82y o SADPRSEONAOGAY T GKS YA
Moulana Ayyub Saheb! During the battle of Uhad, when fifty archers were fixed on the
valley, there was a difference of opinion amongst them as to wérethey should leave the

valley when they witnessed the Muslims overcoming the enemies. Forty of them left the
valley. Moulana Saheb, was the opinion of the majority correct, or the opinion of the
minority?

After the death of Prophets@llahu alayhi wasskam), some tribes refused to give Zakat.
Was it not the case that, except for Hadhrat Abu Bakr RA, the opinion of all the Sahabah RA
in the beginning was not to wage Jihad against th€#ehich opinion was correct, that of

the majority or the minority?

Theopinion of Hadhrat Umar RA and Hadhrat Saad Ibn Muaz RA as regards to the prisoners
of Badr was different to all the Sahabah RA, even differing to the high opinion of Prophet
(sallahu alayhi wassallain One must be aware that through revelation and Wahg
opinion of Hadhrat Umar was agreed upon by Allah Almighty Himself.

0Sa AY LYRIRT®E {1261 0IKBednd EiSmEteBRR oA X >
I+ RQ YR !'IjSSRIKEZ F2fft2¢ GKS € NBSN 31
ayR FAYIfAASR Ay GKS WYKI AN df vdz2NB2YyQ 606Sai

Is every unity acceptable and good? A direct answer to Moulana Ayyub
Kholwadia Saheb DB.

Moulana Ayyub Saheb and others persist in talking about unity endlessly! Unity! Is all unity
good and acceptabP And is all Ikhtilaaf bad? Then, may | ask unity amongst whom? All the
Muslims of the UK, or only Ahle Deoband? Or do they mean the unity of the town, city or
borough?

If you mean only Ahle Deoband, then would you reject the Ahle Brelwi from Islam@ If yo
want the unity of the entire United Kingdom, then you are incapable of achieving it. Many
people have tried and failed. However, Moulana Ayyub Saheb, if unity is so important in
your eyes, then why did you differ when all the Imams of Batley agreed an on

% Hayaat us Sahabah Urdu Volume 2 Page 25
% Talbees Iblees Urdu Page 10
% pshraf ul Jawaab Page 300
% |mdad ul Ahkaam Volume 4 Page 482
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Moonsighting criteria? Should you not have held firm to the unity that you claim to hold so
dearly? You attended those meetings, and promised to agree on the final decision, which is
on record. Hadhrat! If you promise to abide by the decision of a gatgef Ulama, then to

go against it, is not correct at all. You have enjoyed the company and guidance of our most
senior Akaabir, hence, this type of behaviour from you and people like you is totally
unacceptable.

Moulana! It seems that you are holding do this opinion so strongly that you have

forgotten what you have written yourself. You have written regarding Moulana Yaqub
vIaYA {FKSoY WO2YAy3a 2dzi 2F GKSNBE FyR O2YAY
decisions, and giving speeches, and handing lderature against them: this two way

0SKI @GA2dzNJ A4 y20 dzy RSNE Gl yRIFIo6f SQo

Moulana! For you to sit with the Ulama of Batley, promising to abide by their decision, then

G2 O02YS 2dzi FyR LINRLI IFAGS F3IFAyad GKSY: K2f
ayR LJzof AaK fAGSNYGdzNBE F3FAyad GKSYZ A& +faz
may want us to forget what you said, but what is written can never be forgotten!

a® 2LAYA2Y Aa OGKIFIG @2dz NBNBI R @&2dzNthewdsf S C
Imams of the Jamia Masjids of Batley and Dewsbury, with their own research and honesty,
announce Eid on two different days, i.e. one Imam announces on a Friday whilst the other

on a Saturday, then with total faith | can say that the Eids of blo#isé¢ places will be 100%
O2NNBOG Ay fAIKEF 2F ClLGsl FYR ! KFIRAGKQ®

Moulana! Not only the Imam of Jamia Masjid, but all the Imams of Batley made a
unanimous decision on the issue of Hilal, after much research, and in light of the writings of

the Fugahaa. Wi did you go against them and perform your Eid Salah at Markaz (a day
before)? Why are you now causing mayhem in Batley because you wish to perform Eid Salah
FOO2NRAY3 (G2 GKS {ldZRA RFEGSK 2KSNB KI&a @&2dzNJ
WO22YRITSIHAGKQ y2¢6 WAYO2NNBOUQK

(Should we now also provide facilities for people to perform their Salah according to the
Salah times of Saudi, especially the Asar Salah at Mithle awwBt@hslator

In your book you quote Sheikh Ali Mia Madl w! Y W¢K2aS LIS2LX S gK?2
cause differences/Ikhtilaf in the UK should go to India and Pakistan and fulfil this desire

i K SRiBadlgna Ayyub, if only you acted upon your own advice and left for India and
Pakistan, leaving the people of tRg in peace and unity, to celebrate one Eid without
confusion. If you are not going to act upon the principles of your own book, how can you
expect others to act upon it?

,2dz faz2 [dz23S 1 FRKNYG alaiAkK dz ' YYlLG w!y -
NRAGAOAAS 20KSNJ LIS2L) SQ&a al af | {niozlitTsitHe NI § KA 3
conclusion of this book and life. If one acts upon this, he will taste the pleasures of paradise

Ay K AS&AModlah&dydu Qabrself have not acted upon thauable advice that you

" Qowl e Faisal Page 101
% Qowl Faisal Page 117/118
2 Qowl e Faisal Page 119
¥ Qowl e Faisal Page 121
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claim will help you to enter Paradise. By writing a whole book, Qowl e Faisal, you have
ONAGAOAASR a2yYS2yS StasSqQa alatl 1z YR y2g &
glread  2dz YIe& KI@S FT2NH2I0 G Enpin gokdSto thedzttixl | y A O
LS2LX ST FyR &2d2 F2NEHSG &2dz2NBESt 0SaQo

If unity is so important to you, then you might want to start a movement to discard the
Mazahib of the Four Imams, and adopt the Salafi method, as this Four Madhab concept is
against unity. HAen ponder over this, was there always agreement amongst the Sahabah,
Tabieen, Tab e Tabieen and the Fugahaa? There is a difference of opinion amongst the
Sahabah as regards to Qiraat behind the Imam; would you say that by this difference they
have creatednischief?

An important point for your attention!

Moulana Ayyub Saheb, you continue to quote Moulana Ruhani Bazi RA: now read what he
has written, in order that you may become aware of whether the Saudi stance is right or
GNRBY3IH 1S 4N (I Ssare that the dzood érlditslzin® dedgre®e approximately
every two hours. According to this calculation, at the end of the month, the moon will not
be visible for at least fortgight hours. For twentyour hours, the moon will be to the West

of sun. Then, thesun and the moon will come to point zero, the conjunction time, which is
also the point of the birth of the new moon. Then within twenty four hours it will move
towards the East until it reaches twelve or thirteen degrees, then only can it become visible.
Through this one can understand that for the moon to be visible, it has to be at least twenty
F2dz2N) K#FdzNE 2T RQ®

From the writings of Moulana Bazi RA one can understand that at the end of the month, the
moon cannot be seen for at least forty eight houasd that the moon has to be at least

twenty four hours old to be visible. Now Moulana, you must find out yourself, what is the

age of the Saudi moon each month? Sometimes the age is irrelevant as IT IS CLAIMED THAT
THE MOON HAS BEEN SEEN BEFORE ITS(ANRTHHIS LUDICROUS CLAIM WAS
ACCEPTEDranslato}. If the moon is invisible for at least forty eight hours at the end of the
month, then look at the Saudi situation: on the morning of thd' 9 Ramadhan the moon

was seen, and in the evening the deaisiwas announced that it would be Eid on the next

day!

This information was not acquired by hearsay; rather this is what Hadhrat Sheikh Ul Hadith
azdzZ Fyl adzZKlYYFR %I 1FNARF w! KFa @NAGOSY Ay
Monday the 28' of Ramadhanafter Fajr, Molvi Ihsan brought the news that the moon is

high and very easily visible. We all became satisfied that we had one more day for
Ramadhan. But when Molvi Aftaab heard the news, he said straightaway that the manner of
thinking of India/Pakistamloes not work here. He said: | have been here for 28/30 years;

there was one Eid after the Zdast, one after the 38, and all the rest after the 29 | had

heard that it is common for Ramadhan to last for 29 days here. But | was satisfied with the
INRALFY gFe& 2F GKAY1AYy3IQd 0¢KS LYRAFY glé& 27F i

i\ Bagarah Verse 44
% Falakiyat e Jadeedah Volume 2 Page 314, 315, 316)
16



month after Maghrib on the 29, if you have seen the moon in the morning. This is an
unalterable factTranslatod ® | F RKNJ & 32Sa 2y lRtheNawamafii WL G 7
after Maghrib and Salat ul Isha was delayed for ten minutes compared to Ramadhan. After

the Faraaidh | quickly started with my Sunnat...but in my first Rakaat | heard the Head
Imam, who is also the Qadhi ul Qudhat here, make an announcewmigmtthe Salam and

a42YS 20KSNJ g2NRADPPDPI G 2y O0SE L dzyRSNAGZ22R (K|
truth. Translato}.>

Moulana Ayyub! Moulana Bazi RA, (who according to you is the most qualified man in the

field of astronomy in the whole ofsta, who is the Muhaddith e Aazam and Arif billah, and

who has supposedly written eighteen books related to astronomy in the Arabic language)

has said that thenoon remains invisible for 48 hours. Yet, in Saudi Arabia the moon was

sighted after Fajr on themorning of the 29", and in the same evening a testimony was

received and the decision of Eid was declared. Who should we believe? The writings of

| F RKNY G a2dzZ Fyl wdzKFIyA . ITA QoWECBRN&IGFoF { I dzRA
hands. Using Hadil 1 Qa4 oNRAGAYy3Iasx ¢S Oly 02y Of dzRS G KI
the sighting of the moon is made two days beforehand.

Moulana! If only there was a Imam ul Haramain in Islamic countries who would give out an
edict against the King, so that the Eid of Raiman could be on the correct day. Once,
during the era of Imam Ul Haramain Abdul Malik Al Juwainy, King Saljooty announced the
day of Eid but in the eyes of the Imam Ul Haramain, the Sighting was unreliable. At once, he
ordered an announcement to be madea F2f f 26ayY ! odzZ al QI fSS A:
still Ramadhan therefore those who act upon my Fatwa must fast. When the King enquired,
he told him that the people must be obedient to the King over matters of the kingdom, but
as for that which is coretted to Fatwa, the King must ask the Imam. According to the ruling

of the Shariah, the Fatwa of the Ulama is in the same category as the orders of the king.
Fasting and declaring Eid is dependent on Fatwa and it is nothing to do with the King. Hence
the King announced that his ruling was wrong and the ruling of the Imam proved to be
O2NNB Ol v Q

Through this incident we can conclude that the Kings like the Ramadhans and Eids to be
declared early from the beginning! Yes, now there is no such Imam Ul Hararhaimvill

dare give an edict against the King, and make us commence the Ramadhan and Eid at the
correct dates. Rather at this present time, it is not only the Ulama of Saudi but also the
Ulama e Britannia and Molvi Adam Satatarayly Afrigi who are giviiglibes to impose the
incorrect decisions of the Saudi authorities upon us! (The people of U.K.)

Further Points To Ponder

a2dzt Iyl ! @eédzo {I KS6 oNARGSAY WhdzNJ Lol RFEFGO | C
Gt ARQ® WeKS L&HIORIKISG y2 7 Slat ff NBK$NRasBYy Ay a:s
' NRdz gAtf 0SS @GFrftAR FOO2NRAY3I GKS {IdzZRA RSC
other Ulama you mention accept the decision of the Haramain Shareefain by performing

% Muhabbat Naamay vol 2Pg 539
3 Tareegh Dawat wa Azeemat Volume 1 Page 117
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your Isha at 18 degre® Would this rejection also be seen as disrespecting the Haramain
Shareefain?

az2zdzt Iyl gNARGSAaY We¢KS FANRG adzFGA 'FTFY Aa
I QX Ad asSSvya GKFdG @2dz FNS O2yiSyid a@&rd 0
am not aware whether this is through knowledge and research or just for unity. However, it

is necessary for the Mufti Saheb to research this issue in depth, and act accordingly. Is it
permissible to go against your research simply for the sake ofiihe answer to this can

be given by Mufti Saheb alone. Further, there are many Ulama in the UK who have become
aware through their research that Saudi decisions are incorrect, but they are acting upon
GKS { I dzRA wdzQel K F2NJ ( kSo fiad outSron? the Midyfykain e & L
GKSGKSNI Al Aa LISNX¥AaairofS Ay GKS SesSa 2F {KI
g NB GKNRdZAK &d2dzyR SPGARSYOS GKFG GKS { I dzRA
deduced from your writings that Mufts ! I T 'Y ¢KI FyA A& Ffaz2 F2ff
alr 1S KAa NBaSINOK asSsSvya G2 oS az2YSiKAy3a St
ar1SQK 2KIFG Aa Fraltz2dzyRAYy3 Aa GKIG @2dz 6NARGS
you, but what about the @pport of the first Mufti e Aazam UK that you previously
mentioned?

a
K ¢

Ponder over his Fatwa. Mufti Ismail Kacholvi Saheb DB writes in one of his answers
NBEIFNRAYI vdaNBFYAY WC2NJ GKS LIS2 LI & ziHijah. | Gf S &
or Yown ul Arafah according to the unanimous decision of the Imams, Rabitah and the
IMWS. All the people of Batley must accept this decision, and it would be against the
{KFENRFK (G2 OGO dzLl2y 2y Sa 26y 2LAYA2Y QO

Moulana, if there is only one Mufti e Aazam, whathe meaning of this second Mufti e

Aazam? There are principles that must be used to determine the status of a Mufti e Aazam,
principles which you may not have come across, and to give this position to someone,
people in the UK must at leastknow him. M@ti ! T 'Y We¢KFEFYAQ A& Ay N
at all. Perhaps even your own children and other Ulama e Batley do not know him, never

mind the public.

az2dzZf 'yl FdzZNIKSNI 6NRGSEY WeKSNB | NB | LILNBEAY
founders, Sheikh f | F RAGKa yR GSFOKSNAR Fft 32 | 002 NJ
08 SGNAGAY3A WIHEfQ &2dz KIS SAOGKSNI YFRS | YAa
one but many names of the teachers of Darul Ulooms who do not support you in practice,

and as far as thinking is concerned, there are lots more!

az2dzZ FyFrH | 2dz gNAGSY WeK2aS GKFEG NBfe 2y (KS
the extent that if a group of trusted, pious Ulama and other trustworthy people were to
testify that they hae sighted the Hilal, then their naked eye sighting would be thrown into

the dustbin as the observation of this trusted group is going against the new moon

ONAGSNA2Y QO

Moulana, after reading this | concluded that you are indeed troubled by this moonassue
ANBIG SEGSYdZ Fa Y2RSNIGA2Y |yR WLQAGAREFIEQ
this to the extreme. Pardon me, but this is dishonesty, can you support your statement with
any evidence? Can you recount even one incident where the trudtacha, Sulahaa(pious
people), and a group of other trustworthy people have seen the Hilal before the new moon?
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If not a large group, a few pious people will suffice. (At the time of Eid last year, 2008, Molvi
Yakub Miftahi Sahib printed the names of a fpeople in Bradford and Blackburn in his
monthly letter who claimed sighting. Upon research, we found that either they did not exist,
or they backed out of the clainfranslatoy.

Moulana, go out and do some research for a few months. Can the Hilal readgelm before

its Imkan/ possibility? Do not believe a few dodgy claims, observe yourself. You will come to
02y Of dzZRS @2dzNESEfF GKS AGNBYy3aIdK 2N NI KSNJ (K
wdzQel KQo®

Moulana, the time we are living in is such thatsliand falsehood are on the increase,
RAAK2ySade Aa NARFTST yR Iff GKAA Aa FT2NBOG2fTF
of falsehood, the skies are clear yet a few people claim to sight the moon: to accept such a
testimony is against all logighis is the reason why Imam Abu Bakr Jassas RA has written in
KAa ! K{FFY dzZ vdzZNDRFFYY WhdzNJ LYFYa KIFI@S 3IAGS
for Ramadhan and Eid the testimony of one or two people is not enough. The group
testifying must be sgreat in number that there is no possibility of error. The reason for this

is that by accepting the testimony of one or two people, it is as if we are claiming that the
Kdzy RNBR& YR (K2dzalyRa 2F RBGKSNI LIS2LX S t ADAY
(I must remind Moulaa of the Birmingham conference, that after the mischief created by
himself and his host Qari Zubair Baleshwari, and members of the Jamiat in the original
conference, according to reports from a reliable source, a further conference was held in

v I NRA dAasjitd, ivieEe Mufti Abu Zafar was addressing the gathering, he was asked by
Moulana Imdad ul Hasan Saheb from Birmingham a similar question, that Moulana! The
people in Dubai claimed sighting, yet the people in Pakistan reported negative. Not only on

that day but the next day as well. The time difference between the two countries is just one

hour, hence either the eyes of the people of Dubai are very, very strong, or the people of
Pakistan are blind? Can you explain this? The whole gathering was sitentencould

answer this query, eventually leading to Moulana Ibrahim Khan saying that your question is
valid, and we need to think on this further. | wonder if that thinking is completed as yet or

not). Translator.

Moulana you should sit in alone one daydaponder thatthere was unity when we were
following Morocca when the decision was made to follow Saudi; this is when the disunity
crept in. A person who came from London, told me that once upon a time there was unity in
Dewsbury, until Markaz was builthen they started to do their Eids and Ramadhan
separately. Now you may want to tell us who created this disunity? Amazingly those guilty
of causing disunity are now claiming to thee ones who are promoting unity, and those
who were always for unity aneow being portrayed as causing disunity!

These are only a few basic points in response to your (Moulana Ayyub KhofwadiS 6 Q & 0
article, that I conclude on, as in reality much more could be written.

% |khtilaaf e Ummat Awr Siraat e Mustageem Volume 1 Page 102
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Two guestions and their answers

There is this constardriticism by the pro Saudi followers directed at the Ulama making an
effort to promote Haq that these Ulama should abandon the effort on rectifying the Hilal
issue and move on to other issues. And many a times this objection is coming from those
people (®me are Ulama), who themselves are doing absolutely nothing, or teaching two
hours in the Maktab in the evening, choosing to spend the rest of the time in gossip here
and there, or sleeping till late. | request these people that the effort and fikr omtben

issue is being undertaken by some Ulama, and Alhamdulillah they are also making a great
effort in other fields aswell, hence those who are in possession of all that free time, why do
they not get involved in the other issues?

If the objectors are thaos, who are working in some field, then | request them that they
must not see this noble effort as useless and a waste of time. If one makes an effort to
ensure that our fast, our Eid is performed at the correct time, then can one class this effort
as uselss? And to say that more attention should be given to the youth of the Ummabh,
then why not give up what you are doing and confront the greatest Baatil, meaning Kufr?
The reality is, only objection/criticism is the intent.

Then another excuse that we he®&tNR Y &a2VYS A& GKFG GKAA Aa |y
there is room to act upon any of the two views. If this is the case, then why not act upon

one view, one year and the other view the next year. Or some people say it is a matter of

Wwlk 2AK YRAZRIENRBZRBIKIOAYFSNAZ2NL QS L ljdzSadAzy (K
guides and responsible for the Ummah, why are you intentionally discarding and
abandoning the superior and the cautious view? If the leaders and guides of the Ummah are
goingtotake ts f S&da&a Ol dziA2dza | yYR Wal NB22KQ @ASg (K
dzLI2y GKS Wwl2AKQ YR (GKS &adzLJSNA2NJ FyR OF dzi A
Tagwa and piety is preached, if the teacher/Sheikh himself is not acting on Taqwa, how wil

KS NBOGATE YR 3JdzARS KAa | dzZRASYOSKO t¢ NI yatl
LIN} OGAOS dzll2y GKS Y2NB Ol dziwhhizaany@ohywémagy L o |
have read or even taught repeatedly, why have you discarded, neglected andatszh

the Amal on this?

Your acceptance thathe Saudi decision is doubtful

Moulana, finally | will conclude this article with a short speech you gave in front of Mufti

Rashid Ahmad Ludhyaanwi RA, it is in my file dateBeptember 1994, at Madinah Maj

it Sés &2dz adlGSR GUKFG &2dz  NNAOSR KSNB |-
five years since we have been here. At this time we are in agreement that the Saudi

5SOAaA2YaA NB R2dzo G FdzZ = GKS 2 04KSNithéerfvtiter 1 | NB
aLd KFra 02YS G2 2dzNJ y23iAO0S GKIFG GKSNB | NB
GNRdzof SR YR 6S ySSR (2 FAYR | 0SGGSNI gl ¢

Moulana there is a clear contradiction in your speech and yeritings, you may have
KSINR 2F (GKS aiGKS L2UGAYl 2F (62 % ARa¢ 0GKS dzy
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Moulana! Despite a great effort not to insult you, if you are hurt by my writing then | seek
your forgiveness. | do not hold any grudges or enmity against yougebdig your present
article and Qowl e Faisal before, has made me want to write this. Especially after seeing that
only one category of articles are coming from you, | thought of responding in this way. |
hope for the sake of Allah you ponder over the gsimentioned with an open mind and
honesty.

Abdullah Ibn Muhiyuddin
London UK

The Announcement of the Hilal by Saudi Arabia and the Ulama of Batley

By Moulana Ashraf Ali SaheBradford

This is the fanslation d the detailed response to thellagations of Moulana Ayyub
Kholwadia Saheb

Today | have had the opportunity to read the booklet written by Moulana Muhammad
Ayyub Kholwadia Soorti Saheb, who is a strong advocator and supporter of following Saudi
Arabia on the issue of Moonsighting. | personalladehe booklet thinking that it would
respond toall the questiongelated toSaudiannouncements

| thought that the author would present evidence that wouldmove all doubts and
objections attached to the Saudi moonsighting decisjoasd clear the mimls of the
renowned Ulama of the Ummahnd the experts in Saudi Arabia itself. 1 expected this
evidence to provethat criticisms of the{ | dzZRA  avedzll &roKg and incorrect.
Regrettablythe booklet faila to remove any doubts or resportd criticism.

The Moulana (author) in his booklets has put forward three main points, through which he
has argued that the people tfie UK and Europe should follow Saudi Arabia:

1134 (GKS WwWbSg a22yQ K2f{Ra y2 AAIYATAOIyOS

moonsightirg is not permissible.

2. As all the Darul Ulooms, Tablighi Marakiz and a group of Ulaméoloeiing the
wdzQe | K  Rifently{witrdaR /saying anything; the other group (non Saudi
followers) should not bedllowed. t seems that there is unity in followirsaudi, and
this decision is correct.

3.2S aKz2dzZ R OOSLII GKS {I dzZRA wdzQel K 2y
Shareefain and the Arabs in general. Otherwise our young generation will lose the
respect for the Holy Cities, which is the plan of the enerafdslam.

b2g tSGQa SOFHfda G6S GKS SPGARSYOS Llzi F2N¥I NR
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There is no doubt that in matters of moonsighting, calculations has no significance in Islam.
Sighting with the naked is eye is essential. This is unanimously agreed by both parties. It
should be noted that the Ulama who do not follow the Saudi authorities have NEVER said
that only calculations should be followed, and visual sighting should be rejected. If anyone
has said this, then the Ulama e Deoband have never agreed to it.

Thereisdj dzSadA2y f22YAy3 KSNBX FyR (KIFIGd A&aT La
any form of doubt and suspicion? Regrettably the answer is NO. The criticism of the Saudi

Of FAYa 27F wdzQel K Aa dyweftiyaa of UK or ThélBryénsiitukidhs | f | Y I
of the sub continent and their Ulama and Muftiyaan, but also from the experts and Ulama of

the whole world. There are many Ulama/experts in Saudia itself who question the Saudi

Of FAYa 2F wdzQeél Ko

It should be remembered that the experts/Ulama in 8auwho have questioned the Saudi

sightings are of the same opinion in issues of Madhab, Maslak and politics, and are
SYLX 28SR o6& (GKS {ldzZRA 3F20SNYyYSyilio LF (GKSas$s
then we should agree on the fact that the annountents of sightings are being made in an
FGY2aLKSNBE 2F a4dzaLIAOA2Y YR R2dzoid 2Keé R2y Qi
guestions of the experts of the world and remove their doubts. Why the silence? If there is
nothing to hide why not remove thdoubts and suspicion. This is not an issue of the past

few years, rather its been there for years, these doubts now are transforming to certainty,
KSyOoS G2 aleé GKFG & Fa GdKS 1T FENXYIFEAY {KIFNBST
I OOS LIi SRE r Aciteptabl. THiezbgttdrSvay is to remove all doubts, which are
increasing day by day.

Respected Moulana Ayyub Saheb is an educated man; | fail to understand why he has
turned to refusing factual information and realities. What he has described as theages

Y20 GKS2NASA NI GKSN) WFI Oldzrf NBFEAGASAQD ¢ KS
NHz Sa 2F wdzQel KX | NB GKSeé& y2i Ay (KS 062214
turn to the Ulama who are really praiseworthy in his eyes, Moa Mufti lkram ul Haq

Saheb and Moulana Mufti Inayatullah Saheb, and ask them whether all these are theories or
realities.

Moulana Ayyub Saheb may want to ask these two praised Buzrugs and tell us that, if two
people were to claim sighting of the hildter Maghrib in very clear atmospheric conditions,
when the experts had said that the Moon had already set a few hours before sunset, then
would the claims of these two individuals be acceptable? Or would they be subjected to a
serious investigation to véy their claim? And how should this investigation take place?
Also remember that these two are claiming sighting in an Islamic country, where Millions
have not seen it, or even heard about it.

22



Moulana should also ask the two Buzrugs about the distancevdst Saudi and
LYRAFktF]{AAGlIYK YR GKS wdzQeéel K GKFG GKSaA
oAfftA2Yya 2F LYRAFY&A YR tlF1A&adrFyAQa FFAES
F3FAYy GKSNB Aa RATTSNEByY Oluoud differericenstrehdther{the 5 2 S &
doubts in our hearts?

a2dz Iyl ! @eédzo {lKSo Aa | .dzZ N¥zaszx ¢S | INBS 2
buzrugy, it is about reality and factual information, it is very unfortunate that Moulana is

failing to understad these realities.

l.j

S
R 7/

| doubt there is anyone who refuses to accept that there isGumjaaistto follow the Saudi

sighting (this is not Fardh or Wajib neither is it a question of Deen and Imaan), but in an
atmosphere of doubt surrounding the announcemergbould we disregard facts and
NBIfAGASAK {K2dz R ¢S RSSY Ay 2yS 323 | ff (K:
{KFENBSTFIAYQ |a GKS& IINB AyF2NN¥AYy3 dza GKI G
evidence to back their claim?

There is no rom for using calculations in our Holy Shariah, and no one is saying that we
should, but if the claim of sighting is doubtful, and there is strong evidence backing this

doubt then what should we do? What is the guidance of the Ulama and Fugahaa in this
instay OSK | I @S y28G GKS ! I YimkarielwdX)e poks@ilitgcof O2 y & A
AaA3AKAGAY3AK yR S@Sy 3I2yS 2y (G2 3FdzARS GKS 'Y
(astronomy) to settle the issue? A mistake is continuously being made, and there is hard
evidence pointing in this direction, should we still convince ourselves and convince the
LJzof AO G 1 NBSE (GKFGZ aNBYFAY aAirftSyd R2yQi
0S JdzAfGe 2F RAANBALISOGAY3I GKS 1T INFYFAY {KIN

Moulana Ayyub Sahetas invited us to study the resolutions passed by the Ulama of Batley,
let us go through them:

e /fTIAY 2F aA3IKOGAY3T 06STF2NB LYy S wdzQel
e /fTFAY 2F &aAIKAIGAY3I FFOISNI LY{ly S wdze
Moulana points out thatt a | &MNte fulama of th&Jmmah has rejected
the new moon theory.

Moulana has quoted the names of many prominent Ulama under this point, whose piety
and knowledge is well accepted, but Moulana has failed to tell us, that those, who reject the
Yy Sg Y22y, wkaido $heyNdeq? lis to base the Islamic months on the New Moon?
Or do they reject the reality of moon birth and new moon altogether? My honest opinion is
that they reject the first point, and | agree with this aswell. We do not agree with thase th
base their Islamic months on new moon only, and this is the view of our Akaabir.
(Unfortunately this is the practice of the Saudi authorities for the months from Muharram to
{KFQolFlFtyd®d ¢NIyatld2ND®
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As far as new moon is concerned, there may only be affem the Ahle Iim that reject it,
one should pick up a book of Figh, one will see the details of this in the chapters of
Y22YAAIAKGAYTIDd S&a a F2N) GK2aS 6K2 FNB | R

accept the birth of the moon nor the conjunctiors L Y | ¥FNI AR ¢S R2 y2i
arrogance and stubbornness.

Whatever is written in the resolutions passed by the Ulama of Batley is nothing new. Ulama
before them have written the same thing many times in their Fataawaa. Look at the Fatwa
of Mufti Nizamuddin Saheb RA, the Mufti e AazafrDarulUloom Deoband, he writes; If
someone testifies before the time of conjunction, that they have sighted the moon, then
this claim will be rejected as this is against logic and reality.

Look at the writingsof Ameer e Tabligh, Hadhratjee Moulataaam ulHasan Saheb
YFYRKSt6A w!X KS gNAGSE aesSa AT GKS SELISNIa

I LI NI AOdzZ FNJ RFeX FyR a42YS2yS (NAS&A (G2 LINRGS
credit will ke given to this claim. And this (accepting an impossible sighting) is against the
practice of the Jamhoor. (Both these Akaabir are renowned for the depth of their
knowledge. Translator)

The position and stance of one of the most prominent personalities &S ¢ | 6 f A I KA  WI
and world renowned Muballigh Hadhrat Moulana Muhammad Umar Palanpuri Saheb could

be clearly understood from the Ulama close to him. He met the Ulama of Haramain
Shareefain to rectify the minor mistakes being made in the timings @hS&ale was very

YdzOK AYyUiSNBaiGSR Ay (KS alaQlfl K 2F wdzQeld S
of the Muslims must be performed at the correct time. Ponder over the letter Hadhrat
Moulana wrote to Moulana BurhanuddiSaheb{ I y 6 Kf A T lah ®KShahaaha Q|
6GSadAY2yed Aada AYRSSR |y WFEINBSR dzZLll2yQ al ac
v 6QSSd ¢KS RSOA&A2Yya o6FaSR 2y (KAa 3IADSYy 0:¢
goes against logic, but what is necessary is that the preséitude of completely
overlooking and disregarding logic should be looked at carefully and the attention of the
LIS2LX S aK2dzZ R 0SS RANBOUSR (G2¢F NRa (KS OSNAS
az2z2y FT2tft25 O2dzNASa 02 YLzl &Rits Gighitskasding svdwd NI |y C
0S RSUSNNAYSReéd |I'S FAdzZNHIKSNI gNRGSAT

GLG KFa O02YS (2 Y& YAYR GKIFIGO AF 2yte | 06221
GKAOK GKS AYyTF2NX¥IGA2Y g1 & 3IABSY F2N) SOSNE Y
conjunction, new moon times for each and every country of the World. Then, this
information is passed on to the people responsible for deciding and announcing the sighting

of the moon, in order that those who are responsible become aware that, if on any day
therewasy 2 L2 aadaAoAfAde 2F AAIKIAYy3I oLY1lFYy S wdzQ
Ay FOOSLWIAY3I | OfFAY 2F {ATKOGAYy3ITED
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The late Hadhrat Moulana made a lot of effort in this field, he had in his possession a record
2F GAYSa 2F LY{1ly wdaestion&dZin & Mtier hé Mrbtd toOF & 0 S
Muhammad llyas the renowned expert Astronomer of Malaysia. In the letter he wrote;

G L ¢gAAaK GKFIG | avylftt 0221 0S gNRGGISY Ay 6K
next SIXTY YEARS, which is WHAT | HAVilectis is there, plus an article from Moulana
Burhanuddin Sanbhli. With this you should compose some simple rules, which tell us, at
what age is the moon visible and how long after sunset will the moon be visible. Also write

what differences could occurith the difference in longitude and latitude, am@dw weather

O2dz R FFFSOG Aidé¢ o

What Moulana Muhammad Umar is drawing our attention towards is before our eyes, that

the mistakes and discrepancies attached to the sighting of the moon in this present era

must stop, there must be rules and procedures present to scrutinise and examine
GSatdAY2yASad b2g 2yte az2dzZ lyl 1 &edw {IFKSo OF
Moulana came out with.

If only this Moulana, a great Aalim (Moulana Muhammad Umar) taok the mission of

Tabligh throughout the world, found out that in the eyes of Moulana Ayyub Saheb and
Janab Miftahi Saheb this is only a theory, they would have been saved from wasting their
time in this effort! (It is worth noting here that once MoularMuhammad Hasan Saheb

from Walsall requested Moulan&luhammad Umar Palanpuri RA to guide tBkRooraaof

Dewsbury Markaz on this issue, the great Aalim e Deen regliddde Hadhratjee Moulana

Inaam ul Hasan write a letter to ti@hooraalwhichis widelyavailable) instructing them to
F2NBF]1S {lFdzRA {A3IKIAY3IAS y2¢ AT (GKS& R2y Qi f
OKFG LINRPLI3IFGS GKS LOGFIFQFG S 1'YSSNI 6020SRASYC
this day to obey the Ameer, no wondéhat this noble work is at a terrible decline.
Translator)

Observe the answer of Shaheed e Millat Hadhrat Moulana Muhammad Yusuf Ludhyaanwi
SahebRA;G 1 KS O2YYSYyOAy3 2F (KS fdzylI NJ Y2y (iKa A
moon, yes one can take the gaigdce from the astronomers as to whether there is the
Imkan/possibility of sighting or nad & & ¢

hodaSNIBS GKS gNAGAYy3IEA 2F {KSA]TK dzZ | I RAGK a?
Sun and Moon is fixed and determined, they will never ever deviate tresnfixed cycle.

Keeping this in mind if someone was to claim a sighting when it was impossible to sight,
meaning according to the experts the sighting was impossible, then it should be said that
WiGKFEG KS Aa YAadl 1 SyQ omktimeKiieseiype of/chitnants@asy 3 A
F OOSLIISR GKSANI YAAUl 1S¢o

ax

¥ Biography of Moulana Muhammad Umar Ragés212-214
% Aap ke Masail awr oon ka Hal Voine 3 Page 261
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Hadhrat Moulana has also written in the introduction of his Kitab:

G5dz28 G2 GKS FILOG GKFEG AT a2YSUKAY D taked f 2 3 A
testimony on it according to Shariah. |If it is proven that logically sighting of the moon is
AYLI2AaaAotS 2y | LI NIAOdzZ NI RIFex GKSYy 2y GKI I
This book also clarifies the views of the experts asnmigéo when the moon isightable

and when it is not®

CKSNBE ¢gla | OGSNE AYLRNILIYyGd IFFGKSNAy3a 2y GKS
Centre London, around thirty years ago. Renowned Ulama e Kiram from the Indian
subcontinent and UK attendethis Seminar. There final decision was published with the
GAGES 2F WadzidFFAJFK CFHAAfFKQ ' YAGSR 5SOA&A
G¢KS adzat AYa 27F | Y adoguife garyehnasSdRShari&hlinideteadining A € f
Ramadhan and Eidain. These guidelines will be as follows:

a) The effort of sighting the moon in UK will be made according to the Geographical
Imkan and a committee of Ulama will make the effort to sight the moon
[221 4 GKS g2NRa 2F WDS23ANYLKAOFE LYTI:
understand why the great Ulama of the time went into these theories. We have the
yEySa 2F GKS ' fFYlF GKF(G OASWMEBYDY dOAzGAALIVW A
the name of one, and that is Faqgih Ul Asr Hadhrat Moulana Abdur Raheem Lajpuri
RA. (There were other Jibal e Ilm present who agreed with this historic decision,
amongst them were Hadhrat Moulana Abrar Ahmad Saheb, Sheikkadith
Hadhrat Moulana Muhammad Radha Ajmeri Saheb RA, Hadhrat Moulana Ibrahim
Desai RA. Translator).

We would like to ask Moulana Ayyub Saheb that he ask the opinion of Mufti Ikram ul Haq
Saheb Blackburn as regards to this decision. Mufti lkram ul Hadb Sedgarding whom

Moulana hasg NA MKSyi¢ I FGSNI NBYFAYAY3I Ay | FRKNFG
company he gained great experience and expertise in the field of Fatwa. In the eyes of
Moulana (Ayyub) he is also the Mufti e Aazam of UK. Maybe he camst&hether this

decision of the Akaabir Ulama is in accordance to our Shariah or whether these Akaabir (Na
oozu billah) were also lost in the world of theories.

Observe the words of Justice Mufti Muhammad Tagi Uthmani Saheb, he writes: compared

to the Ulama e Saudi, majority of the Ulama of this Era are of the opinion that if the sighting

of the moon is not logically possible, and testimony is received, then that testimony is

W3 dzALIAOA2dzaQ YR F2NJ GKAa NBlFazy GKesian G§Sada
should be made based on this suspicious testimony.

Look at the answer given by Moulana Mufti Ashraf Saheb on which there is the sign of Mulfti
adzKlI YYFR ¢FlA JOKYFYA {IIKSOY aé& 2LIAYA2Y A3

®wdz2 4 S | Aflage291 al aQlfl Kb t
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(conclusive), rather there ithe possibility of a mistake. The rules and calculations of
astronomy are conclusive but there is the possibility of mistake in its deduction (istikraaj).
Hence if the testimony is against astronomical calculations, it will be rejected on the
condition that the astronomical calculations have been given by the experts. But if the
testimony of a large group is against astronomical calculations then the testimony will be
accepted and it will be said that there was a problem in deducing the astronomical
calcuations.

Moulana Mufti Faisal Saheb of Darul Iftaa Karachi has written in an answer: If according to
astronomy the moon has set before the sun, then it will be possible to reject a testimony on
the basis of calculations, because if the moon is below thézbor there is no possibility
whatsoever of it being sighted. In other words it can be said that one cannot decide only on
astronomical calculations, but if after continued scrutiny and test, one is certain that
sighting is not possible, then, with crossaenination the testimony could be rejected.

There are many references of this kind which could be shown upon request, hence IF THE
ULAMA OF BATLEY HAVE SAID WHAT THE AKABIR ULAMA HAVE ALREADY SAID, THEN
DEEM THEM AS TERMINATORS OF THE RESPECT ON SARRHEFAIN IS INDEED AN
INJUSTICE.

HO a2dzf Iyl 1 @8eédzo {lIKS0Qa aSO2yR LRAYyG 2F SO
is that the Darul Ulooms of UK, Tablighi Marakiz and other Ulama are silently following the
decisions of Saudi, hence people shibalso follow suit and show unity. The question is,

why not ask the same Muftiyaan and Ulama e Kiram, that if a large group of Muslims of UK

and a large group Of Ulama and Muftiyaan e Kiraam who are not following the Saudi
Authorities (based in Riyadh) duo the vast and strong evidence they have of discrepancies

Ay GKS wdzQeél K OfFAYa 2F {ldzRAZ A& GKSANI LINI C

Everyone is aware that until the time the reality of the Saudi announcement was not clear,

there was no real opposite voice, as there was aoncrete evidence against the Saudi
wdzQel K RSOAAA2Yd® ¢KAA 6l & GKS NBlFazy GKFG Ay
also gave the permission, but when the reality was opened up before them, and it became

clear that these announcements wermt correct, this permission was withdrawn. Should

we remain silent now after the mistake has become apparent? Should we not change our
position once we become aware of a mistake? Maybe Moulana can tell us. If some people

who are connected to Darul Uloonmm Tablighi Markaz see this way (following Saudi,
RSALIAGS GKS R2dzoia ad2NNRPdzyRAYy3d G(GKS RSOA&AZ2Y:
correct. Their remaining silent also does not imply that following Saudi is not a mistake.

One should not go rouhtelling other people that despite knowing what is wrong, they

should continue following the wrong, and never speak out against it.
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¢KS yIFYSa 2F (g2 .dzZl N¥z3axz GKIG az2dzZ Iyl KI &
silently following Saudi, directingl KSANJ LJIS2LJX S +f2y3 | agStfteéo
RN} 33Ay3 GKSY AylG2 GKAA alaQlflKd 2KSGEKSNI a:
Akaabir or not, to mention their names, we are not aware. But surprisingly, what Moulana

Ayyub Saheb has acceptediisk I & G KSaS (g2 . dzZl Nz3a KI @S F2¢f
dzy Al e Q Ay UKSAM3aji0 NOTYmyadsa thé dhink tiaRfollowing Saudi is
O2NNBOU® . & oNAROGAY3I aF2N GKS alr1S 2F dzyades
with our view. Altlough it is worth pondering that for the sake of unity is it permissible to

conceal the reality, as to when the actual date of Ramadhan or Eid is? Are these two

. dzl Ndz3a NBFffé 2F (KS 2LIAYyA2y GKFG GKS adzFi
evidence guided us not to follow Saudi, are wrong? Are they really of the opinion that the
announcements of Saudi are free of any doubt and suspicion? Has the fear of Allah departed

from their hearts? Are they trying to destroy the respect of the Haramain $fare® Can

Moulana Ayyub Saheb ask these Buzrugs and reveal the answers in writing.

It is good that Moulana accepts Mufti Ismail Kacholvi Saheb as beyond others in Ilm. The
guestion is, is Mufti Ismail Saheb in agreement with the Saudi announcements?nist h
2LISyte O02YYSyidAy3a 2y (GKS {ldRA &aA3aIKIAYy3I&K
RAANBALISOGAYT GKS TINFYFEAY {KFENBSTFIAY YR &ai

As far as unity is concerned, is it logical to call the people towards actiog apclear

YAadl 1S IyR ate aesSa | YAaual1S Aa o6SAy3a YI |
GNHzGK YR NBlIfAG@E D LA GKA&a y20 Fy20KSNJ YA
despite all this, one remains adamant on acting upon whatvigng, and calls others

towards it aswell, and Ulama despite their knowledge of the mistake, become the inviters to

the mistake?

ouv a2dzZ +yl 1 &é&dz {FKSo6 KlFIa &alFlAR O0KIFIG a2S akK
respect for the Haramain Shareefain dathe Arabs in general. Otherwise our young
generation will lose the respect for the Holy Cities, which is the plan of the enemies of
LatlYéo

2 KFG Aa GKS 02yySOiA2y 060S06SSy wdzeld S KAfI
aleg ¢S a1l GKS NBALISOGSR az2dz Iyl GKFGIZ (GK2a&¢
they not go to Saudi? Do they not have the love and greatness of the Haramain in their
hearts? Are they rejecting the greatness of the Haramain? Have they stoppedtgdhmey

Haramain Shareefain? Can anyone show me one Muslim who shows disrespect to the
Haramain Shareefain on the basis of him not agreeing to the Moon announcements of Saudi

I N} 0AFK 2KSYy (KSNB Aa y2 02yySOUA2Yy HaSi oSSy
then why bring this into it anyway? We have not heard that the Ulama e Deoband have

been deemed as disrespecters of the Haramain Shareefain, when ever they saw the need to

write against the Ulama e Wahabiyah, (Sheikh Muhammad Ibn Wahab and higefsljo
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Even today the Ulama e Deoband are highlighting their mistakes when ever they make
them. This does not make them anti Haramain Shareefain.

There have been many books written in Saudi Arabia against the Ulama e Deoband, which
have been responded toytthe Ulama e Deoband; does this deem the Ulama e Deoband as
anti Haramain Shareefain?

If Moulana Ayyub is telling us that whatever is happening there in terms of Deen and
Madhalk let it happen, do not deem it as wrong, even if it is wrong, remain sileditaecept

what is happening there, theMoulanamust also give up his Maslak and in order to save

the Younger Generation of Europe from disrespecting the Haramain Shareefain, give his
blessing to the younger generation to adopt the Maslak/practices prevdlteere. If they

FNE RSOfFNAYy3 (GKS O2yOSLIi 2F ¢lalgodzF ' yR YK
also agree to it, if they are deeming our Akaabir to have left the fold of Islam, then Moulana

can join them, if they are declaring the Tafseer of dkaabir (Tafseer e Uthmaani) as

incorrect and banning it, then Moulana has no right of objection, becgisf KA & ¢ 2 NRa (
@2dz KAIKEAIKG GKS YAadr1S 2F GKS !' Nroa (GKSy

We are not going to into discussinguit Tagi Sahibs articles as we can see from his and his
addzRSyGa CcrarlFgll GKIG KS KAYaAStET Aa y2i0 KIFL
far as the Glasgow Fatwa is concerned, that is the writing of Molvi Uthaadoeb;many

leading Ulama have dena scholarly critique on it, with a request for a reply. Although two

years has passed, no reply has yet been given, through which one can conclude that the
Fatwa was of no real significance.

Moulana has accused a very great number of Ulama from Bafleyeating disunity, and

KFra 32yS 2y G2 areée GKFGE aoKSy F2N) 0KS LI aid
KIS 0SSy F2fft2gSR> (0KSeé aKz2dzZ R KIFI @S O2yiGAy«
G2 aleée GKIFIG GK2aS gK2 R 2re atthg agdinst NdBviShessahdl K { | d
desire of Allah and his Rasool, and are dragging the Muslims towards the fire of disunity, to

the extent that they have finished off the respect and peace between father and son in their
K2YSaoé

We cannot fully understand #dzt | v Qa4 @GAS¢> A& GKAA az2dz |yl
the will of Allah and his Rasool? Or is he just mentioning that disunity is disapproved of in
GKS vdzZNRFlFyYy FyR | I RAGKK

This twenty two years that Moulana is mentioning, is it not the case thdtisntwenty two
years the Ulama and renowned researchers of the world have cast their doubts on the Saudi
announcements in the same way as people are doing today?

It is correct that the Ulama of Batley, or rather the Ulama e Deoband were following the
RQ&I K yy2dzyOoSYSyada 2F {ldzZRA ! N)oAlL® [ GS
announcements became clear, and there was evidence of discrepancies in these
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announcements, many Ulama, acting upon the new evidence changed their stance. Yet the
Ulama of Batley deded to investigate this matter further, and after further research and
consultation with the senior Ulama, when it became crystal clear to them that there is
AYRSSR 4SI1ySaa FyR RAAONBLI yOASa Ay GKS {1}
caution dananded that they must move away from this present criteria, this is what they

did. Now if these Ulama (Eighty Five in number, translator), in total honesty decided on
following a more cautious approach, then how can it be permissible to accuse them of
breaking up the relationship of respect between the father and son?

This is the same as performing Salah in a Masjid at particular direction thinking without any
doubt, that this is the Qiblah. Then after twenty two years someone told them that the
direction you are facing for your Salah is incorrect and, this is the correct direction of the
Qiblah. Now after finding out the truth, the trustees of the Masjid corrected their mistake,
but now some people are taunting them and blaming them, that why have you sogvn
seed of disunity in the community, by changing the direction? Why have you corrected the
direction of the Qiblah? Why did you not just leave it as it is, as, we have faced that wrong
direction for the past twenty two years? With your decision you gudty of making the
young generation of Europe rebel against the Masjid. The respect and sanctity of the Masjid
will come to an end. Decide for yourself what answer should one give to such taunts?
Yes those who really want to understand, we can tell them that the Salah you performed in
the wrong direction for this long period, will be valid, as you were unaware, at the time, our
honest opinion was thathis was the Qiblah, but as soon as we found out that this is not the
case and with evidence we were made aware, we changed. Not to change despite knowing
the truth is indeed wronglf despite knowing the truth, if someone still wants to perform
their Sal& in the wrong direction then it is upto them, but they have no right to say that it
will cause disunity, and a difference between father and son. It is easy to understand that it
would be incorrect to follow what is totally wrong just for the sake of yirahd peace
between the father and son.

We humbly request Moulana Ayyub Saheb that he removes the doubts present in the minds

2F GKS 1 ftFYlF 6AGK KIFEINR SOARSYOSsS gAlGK2dzi LI
suspicions and objections that are presen Ay (1 KS wdzQel K | yy2dzyOSY:
removed with evidence, then please go ahead, as it would open the way not only for the
people of UK but also for people of the Indian sub continent. There must be a reason why

the great Ulama lik&agihun NafsHadhrat Moulana Rasheed Ahmad Gangohi RA, Mujaddid

e Millat Hadhrat e Agdas Thanvi RA, Hadhrat Sheikh ul Islam Madani RA and Fagih ul Asr

| F RKNJ G adzZFGA ! 0RdzNJ wlk KSSY [ 2LJzNA w! b9+9w
announcements despite knowing th#étwas permissible to follow Saudi. They never said

that, as Haramain Shareefain is there, and Arabs reside there, we have to follow them. ( The
prominent of Ulama of Saudi like Ibn Uthaimeen, and Bin Baaz RA were and are of the

opinion that you should & doing your own sighting and not following us, and rightly so, as
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this is the instruction of our Holy Shariah. Translator). This, despite the fact that India is
much closer in distance to Saudi than UK, and there was not much time difference between
Saudiand India. Think, there status as far as knowledge, practice and spirituality are
concerned wa\lhamdulillahrenowned. Think, those realities that are before us today, if it
was before them, what would be there decision? Would they be adamant on foljowin
something wrong? Or would they have taken the path of caution?

Wa Maa Alaina lllal Balagh
Our duty is to propagate.
Khaadim Ashraf Ali. fFebruary 2009

PN

| 5SOIAfSR aiGdzRé 2F adzZfFidA ¢kIljA {IKS

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem

Over he past few months in the Ulama circles, the topic of Moonsighting has been under
constant discussion, as the Holy month of Ramadhan draws near | suppose this discussion
will further intensify.

We are seeing two criteria are being floated around by th@eesive parties concerned.

One criteria being the criteria of the Wifag ul Ulam&an be seen on their website
www.wifaqululama.co.uk

Second is the criteria of Hizb/Jamiat Ul Ulama, and that is to follow Saudi Arabia, as it is a
Muslim country, and newsoalld be relayed here in the UK very quickly. The stance of this

party is also backed up by Fataawa, but most of the Fataawa seem to be now, outdated and
NBGNI OGSR® LG A& lfaz2z 200A2dza | FGSNI NBIFRAyY3
not awae of the true position of Saudi Arabian Moonsighting. We now know for sure that
SAIKG Y2yiliKa 2F GKS @SIFENE FTNRY adzKlNNIY (2 {
predetermined Ummul Qura calendar is followed. Sighting is only attempted in thehmont

of Ibaadaat, i.e. Ramadhan, Shawaal and Zil Hijjah. If this fact was known to the Muftiyaan

2F UKS LIl ad L FY &adNB GKS CliglQa ¢g2dzd R KI @S

LF GKS Y2y iK 2F {KIFIQolly gFa O2YYSYOSR AyO2N\
then there is every possibility of the holy month of Ramadhan being commenced at the
wrong day.

A lot of emphasis is laid on the Fatwa of Hadhrat Mufti Taqi Saheb DB by these groups, but it

seems his writings have been misunderstood by many, and it also seatrtsetis used only

GKSY WAG adzada 2ySQ a 2yS YlI@& dzyRSNRGIFYR FN
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LF 2yS 0SSt ASOKARS A Y I & KnklNISR thed ingito 2086 wéalshould not
have been following Saudi at all, as all his previous Wataare quite clear on this, for
example he writes in a Fatwa dated™Babi Al Thaani 1413 AH.

GL KIFE@S NBLXASR (2 @2dzNJ £t SGGSNI FYyR L K2LIS
summary, | would like to say that the inhabitants of Britain in finesent circumstances

should not consider the moon sighting criteria of Saudi Arabia as sufficieand they

should contact Morocco in case of the weather not being cleaBaudi Arabia the sighting

of the moon has been accepted even before the birth thle moon on many occasions

which is impossible in my viewl have discussed the situation with many Saudi Ulama and

they are also disturbed by these occurrences, however since this is in the hands of Majlis
vERKE 'f 1 QFEfFI T (KSamnaiNBag KtBniaadi DBa1®ARabi Al Wdza G A ¢
Thaani 1413 AH)

After this ruling another Fatwa was issued by Darul Uloom Karachi, dated 10/04/1419 AH,
written by Mufti Ismatullah Saheb, and countersigned by Hadhrat Mufti Tagi Saheb (this
Fatwa has been printednd is being sent to date to any person requesting guidance on the
Moonsighting issue in the UK, (my friend and colleague received this printed version as an
answer to the question he sent on the ®Muharram 1428 AH, which would mean that this

is the offcial view even now.) In this printed Fatwa amongst other things written, the
conclusion consists of two points;

G5dzS (2 GKS dzyRSNJ YSY(iA2ySR O2yRAGA2ya AlG ¢
Morocco rather than Saudi Arabia:

1. Because Morocco is neacpmmunication is easier

2. By acting upon the sighting of Saudi Arabia, theyald be a difference of two days
regarding which it has been previously written, that to act upon this sighting is not
permissible. This danger does not exist in the sightingabcco.

The instruction of this Fatwa is very clear, and as | have mentioned that although there was
£ F0SNJ WDfla326Q ClFGgl A&aadzsSR RFEGSR MpkAnk?
by the Darul Iftaa of Darul Uloom Karachi.

Any how aftertth A& (GKS WDt a3z24Q ClLigl 2y gKAOK | | R

G¢2 O02YYSYOS wkYFIRKIFEY YR 9AR | O0O2NRAYy3I (2
alaQlfrKsE AG Aa O2NNBOG GKIFIG a2ySdiavysSa GKS
according toAstronomical calculations, but a large group of Jurist has, even in this situation
aSSy W{KIKIFIRIFIQ 2N GSadAayz2ye |a NBtALoftS®d b
agreed on this [i.e. acting on Saudi sightings], then keeping in mind the existénce o
interpretational difference on the issue, and with the objective of bringing about unity
FY2y3ad adzaftAYaz GKSNB Aa y2 {KFENXQRSS 2o6adl O
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those who actaccording to Morocco seems more cautiquis does not seem adsable in

my opinion to remove oneself from the body of the vast majority of Muslims and become a
source of discord solely for the sake of adopting a path of caution." (Extracted from
Bartanniah main Ruyat e Hilal ka Taarikhi pas Manzar by Molvi Musa diqugn35)

If one looks at the writing above one can deduce a few important points, the Mufti Saheb
answering the questionwrite§ 6 A G K G KS 202SO0AGS 2F oNAy3IAy3
there hasnever been unity on this mattenor does it seemthere ever will be unity if a

criteria of following Saudi Arabia is insisted upoidence thisGunjaaish simply cancels

itself out. Another important point is that when a large group of Ularfihone counts the

number of UlamgDeoband)now not following Saudt icould be between 25@00. If one

was to include Ulama of all schools of thought then clearly the Majority of Ulama and
Masajid are NOT following Saudi Arapiand many Masajid are following the more

cautious (ahwat) approach thewhy should this more autious approach be sidelined or
abandoned?

Anyhow even after the Glasgow Fatwa | have in my possession an answer hand written by
Mufti Tagi Saheb himself dated 18/08/1427 AH. This was sent to a colleague of mine with

the printed Fatwa mentioned earlier bghe Darul Iftaa of Darul Uloom Karachi. In this

answer Hadhrat Mufti Saheb writes:

G Fa FIEINIFa GKAa alaQlflrK Aa O2yOSNYySR> (KL
is impossible on a particular day, then, is the testimony of a sightingotadde or not? The

vast majority of the earlier jurists are of the opinion that the testimony will be accepted. But

some earlier Jurists and majority of present day Ulama do not accept the testimony in this

case. [l.e. when according to astronomical caltiahs sighting is impossible on a particular

day]. My own personal opinion is that in order to accept such a testimony, the same
condition will apply as is necessary when the skies are clear, meaning a large group must
AA3AKG AG FTYR GfasAave &d al $  dpbiikdii@eNdaaddthe | QA f I
disunity and confusion within the Ummah should be avoided, henceMfigooh opinion

gl a OGSR dzZLl2y F2NJ GKS &l 1S 2F dzyAdGeéesz GKSy A
If one even with an unbiased view takes aacl®ok at the above, one can conclude from

Hadhrat Mufti Sahibs words, that the Marjooh decision could be acted upon for the sake of

unity, but now, we are all 100% aware that the unity cannot be achieved by following Saudi,
hence there is no need to aapon the Marjooh, rather act upon the Rajih/superior. Also we

are all aware that this condition of Jamme Ghafeer does not exist in the Figh, Saudi Arabia
follows.

After this, is the document on the website: deeniislam.com in which he writes:

"If the SaudiRuyat was correct | would have accepted it for Pakistan, but aRkdadity
(Hagigat) there is that ‘we will look at Shahadat, irrespective of the fact that logically the
sighting is impossible as the moon is not even born, andiifierence between Saudand
other countries is of 2 daysas | (Mufti Taqgi) do not agree with this Mowqgéadpinion, |
don't act upon it," he states further'otherwise we would have agreed with the Saudi
judgment’
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When Mufti Saheb does not see it fit for Pakistan to follow Saultie to the doubt, why

should we follow something doubtfu? Especially when we now have an alternative which

is 100% correctan8 Y R2 NA SR o0& FY2y3ald 20KSNJ aSyA2NJ adz
himself.

In the same article of deenelslam.com he writes:

"Toremove the Ikhtilaf, if Saudi was made the Me'yaar, then, the Gunjaaish,”

It seems obvious that the following the Saudi opinion is not going to remove that Ikhtilaaf,
hence the Gunjaaish that Mufti Saheb talks about is not really an option for the peayile
UK

The option in my humble opinion:

The criteria proposed by Wifaq ul Ulama has been accepted and endorsed by all the major
institutions of India and Pakistan, it encourages reviving the original Sunnah of Local
sighting, and if moon is not sighted &lly then to turn to those places and countries where

actual sighting is attempted throughout the year, and the decision is taken, taking into
O2Yy&AARSNI GA2Y AGNROG 1 IFyFFA LINRYOALX Sao aly
endorsed the decisions of hgroup of Ulama.

Recently we read the essay of the Mufti Sacha Saheb and his fellow Ulama from Batley, that
seemed a fairly acceptable solution, if implemented UK wide, we would be acting upon the
original Sunnah as well of local sighting, there is nt 8audi rhetoric, in the Essay, all
points are backed upby fighi principles and reliable sources, and again if we all want to
agree on Mufti Tagi Saheb as 'harf e aakhir' them has fully endorsed this essaif now

we are all sincere about unity drfollowing Mufti Saheb we should be approaching Mufti
Sacha Saheb DB, himself a prominent Mufti of UK, and | think, the only one, from the
prominent Mufti's who has now come out in the open on this subjextking him, seeking

his guidance for the mucheeded and hoped for unity. May Allah SWT guide AAMEEN.

Shamshuddin ibn Badre Aalam
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The Wifag Ul Ulama Moon Sighting Criteria for UK

1. All efforts will be made to sight the moon locally, acting upon the clear instruction of
our beloved Nabi sallf I Kdz Ff IRXXQ® FBl&&d f dzy & W @& 2d
Y22y3 YR R2y Qi o0NBI 1 A iscloay dvarfyou,&c@udzina SS A
T d4iSdhid Al Bukhari Volume 1 Page 256).

2. To achieve this, help, can be taken from the experts in the béldstronomy, but
the judgement will never ever under any circumstances be dependent upon them.
The Judgement will always be upon actual sighting.

3. If there is possibility of a sighting in U.K. (Imkeew dzQe& I Go & GKS SyR 2
after Maghrib, ifthe moon is on the horizon, all efforts will be made to sight the
moon locally.

4. If the moon is not sighted in the U.K. then we can accept the sighting of another
country to the East of UK or Morocco, On the condition that the actual sighting
information is correct, reliable andrerified (Muhaqgaq Ru'yat e Basari) and the
Moonsighting criteria followed by that country, is accepted by our Holy Shariah.

5. If at the end of the 29th day, there is no possibility of sighting the Moon in the UK.
i.e. the Moon is ot on the horizon, we will still follow the Sunnah and exhaust all
efforts in trying to sight the Moon. However on this occasion, the testimony of one
or two witnesses will not be deemed as acceptable, rather, the testimony of a large
group will be necessg (Jamme Ghafir)sas the case, when the skies are clear. If this
condition does not exist (i.e. if the moon is not sighted anywhere or when there was
no possibility of moon being sighted and testimony of a large group is not there), or
if we do not recéve correct sighting report (Muhaqgaq Ru'yat e Basari) from another
country to the East of UK or Morocco then thirty days will be completed for that
Month.

Endorsements of Major Institutions and Ulama:

e (& ¢ KrEerion mentioned iscorrect and according t¢ K+ NA | Ké¢ ® adzFiA ac
Tahir. Fatwa issued by Mazahir ul Uloom Saharanpur 22/2/1428 H

e LY &aA3IKGAY3I GKS Y22y f20FHfftéx |yR |
GKFG GKSANI 62NR A& y20 FAyLETZ A& @O

Islamia Dabhel. Fatwa issued 6/4/ 1428 H

Qx
- U))

LJd

v N

(

e G ¢ KS Ulat&shduld guide the laymen after gathering testimony and proof of
Moonsighting
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e According to Shariah. To seek help from the Astronomers and thenUllaena
deciding in light of theccording to Shaah. To seek help from the Astronomers and
then the Ulamaa deciding in light of the evidences present staying within the limits

2T (0KS { KFNAIFK A aMuidMahiddBalandsNahni BaBuNJloons ( (1 S NE

Deoband. Fatwa issued 20/02/1428 H

e G ¢ K S M&@hind irong in seeking help from the astronomers for possibility of
AAIKGAYT 2N F2NJ FAYRAYy3 2dzi GKS F3S 27
Fatwa issued 19/04/1428.

e 02 KI0G Aada RSOARSR Aax GKFG AT 2yr&hehoa Yy 20
actual sighting, then there is no difference of opinion on using astronomy as a tool or

KSfLX D 51 NHzA LFGEFElF WFEYALF 'f wlakKSSRod Cl g

e Gl St L) O2dzA R 06S GF1SYy FTNRY (GKS 20aSNIDI G2 NJ
sightingor not?! f 1 K2dzZaAK G(GKS RSOAaA2Yy ¢gAff 06S ol a

alall QAf I g NJ dzy | Mouland Mubammat fYusaf Ludhgaanwic H @®
Shaheed R.A.

e Itis Wajib Alal Kifaayah to make the effort to sight the moon locally. Fat hul Qadeer
Vol 2 Pg242, Maraaqi ul Falah Pg 354 have gone through the writeap about
sighting the moon in U.K. The principles explained therein are correct. Justice
Muhammad Tagi Usmani. Thursday, September 27, 2007

The above are only extracts from detailedtaawave have received. These can be obtained
in full from thewebsite:www.wifagululama.co.uk
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Translation of the answer received from Mazahir Uloom Saharanpur

Theanswerand the Towfeeq is in theamds of Allah.

In the eyes of the Shariah, to become obedient or dependent on moonsighting news
requested from other countries is not necessary. If the moon is not visible on the twenty

ninth day, the order given in the Hadith is to complete thirty dayspae can understand

FNRBY GKS !'KFIFRAGK AYy {FKAK !'f . dZl KINA FYyR {F
O2YLX SGS dKANIL&Qo®

There is also the Hadith in Sunan e Tirmizi Volume 1 page 88:

2 KAOK YSIya GKFEG AT I OO02 NJatoy wrified 2oy qukKHoND S S
Shariah), whatever day people commence the Fast, and whatever day people finish the Fast,
YR 6KIGSHSNI RFe GKS LIS2LX S LISNF2NXY vdzND I yA:
of Fast, or the day of Eid, or the day of Qurba@ne will receive complete Thawaab

(reward).

In the question put forward, if in Saudi Arabia the moon sighting is verified then it (moon
sighting news) could be relied upon in Britain, but the reality is, that Saudi authorities claim
that moon has beenighted, yet, the moon is not seen in the whole of the African
Continent, nor could it be seen in America. This gives reason to doubt. The Fugahaa (jurist)
are united that, when the skies are clear, it is necessary for a large group of Muslims to sight
the moon, for the testimonyo be deemed aacceptable.

¢KS KIFENXa FaGadlFIOKSR Ay TF2ft2gAy3 (GKS {I dzRAQA
in the question, itself proves that reliance on Saudi authorities on moonsighting news is,
without doubt, againsthtiyaat (caution).

An ordinary Muslim is aware that our Eid is just not a customary celebration like other
Religions or Nations, but rather it is the end of one formlEadaat Worship) and the

beginning of another, in which it is not permissible toagtaway from the principles laid

down by our Holy Shariah. It is for this reason, obligatory uporiaenathat they ponder

and think on this matter, and create a formula in light of principles laid down by our Holy
Shariah, and on which thglamaand the ordinaryLaymen are satisfied.

The formula mentioned in the question is correct and in accordance with our
Holy Shariah, hence the Muslims of U.K. should at first base the decision on
moon sighting on their own local sighting and if the skies are naazlthen on
those countries whose horizon is the same as U.K.

And Allah Knows Best

Al Abd Muhammad Tahir (Mufti) 22/02/1428 A.H.
The answer is correct Magsood (Mufti) 23/02/1428 A.H
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VITESSE HOUSE, ESTATE WAY, LONDON, EIO 7]W

Answer received from Darul Uloom Deoband for the under mentioned
Question on the 9t Shawaal 1428 Hijri/ 215t October 2007

Question

Responsible Ulama of ‘Wifaq ul Ulama’ working under the leadership of Hadhrat Movlana Hasan
Sahib has prescribed the following formula for moonsighting, what is your honoured opinion in
light of the Holy Shariah, to its correctness?

The formula:

1. Practicing upon the Hadith ‘Do not fast until you see it, and if it is cloudy then complete
thirty days’ (Sahih Al Bukhari), we will make all effort to sight the moon locally.

2. To achieve this (local sighting), help and guidance could be taken from the experts in the
field of Astronomy, but NEVER will the declaration of sighting be dependent on the
Astronomers, rather, the decision will always be based on actual sighting by the eye.

3. If the moon was not sighted locally, then we will contact the countries to the east of U.K.,
where there is a criteria in place for correct sighting, and there is a possibility of sighting
there (Imkan e Ruyat), and further, there is no doubt or suspicion on the news of their
moonsighting declaration, rather one is totally satisfied with the declaration, then we will
accept the moonsighting declaration of that country.

We await your Answer,

From the servants of: Wifaq Ul Ulama, Walthamstow, London .U.K.
Answer

In the name of Allah, the beneficent, the merciful.
The Answer and the Towfeeq is in the hands of Allah:

1. The proposal is correct

2. This proposal is also correct

3. This third proposal is also correct, except at the end include ‘ba tarig e mujib' which means
after all these precautions and contact, the testification that has come, is ‘reliable’.

And Allah knows best: Habib Ur Rahman (Mufti Darul uloom Deoband)
The Answer is correct: Mahmood Hasan BalandShahrl (Mufti)
The Answer is correct: Zainul Islam Qasmi ( Naa'ib Mufti Darul Uloom Deoband )

This is the nearest translation of the original Urdu Fatwa, which can be found on the website, or
is available upon request. Translated by Moviana Muhammad Shoyaib.
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