
A Few Thoughts and Memories About Hadhrat Hafiz Patel ؒ    

  
بسم اهلل الرحمن الرحيم 

السالم عليكم و رحمة اهلل و بركاته 

At a time when the Ummah is in desperate need of prayers, one of our pious elders, 
who for the past fifty years constantly prayed for us and the whole Ummah, night and 
day, has left us.  

We departed from Dewsbury on Thursday 18th February 2016, to attend the Europe 
Mashwarah in Morocco - little did we know that when we return on Wednesday our 
well-wisher, teacher, elder, guide, inspiration, sheikh, and mentor, under whose 
supervision, auspices and shade we had spent nearly fifty years, would no longer be 
there for us and the Ummah. But alas, as we exited the airport in Rabat, a brother from 
Leicester who was travelling with us told us that he had received messages about the 
demise of this great man. At first, we were hit by a sense of disbelief and denial, but 
eventually any hope of the report being untrue vanished as it was confirmed by 
another person from Italy. 

 إنا هلل وإنا إليه راجعون
 إن هلل ما أعطى و له ما أخذ و كل شيء عنده بأجل مسمى

 اللهم ال تحرمنا أجره و ال تفتنا بعده
To Allah we belong and to Him we will return. To Allah belongs everything He gives us and to 

Him belongs everything He takes back, and everything has a set time in His knowledge. O Allah, 
don’t deprive us of the reward of losing our beloved and don’t place us in tribulations after his 

demise. 

When we arrived at the Casablanca Markaz, brothers consoled us with the words; 

عزاؤنا واحد - عزاؤنا واحد . عظم اهلل أجركم	

“We console each other - our loss is one. May Allah increase your reward.” 

Tonight, Tuesday 23rd February 2016, we are about to return to Dewsbury knowing we 
could not attend the funeral. Our only option now is to visit his grave. I cannot imagine 
a Dewsbury without Hadhrat Hafiz Sb  ؒ   and I don’t know how we will manage without 
him. He was, without doubt, our lighthouse and supporting pillar. We ask Allah for 
strength and guidance.  

There were many facets to Hadhrat Hafiz Sb’s personality that will already have been 
written about and I hope people will write about in the future. Whilst sitting on the 
plane on our journey back to the UK, I begin to pen some of my own thoughts and 
memories. My intention is not to catalogue Hadhrat Hafiz Sb’s efforts and 
achievements, as a short piece like this would not suffice, but I urge anybody reading 
this who is unaware of Hadhrat Hafiz Sb’s sacrifices to ask those who know, in order to 
appreciate the efforts of this noble person, who struggled so much for the success of 
Muslims in Europe, America and beyond.    



Many a time Hadhrat Hafiz Sb   ؒ   had made the journey to the Europe Mashwarah 
(consultation) which takes place every three months in different countries. Once there 
he would lead the Mashwarah, give targheeb (advice) to try to meet the needs for the 
number of groups to be sent to various countries.  

Even when he had travelled vast distances and reached a place late in the night, tired 
and weary, he would be up very early for Tahajjud Salah. Hadhrat Hafiz Sb ؒ  would cry 
profusely and make dua for the Ummah. He would mention individual names of many 
people all over the world. Just a few weeks ago I heard him making dua for people who 
had died many years ago. He would still remember them in his prayers.  

He had a routine with different times for making prayers for different areas of the 
globe, especially mentioning ulama, mashaaikh, old workers and individuals. When he 
asked someone their name he would say "computer mein fit ho gaya" (your name has 
been saved in the computer). Thereafter, he would make dua for that individual by 
name.  

Of his many qualities, after his duas, was one special quality that stood out for me: he 
harboured no enmity for anyone. When people criticised him he would remain silent. 
Next time he met the person he would treat them with respect as if he was oblivious to 
what had happened previously. He would always forgive and regularly make dua for 
such people.  

People from 23 countries attended this Mashwarah. He was sorely missed by all who 
attended. Even when he was alive, his absence from any gathering was always felt as 
the gathering just didn’t feel the same. Now that he has departed may Allah give us the 
best of substitutes (الــبدل نــعم) and strength to continue in this great and noble work with 
sincerity and consistency. 

Hadhrat Hafiz Sb  ؒ  will be deeply missed by countless people around the world. Those 
who got to knew him loved him more than their own blood relations. Only Allah knows 
how many tears have been shed in mourning his departure. I pray Allah gives strength 
to his family and rewards them for their invaluable roles in Hafiz Sb’s mission. One 
cannot but feel for the tireless khadims (carers) who stayed by Hadhrat Hafiz Sb’s side 
for decades, serving him as they would serve their own parents. There are dozens, if 
not hundreds of people that deserve thanks in this regard, but amongst them I would 
like to extend special condolences and prayers for Hafiz Rashid Sb (Hafiz Sb’s eldest 
son) who meticulously kept on top of Hafiz Sb’s welfare, caring and travel 
arrangements for decades, Annsary Bhai who travelled hundreds of thousands of miles, 
literally, around the globe with Hafiz Sb to help in his noble efforts and Hafiz Arshad 
and Hafiz Ubayd (students of the Darul Uloom) who never left his side by day or by 
night in Hafiz Sb’s final weeks and during the harshest days of Hadhrat Hafiz Sb’s 
illness and difficulty. I also pray Allah rewards and gives blessing in the lives of the old 
workers and the elders of Dewsbury Markaz who have struggled with him, calling to 
Allah for over 50 years.  

One of Hafiz Sb’s many qualities was his love for the Ulama, whether they would 
actively participate in the work or not. He held them in high esteem and regularly sent 
gifts to them. He would frequently visit them and they would do the same.  



Allah takes work from whomsoever he wishes. Alhamdulillah, Hadhrat Hafiz Sb  ؒ  was 
one of those chosen people. May Allah enable those of us who are left to carry on the 
work Hadhrat has left us with, and grant us the qualities needed to make it fruitful. 
There is much left for us to do. We should take a lesson from his life and make 
intentions to increase our participation in the works that Hadhrat was renowned for: 
dawah, taleem and tazkiyah.  

In the many years I have had the honour of knowing him, I cannot think of an instance 
that I saw him sitting idle. When he was not resting, he would be engaged in either 
dawah, tilawah, salah or dhikr. His dua was,”Yaa Allah zindagi ke qeemtee awqaat ko 
zaaye hone se bacha le" (O Allah, save us from wasting the precious moments of life). 
That is what he preached to others and practiced himself. During my childhood, when I 
was memorising the Quran with Hadhrat Hafiz Sb ؒ  , there was no set time for the class 
to finish and us to go home. He would sit with the class as long as required. As soon as 
school holidays would commence, he would make the most out of them by taking extra 
classes in the morning, afternoon and evening. I do not know of anyone in the UK to 
have started Hifz classes in the morning before he did and, to the best of my 
knowledge, it was in this class that the first student in the UK completed Hifz. 

Thousands of us will have personal memories of how Hafiz Sb has touched our hearts 
and affected our lives. I request you to keep those memories alive, so they serve as a 
means of strength and inspiration for generations to come, and to make dua for 
Hadhrat Hafiz Sb  ؒ   and the orphaned community he has left behind, if not only to pay 
him back for the countless prayers he has made for us. As one scholar has aptly written 
lamenting Hafiz Sb’s demise, who is left to pray for us now? 

I pray that Allah grants Hadhrat Hafiz Sb   ؒ   forgiveness and elevates his status in 
Jannah. As we return home, may Allah give us the strength to bear the next few days 
with patience and sabr. May Allah continue to grant us the same blessings that he 
afforded us when Hadhrat was alive. May he grant sabr jameel to all his family, and 
those of us he has left behind. Death is a reality and separation is a part of life. If we 
carry on with the work of deen, insha Allah, we will be together in the Akhirah after 
which there is no separation.  

ٱللهم ٱجرنا في مصيبتنا وأخلف لنا خيرا منها . آمني  

O Allah, reward us for this affliction and replace our loss with something better. 

As Muslims, as much as we grieve, we cannot forget that Hadhrat Hafiz Sb’s presence 
was a gift from Allah which He has chosen to take back and that it is Allah who gives 
ability to whomsoever he wishes. Any efforts we made for the religion were for the 
sake of Allah and we still owe that effort to Allah.  

At This point, I would like to remind myself and the readers, of the advice imparted by 
Mawlana Umar Palanpuri  ؒ   on the demise of Qadi Abdul Wahhab who was the Ameer 

of the Effort in Gujarat. Mawlana Umar  ؒ  mentioned a famous verse from Surah Aal 
Imran: 

ٌد إاِلَّ رَُسوٌل َقْد َخَلْت ِمن َقبْلِِه الرُُّسُل أَفَائن مَّاَت أَْو ُقِتَل انَقَلبْتُْم َعَلى أَْعَقاِبُكْم َوَمن يَنَقلِْب َعَلىَ َعِقبَيِْه   َوَما ُمَحمَّ



اِكِريَن  فََلن يَُضرَّ اهللَّ َشيْئًا َوَسيَْجِزى اهللُّ الشَّ
Muhammad is but a messenger, there have been messengers before him. So, if he dies or is killed, 
would you turn back on your heels? Whoever turns back on his heels can never harm Allah in the 

least. Allah shall soon reward the grateful. 3:144 

Mawlana Umar sb ؒ   then explained how we will have fond memories of how Qadi Sb ؒ    
kept us all together, how he looked after everyone, how he asked about everybody and 
cared for them, his absence should not deter us from continuing the mission that he 
dedicated his life to; rather, it is a time to come even closer to the Effort and dedicate 
ourselves even more. Mawlana Umar’s  ؒ  advice is very relevant for us here in the UK. 

Many of us had personal connections with Hadhrat Hafiz Sb  ؒ  , but now we must work 
together with forbearance, patience and tolerance, ready to compromise and sacrifice 
our own opinions and preferences for the sake of the Deen and the Effort, regardless of 
whether our efforts are recognised and appreciated in this world by others or not. 

Similarly, a piece of advice which Mawlana Ahmad Laat Sb D.B gave on the passing 
away of Hazrat Mawlana In’amul Hasan ؒ   relevant and worth mentioning. He gave the 
example of a son who loses his father and becomes responsible for the family. In the 
presence of the father, the son was somewhat lazy and carefree, but the father was 
always there to keep things together and watch over him. Now that the father has 
passed away, the son has to immediately take responsibility and change his attitude 
and priorities. Likewise, we now have to take the effort of Deen more seriously. We 
cannot avoid the fact that we are now more directly responsible and we no longer have 
Hadhrat Hafiz Sb’s shade to seek refuge under.  

I pray Allah gives us the ability to continue and increase our efforts, that Allah makes 
Hadrat Hafiz Sb’s demise a means of awakening for us and that He makes us amongst 
those who will continue, the mission for which Hadhrat Hafiz Sb ؒ  dedicated his life, 

with even more effort and conviction.  - .آمني 

(Shaykh) Yusuf Darwan  

24th February 2016 


