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Al-Ta’ziya According To The Sunna

Encourage Patience And To Supplicate
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(To offer ta’ziya to the deceased’s family) in other words to encourage patience and to supplicate for
the bereaved due to it. It is said in Sharh al-Munya it is mustahab for men and those women who do
not cause fitna (acting contrary to the sunna) based on his statement upon him be salutations and
peace, “Whomsoever consoles a person afflicted with some misfortune then he will get similar
reward.” Ta’ziya is that one says,
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“May Allah venerate your reward and make better your mourning and forgive your deceased.”

Take / Prepare Food for the Family
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(To take food for them) in Fath it mentions that it is praiseworthy for the neighbours and relatives
from a far to bring food for them for that day based on his saying alus 4de 4l s “Prepare food for
the family of Ja’far for has occurred what preoccupies them.” They should be encouraged to eat as
grief will take their appetite away and that will weaken them.

It is disliked to be guests of the bereaved. Additionally it is said that it is makrih to eat as guests of
the deceased’s family, for to be guests is legislated in times of happiness not sadness. It is a
repugnhant innovation [which is haram]. It is narrated from Jarir ibn Abdullah [the Sahabi] 4ic &) o ),
“We would consider gathering with the deceased’s family and eating their prepared food as acts of
al-Niyaha.”

We find in another hadtth quoted in Sahih Muslim
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“Two issues in people which is considered as an act of kufr (not one which brings one out of Islam) -
to find fault in people’s lineage and al-Nihaya - audibly crying over the dead.”

Hence the gravity and seriousness of this act cannot be underestimated.

To attend a gathering for Ta’ziya
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(To attend a gathering for it) i.e. ta’ziya, the phrase ‘there’s no harm in attending...” has been used as
it is better not to as it has been explained in Sharh al-Munya. In al-Ahkam from Khizanat al-Fatawa

that there is dispensation to arrange a gathering for three days due to a misfortune but not for
women at all.

[If women are not required to attend the compulsory prayers and Jumua then why would they for
three days attend a masjid for something which is not considered praiseworthy?]

(but not in the masjid) as it is makrih as has been mentioned in al-Bahr citing al-Mujtaba.
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(The first day is the best) this is after the burial rather than before it because the bereaved will be
preoccupied with the funeral and burial. That’s if one does not sense deep anxiety. (It is makruh
tanzih after three) as it renews the grief. (Except the person who is absent). (It is makrih to make
ta’ziya twice) narrated from Hasan from Ab{ Hanifa. (And near the grave, outside the door of the
bereaved). They should make the ta’ziya supplication
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“May Allah venerate your reward and make better your mourning and forgive your deceased.”
If it was a child then only this part
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One may visit a non-Muslim relative, friend, neighbour or colleague at the time of their loss as long
as it is free from religious activities and those activities which Islam considers immoral.

Therefore the ta’ziya is made to the immediate family of the deceased - the ones who are suffering
and feeling the loss. It is not compulsory hence there is no requirement to seek out an extended
family member and sit them in a majid and go through the motions with no feelings or sincere
intentions but just to be seen to be there. If people are doing it so they are seen to be there then
any reward would have gone as their intention was not for the sake of Allah but rather the sake of
the people.

Conclusion

Like many matters within our din, ta’ziya is a very simple process involving no airs and graces instead

a simple procedure for a set purpose.

Ta’ziya means to offer condolences when someone has lost a loved one and will be experiencing
great sorrow and grief which could have a long term effect of losing hope in life, questioning destiny
and raising the question - why? It is also a time when a person may experience loneliness and not
see an immediate way out of their situation. There is ample evidence within the hadith literature
which extols the virtues of consoling those who are grieving after the loss of a loved one.
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The du’a one shares with the bereaved:
S ik 5 e e Gnals (oAl A skt
“May Allah venerate your reward and make better your mourning and forgive your deceased.”

The maximum duration, not the total duration of ta’ziya is three days unless one is ill or arriving from
a distance. One should visit once. The aim is that the bereaved get back to their normal lives as soon
as possible. Sitting in one place continuously for three days being reminded of their loss will not help
them move forward. As soon as the deceased has been buried the living should get living. Friends
and family should prepare food especially on the day of loss as the family will be busy with funeral
arrangements; this can be extended to three days if it takes a while for the family to get back to
normal.

When one visits the bereaved they should explain that death is fixed and will take everyone. Make
du’a for the person to give him strength to deal with the loss. Encourage patience and demonstrate
how the bereaved can benefit the deceased.

What fitna and innovated practices do we witness now?

Constant chatting and gossiping in the masjid and/or connected rooms.

The deceased carried by men and displayed in the room where women have gathered.
Women asking if they should cover their faces from the dead but carefree about the living.
Wailing and screaming with little control.

Constant jama’ du’a with one person who initiates the du’a and ends it whether someone leaves,
enters or sneezes.

Hardly anyone reciting anything even when making du’a.

The members of the deceased family preparing and providing food for all attendees in the afternoon
and evening for three days; so the loss is compounded by funeral costs and then catering costs.

Eating as guests as though we are celebrating an occasion.
Khatam on third, tenth and fortieth days.

Bringing students or reciters to recite Qur’an for twenty four hours or until the next Friday to ward
off the punishment of the grave and to then feed or reward them.

And the list of innovations and impermissible practices goes on...

Mufti Amjad Mohammed
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