Interesting new Fatwa on Moonsighting : Ask Imam Fatwah (No.16974 )
Question

If a moon is sighted in place A, what is the maximum distance for which this sighting is
valid according to the Hanafi Madhab. Please could you state the view of the Imam and
his two famous students.

Answer

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful
Assalaamu "alaykum waRahmatullahi Wabarakatuh

According to the madhab of Imam Abu Hanifa (Rahmatullah Alayhi), the preferred
view is that the different horizons (ikhtilaf matali’) are not taken into consideration.
Therefore, there is no maximum distance for the validity of the crescent sighting. If the
crescent is sighted in one country then it is acceptable in another, no matter what the
distance may be between the two. However, this is only valid with certain conditions
and if certain procedures are followed.

If a country or location is unable to sight the crescent moon due to overcast skies, then
the sighting of another country or location will be accepted only if the information is
relayed through one of the following four methods:

1) Shahadat ‘alar Ru’yah (&30 e 33¢&) — two males, or one male and two females
bear testimony that they have sighted the moon in their community or country, using the
words 4, or the equivalent in their local language.

2) Shahadat ‘ala Shahadat (334l Je 8:gd) — two sane, mature Muslims bear witness
that two sane, mature Muslims bore witness in front of them that they have sighted the
crescent.

3) Shahadat ‘alal Qadha B33 e (sladll) — two sane, mature Muslims from another

community or country bear witness that an official declaration was made by the
muqtada (the leading scholars of the community) that the crescent has been sighted.

4) Tawatur wa Istifadhah (aliiw) 3 J5)§5) — many people from another community or
country inform that the crescent has been sighted in their community or country; and
the mugtada of the community or country are convinced that the crescent has been
sighted in that community or country based on fawatur and istifadhah.

It is also important to note that if the crescent moon cannot be sighted in a location due
to overcast skies, then it is not compulsory upon the people of that location to acquire
information from other communities or countries. However, if the crescent has been
sighted in another location and the information reaches a community which has not
sighted the moon, then it will be incumbent upon the mugtada of that location to accept
the news as long as the information is provided through one of the four abovementioned
methods.

If the information of sighting is not relayed by one of the four methods, the sighting will



not be regarded as valid.

Judging by the information that the different horizons are not taken into consideration in
the Hanafi madhab, it may seem as if it is permissible to follow the sighting of . This
would be acceptable if the proper method is used. However, it is a known fact that
shahadat bir ru'vah or shahadat 'ala shahadat are not the methods used in and their
decisions are based on a pre-calculated method. The Hadith commands us to start the
month of fasting after the actual sighting of the crescent, not mere calculations:
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It has been narrated on the authority of Abdullah ibn Umar (Radhiyallahu Anhuma) that
Nabi (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) said, “Do not fast until you have seen the crescent (of
Ramadhan) and do not stop observing fasts until you have seen the crescent (of
Shawwal); and if the skies are overcast, then complete the month”.

(Sahih al-Bukhari Vol.2 Pg.281 — Darul Fikr)

Due to the differences which exist in the present day Ummah, each country's mugtada
should make an independent decision based on the proper Shar'ee method.

May Allah Ta'ala give us guidance to follow all aspects of deen according to the
methods prescribed by Shariah.
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(Raddul Muhtar Vol.2 Pg.393 — HM. Sa’eed Company)
(Fatawa Rahimiyya, Vol.7 Pg. 210-230 — Darul Isha'at)



And Allah knows best

Wassalam

ML. Asif Umar,
Student Darul Iftaa

Checked and Approved (with following comments):

Alhamdulillah, the wifag-ul-ulama of the [UK] and many other senior ulama of the
[UK] have agreed that following Saudi sighting is incorrect. A positive step has been
taken to rectify the wrong.

Mufti Ebrahim Desai
Darul Iftaa, Madrassah In'aamiyyah

http://www.askimam.org/fatwa/fatwa.php?askid=1e2aca7cbf892c857d5{9dc14cb831c5




